


















































































































































































































































































Appendix B WordStar Error Messages 

After the ESCAPE key is pressed, WordStar goes to the no-file menU1 the 
requested edit is not initiated. From the no-file menu you can delete 
the existing file if desired, then re-invoke the edit with the 0 command. 
Alternatives include inserting a different diskette to accept the desti
nation file, and exiting to the operating system and using the REName 
command to change the name or typ! of one of the files. 

Can't edit a file of type .BAR or .$$$ 
rEname or cOpy the file before editing 

Occurs at D or N command from no-file menu if the file name entered ends 
in .BAK or .$$$. The edit is not initiated and the no-file menu remains 
on the screen. If you really wish to edit the file, rename (with the E 
command) the file to a different typ!. Alternately, for a file of mode
rate size, you could edit a new file name and then read the .BAIt or .$$$ 
file into it with the additional file read (1m) command. 

ALLCW PRINT '1'0 PINISH BEFORE EDITING A FILE. 
YOUR SYSTEM DOES Nor HAVE ENOUGH MEMORY '1'0 
PERMIT SIMULTANEOUS EDITING AND PRINTING. 

*** 

B-4 

Occurs at D or N command from no-file menu if the print function is in 
use and your system has relatively little memory, or the operating system 
is not relocated to make all memory present available to WordStar (see 
description of error F25 in this appendix). The edit is not initiated; 
the no-file menu remains on the screen. See the IDstallatioD MaDna l with 
regard to memory requirements. 

ERROR E12: DISK FULL *** Press ESCAPE Key • 

The diskette .is full. May occur when moving cursor towards beginning of 
a large file (see "Long Documents," Section 6), in which case it will 
still be possible to move the cursor toward the end of the file and to 
save your work. If it occurs while moving cursor forward or while saving, 
you are probably out of luck. DORIT LE'.r YOUR DISKE'l"fE GE'.r PULL! 

To prevent full diskettes, check your file sizes and disk space fre
quently with the system STAT command, and keep lots of extra space on 
each of your diskettes. See the General Information Manllal for further 
discussion of diskette space. 

Suggestions for recovering from a DISK FeLL error: 

1. If cursor was being moved toward the beginning of a large file (see 
Section 6), it may still be possible to move it toward the end. In 
that case, get back to the beginning by SAYING with lOoKS, then move 
�~�A�R�D� to the desired position. 

2. If cursor was being moved toward end of the file, or the DISK FULL 
error occurred while saving, first delete (!(J command) any unneeded 
files. You could also delete any file that you know you could 
replace later from another diskette, including WS.COM or even 
WSMSGS.ovR. Proceed with your edit, and remember to arrange more 
diskette space (e.g. by moving some documents to a diff erent dis
kette) after saving. 
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3. If deleting files doesn't allow you to complete your edit, and you 
don't have much work to lose, abort the edit, make more diskette 
space available (erase unwanted files or move some files to another 
diskette) , then repeat the edit. 

4. If you have made substantial changes or additions, and thus don't 
want to abort the edit, yet can't get enough space to complete the 
edit by deleting files, one of the following drastic measures may 
work: 

a. If there is extra space on a diskette in the other drive, try 
putting the changed portions of the file on it with block 
write. Then recombine in a subsequent edit after arranging 
more diskette space. 

b. Delete unchanged portions of the file until saving does not 
yield a DISK FULL error. Then recover these portiOns from the 
BAR file or from a previous backup copy you (hopefully) kept. 

c. Desperate measure~ use only with extreme caution and only if 
you have a lot of work at stake: if the entire original file 
has been read, that is, if you can do a Ar;t:, command and see the 
end of the file on the screen, delete the input file with the 
AKJ command. Then save. WordStar may bomb out with a fatal 
error F29, in which case your file will have type $$$. Use the 
rEname command to reestablish the type. There will be no BAK 
file. Arrange for more diskette space and make a backup copy. 

S. If the DISK FULL arises out of a block write C.AXW) command, the 
above recoveries are not relevant. Delete (!{J) the file written, 
as it is incomplete and not "closed". If you can arrange additional 
disk space by deleting other files or using a different drive, 
repeat the block write. Then proceed with your edit. 

Sometimes as soon as you hit the ESCAPE key, another DISK FeLL error will 
occur. In this case your diskette is really full and you are out of 
luck. Do~'t let this happen - watch your disk space! 

~ ~ am!. !m.t IlI.SK !IlLL ERRORS II PREVENTION! 

*** ERROR E13: COLUMN READ / WRITE Nor ALLOWED *** Press ESCAPE Key • 

The 3.0 version of WordStar does not allow column read/write. You 
can, haNever, duplicate the effects. 

To read a column into one file from another, first change column mode to 
block mode with ""KN~ then read a block containing the column to the end 
of the destination file. Turn column mode on again (Am), mark the 
column desired, and move the column to the desired location with ,A xv. 
Finally, delete the remainder of the text block from the end of the file. 

To write a column from one file to another, copy the column, with column 
mode ON, from its original spot to the end of that file; then change to 
block mode (Am> and write the column to the second file. Delete the 
column from the end of the original file. 

B-S 
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FILE name.typ NOT FOUND 

The file named in response to the FILE NAME? question asked by the addi
ional file read command (1m) or the print command (Section 8) does not 
exist. The actual name you typed appears in the message: the message 
appears on the screen below the FILE NAME? question, and the cursor. is 
replaced after the question. Enter the corrected name - be sure you 
include the drive if needed - or just enter RE'l'O'RN if you don't want to 
complete the command. Forward cursor C'''D) and ..... R can be used to bring 
back characters from the previous answer without retyping them (Section 
1) • 

INVALm PILE NAME: xxxxxx 

*** 

*** 

*** 

*** 

*** 

*** 
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Similar to the previously described error: whatever you typed in resp:>nse 
to the question (echoed back in the message where xxxxxx is shown above) 
was not a correctly formed file name. File naming is described in the 
General Information Manual and is detailed in your system documentation; 
the D command summarizes the form of file names on the screen. 

WordStar will not accept "wild card" file names containing • or 
?; those characters get the above error. 

INTERNAL ERROR lIS: INVALm COP! LENGTH *** Press ESCAPE Key • 

INTERNAL ERROR I16: INVALm ADDRESS *** Press ESCAPE Key. 

INTERNAL ERROR II': MEMO~ FULL *** Press ESCAPE Key. 

INTERNAL ERROR IIS: MEMO~ SBORrAGE *** Press ESCAPE Key • 

INTERNAL ERROR I19: POINTER> 64K FROM CURSOR *** Press ESCAPE Key. 

INTERNAL ERROR I36: BAD OVLY i *** Press ESCAPE Key. 

The above are internal errors which should not occur. If one does occur, 
saving immediately and exiting to the operating system is recommended. 
Make a copy of the .BAK file, as the internal error may have garbled your 
document. Then reinvoke WordStar and check your file. If one of these 
errors is reproducible (i.e. if you can find a reliable way to make it 
happen again), please report it to MicroPro International Corporation. 
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WARNINGS 

The following are warnings, for your information. See also Print Function 
Warnings. 

*** WARNING: WORD TOO LONG TO FIT MARGINS 

When forming a line, WordStar fotmd more characters than would fit be
tween the currently set left and right margins with no word break (space 
or hyphen). For example, if you type a line of *'s accross the screen, 
(e.g. as part of a table heading), with word wrap on and the margins not 
released, this message will -appear when it gets wider than the margins. 
You can leave it too wide, or delete the excess *'s, depending how you 
want the page to appear. The message will also appear on a "word" too 
long during paragraph reform (~. 

When a "word" is too long, WordStar looks about 10 characters beyond the 
margin for a break. If found, it is used, and the "word" is allowed to 
pro-ject into the right margin. If not found, the word is split AT the 
margin. 

CAN'T DISPLAY PAGE BREAKS IN A NON-DOCUMENT FILE 

An .... OP command was given during a "non-document" edit invoked with the N 
command <Sections 1 and 6). The command was disregarded. 

POT AT FILE BEGINNING FOR CORRECT PAGE BREAK DISPLAY 

? 

This appears, highlighted, ON THE SCREEN LIN'E with a .PL, .MT, .MB, or 
.LH dot command that is preceded by document text (anything, including 
blank lines, other than dot commands) when page break display is on. The 
intent of this message is to remind you that dynamic page break display 
will not pick up and respond to this dot command, and thus may show 
different page breaks durin'1 editing than will occur on printout. The 
command is nevertheless entered into the file, and will be interpreted by 
the print function. The message is on the screen only; it is not entered 
into your document. This message does not appear if page break display 
is off (""CD command) or during non-document edits CN command, Section 6). 

A question mark appears in the rightmost screen column, highlighted, 
op!,x)site incomplete or apparently erroneous dot commands. An unrecog
nized two-letter code, a miSSing numeric argument where required, or a 
number greater than 255 (except with the.PN command) will cause a ? to 
display. Also appears as a command is being entered1 disregard until 
command is fully typed. Does not appear during non-document edits (N 
command, Section 6). 

File WSMSGS.OVR not found. Menus & 
messages will display as @@@@ only. 

Occurs when WordStar is started, when at the no-file menu, and/or when 
editing of a file is initiated if the message text (WSMSGS.OVR) is not 
found on the diskette in drive A: nor on the diskette in the current 
logged drive. See '-rile Disk Text File" in this appendix. 

B-7 
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@@@@ 

The disk text file WSMSGS.OVR is not present, and WordStar tried to 
display some message or menu (including the no-file menu) from that file. 
See "l'he Disk Text File" at the beginning of this section. 

. Bote 

The most common and important error messages will display even 
if WSMSGS.OVR is not on line, or will display part of their 
text (including the error number, if any), followed by @@@@. 
However, the menus will be completely unavailable and only @@@@ 
will appear at the top of the screen. 

*** WARNING: 
WRONG VERSION OF WSMSGS.OVR -
SOME MESSAGES MAY BE INCORRECT *** 

Occurs if the disk text file WSMSGS.OVR in use is that from a different 
release than the WordStar <ws.coM) being run. The message file may not 
contain all of the correct messages~ some messages may be absent. 
WordStar execution continues:. an attempt to display a message not .in the 
text file will yield: IF THIS DISPLAYS YOU AIm USING WRONG VERSION OF 
WSMS;S.0'lR. . 

Exception: the first release of WSMSGS.OVR did not contain the WRONG 
VERSION OF WSMSGS.ovR warning: use of a later WS.COM with the earliest 
WSMSGSmR will cause IF THIS DISPLAYS THERE IS A BOG to display. 

l's and beeps 

LIs appear on the screen, wherever the cursor happens to be, usually 
accompanied by beeps from the terminal, when WordStar is receiving 
keyboard input at a faster rate than it can process and has exhausted its 
capacity to store characters for later processing. This normally occurs 
only when using the REl'FA!r key on the terminal, or holding down an auto
repeat key. The l's and beeps are to warn you that WordStar is losing 
keystrokes; stop typing or release the key you are REPEATing when they 
occur. After processing all characters not missed, WordStar will re
display the screen, removing the Lis. You may then continue editing. 

*** WARNING: DISK FULL, 
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DELETING OLD .BAR: FILE TO MAKE SPACE 
(NORMALLY, THE PREVIOOS BACKUP FILE IS DELETED 
ONLY AFTER EDIT IS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED>. 

If you are working with files of moderate size, take this as a warning 
that your diskette is filling up. Save the document you are working on, 
and make more diskette space available (by deleting unwanted files, or 
moving some files to new diskettes> before proceeding. See the General 
Information Mannal about diskette space and file sizes and about .BAK 
files. 
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When working with files so large that three copies of the file cannot fit 
on a diskette (two Copies if you have specified a different destination 
diskette), this message will always occur in the course of an edit. 
Disregard it. See Section 6, "Long Documents. II 

WARNING: You are editing the same file as you are printing. 
WordStar will not allow you to save the edited version 
until the print has completed or has been abandoned. 

WordStar permits editing and printing the same file at the same time, but 
the edited version cannot be saved while the print is in progress. When 
you initiate editing of the file that is being printed, the above warning 
message is displayed. 

INPORMATIOHAL MESSAGES 

FINISHING PRINT BEFORE EXIT 
(type ,AU to cancel exit command) ••• 

Occurs if an X command from the no-file menu, or a ,AKX command while 
editing, is given while the print function is active. Printing will con
tinue: the exit to the operating system occurs when printing completes. 

FINISHING PRINT OF SAME PILE BEFORE SAVING 
(Type .:'u to cancel Save command) ••• 

Occurs when arrf Save command ('!m,!{s, 100 is given while the file that 
is being edited is also being printed. WordStar will wait for the print 
to complete, then save. If you wish to use other commands before the 
print and save are complete, interrupt the save command by typing .... U. 
Note that if printing is paused, WordStar will wait forever if left to 
itself. In this case, type""u to cancel the save command, then issue the 
appropriate commands to continue or abandon printing. 

PINISHING PRINT OF .BAK PILE BEFORE SAVING 
(Type IAU to cancel Save command) ••• 

Occurs if any Save command is given while printing the .BAR file of the 
file being edited: similar to preceding message. 

FATAL ERRORS 

The following errors terminate WordStar execution and return' control to the 
operating system. 

You are attempting to run an uninstalled WordStar. 
Please run INSTALL first. 

Occurs upon invoking the uninstalled WordStar (file WSU.COM) supplied on 
the distribution diskette. Before attempting to run WordS tar , "Install II 
WordStar for your particular terminal and printer by invoking the INSTALL 
program, also supplied on the distribution diskette, and answering the 
questions it asks. See the WordStar Installation Manual for details on 
installation. 
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* .... FATAL ERROR F23: INVALm SCREEN HEIGHT OR WIDTH 

This can occur only after an error has been made in custom installation 
by "patching" as described in the Installation Manual. The screen height 
is set less than 16 or greater than 120 lines, or the screen width is set 
less than 64 or greater than 250 columns. 

*** FATAL ERROR F2S: NOT ENOUGH MEMORY 
OR YOUR OPERATING SYSTEM IS NOT 
RELOCATED TO MAKE ALL RAM AVAILABLE 

Occurs when WordStar is started. Not enough memory is available for 
WordStar to operate in. See the Installation Manual for memory require
ments. Note that your operating system (CP/M or equivalent) must be 
"relocated .. to operate at the top of memory7 this is accomplished with a 
system command, sometimes called "OM", "MOVCPM", or "RELQC". See your 
system documentation. Whenever more memory is added to your system, such 
relocation must be repeated before the memory will be used. 

*** FATAL ERROR F27: DISKETTE DIRECTORY FULL 

The number of file directory entries a diskette can hold has been ex
ceeded. This happens rarely, as the byte capacity is usually the ruling 
factor, but if you use many small files, such as I-page letters or 
paragraphs of boiler plate, you may find it necessary to watch your file 
count. 

The maximum number of file directory entries on a diskette is system
dependent but is often 64 entries on single density diskettes. Each file 
requires one entry, and any file over 16K (about 16000) characters long 
requires an additional entry for each additional 16K or fraction thereof. 
When counting files remember that WordStar can generate two working 
files, each possibly as long as the file being edited. 

* .. * FATAL ERROR F28: CLOSE FAILURE 
SYSTEM FAILURE, OR YOU CHANGED DISKETTES 

*** FATAL ERROR F29: RENAME FAILURE 

*** 

SYSTEM FAILURE, OR YOU CHANGED DISKETTES 

These messages should not occur~ they indicate some sort of operating 
system error has occurred, or you changed the diskette in a drive during 
an edit, or you deleted the input file or the work file with the .AKJ 
ccmnand •. 

FATAL ERROR F46: OVerlay file WSOVLY1.OVR Not found 

The file WSOVLY1.CVR must be on the disk in drive A (or the current 
logged drive) when WordStar is invoked. Copy the file from the distribu
tion diskette (or log the drive containing the file), then re-invoke 
WordStar. 
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Appendix B WordStar Error Messages 

PRIH~ PUHCTIOH MESSAGBS 

The following messages can occur during the dialog to initiate printing: 

FILE name.t.yp NOT FOUND 

INVALm FILE NAME: xxxxxx 

Name of a non-existent file, or an invalidly formed file name, entered. 
Descriptions earlier in this appendix apply. 

WARNING: You are printing the same file as you are editing. 
The last saved version will be printed, not reflecting un
saved changes. Furthermore, WordSt.ar will not allow you to 
save the edited version while the print is in progress. 

This warning occurs when the ,AKP command is used to initiate print and 
the file name entered is that of the file being edited. The warning 
reminds you that WordStar does not permit saving (AKD, ,AKS , AXX) while 
the same file is being printed, and that WordStar prints only disk-saved 
files - edits you have not yet saved will not be printed. 

END ED~ ( .... Im) BEFORE STARTING PRINT. 
YOUR SYSTEM DOES NOT HAVE ENOUGH MEMORY TO 
PERMIT SIMULTANEOUS EDITING AND PRINTING. 

Occurs when the .1m command is given if your system has insufficient RAM 
to support concurrent printing and edit~ng. (May also occur if your 
operating system isn't relocated to make all RAM available1 see the 
description of error F25 in this appendix.) 

When DISK FILE 0iJ:PlJT is in use, the following can occur: 

*** FATAL ERROR F27: DISKE"1-:tE DIRECTORY FULL 

As described in this appendix. 

*** PRINT OQ'fPCT DISK FULL. PRINT PADSED. *** 
Occurs when the diskette on which the print outplt file is being written 
becomes full. A print pause is automatically invoked1 PRINT PAOSED 
appears in the status line as usual. After this message, you may make 
additional diskette space available (for example, by deleting filesJ see 
discussion. of ERBOR El2 earlier in this section), then continue the print 
with the usual command (P on no-file menu, or .... KP while editing). If you 
continue the print without making more diskette space, the PRIN1' OOl'Wr 
DISK FeLL message will recur after about a second. 

If you wish to abandon the (paused) print after the output diskette has 
filled up, type two print commands in rapid succession, then answer. Y to 
the question evoked by the second print command - that is, at the no
file menu, type PF.!J while editing, type , .... KP, .... Kt'Y. After abandoning, you 
will probably want to delete the disk output file, since it will be 
incomplete and not "closed". Be sure to abandon the print before dele
ting the file. 
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Other than the above, the regular print function has no error messages - other 
conditions, such as invalid dot commands, are handled by ignoring the command 
or making an assumption. See Section 7. 

SOMB OPERATING SYS~EK MESSAGES 

These are some of the messages from the operating system that may arise in 
conjunction with WordStar use. Texts vary from system to system1 those shown 
here are typical only. Refer to your system documentation. 

LOAD EImOR or TOO BIG 

Occurs at attempt to invoke WordStar if you have far too little memory, 
or your operating system is relocated for far too little memory. This 
message means that the WordStar program (WS.coM) won't fit in the memory 
available. 

DISK d: NOT READY 

Means that WordStar accessed a diskette drive that contained no diskette, 
or the diskette was present but the drive door was not closed. WordStar 
always requires a diskette in drive A, and in the current logged drive if 
other than A, as well as in any drive addressed by a WordStar command. 
Most systems will proceed when the diskette is inserted. The message may 
appear if a diskette is inserted and a command is then given without 
waiting a few seconds; in this case, disregard it. 

BOOS ERR RIO 

Occurs on some systems if you change diskettes when you shouldn't, or 
changed diskettes when at the system prompt (A» and neglected to type 
,AC. If you get this message, reread the section in the General Informa
tion Mannal about diskette changing. 

MISCELLANEOUS ERROR MESSAGES 

*** 

*** 

ERROR E38 (-42): BAD OVERLAY FILE, OR 
WRONG VERSION OVERLAY FILE *** Press ESCAPE Key • 

ERROR E43 (44): WRONG VERSION OVERLAY FILE *** Press ESCAPE Key • 

The above errors are usually caused by using an incorrect version of 
WSOVLYLOVR (from a different release of WordStar), or by the WSOVLYl.ovR 
file having been damaged through a system failure or an error in copying. 
Make a new copy of WSOVLYl.ovR from your distribution diskette. If the 
problem perSists, see your dealer for assistance. 

*** ERROR E46: Overlay file WSOVL!l~ Not Found *** Press ESCAPE Key • 

The WSOVLYl.OVR file <supplied on the distribution diskette) must be on a 
disk in either drive A or the current logged drive. 

B-12 



Appendix B WordStar Error Messages 

*** ERROR E47: PILE MAILMRGE.OVR NOT FOUND 

*** 

<'l'he separately supplied file MAILMRGE.OVR 
is required for use of MailMerge~ *** Press ESCAPE Key • 

This message will be displayed if M is entered at the no-file menu and 
the file ~ is not on the disk in drive A or on the disk in the 
current logged drive. 

ERROR ES2: PROGRAM IS AN EMPTY PILEl? *** Press ESCAPE Key. 

This message may be displayed when the name of a file which is not a 
valid program is entered during use of the R command of the no-file menu. 

*** ERROR E53: PROGRAM TOO BIG FOR 
MEMORY AVAILABLE UNDER WordStar *** Press ESCAPE Key • 

There is not enough memory on your system to run the specified program 
under WordS tar. To run the specified program, you must exit from Word
Star. 

File WS.COM Not Found -
can't Run a program unless WS.COM is available. 

WS.COM (or other filename assigned when INSTALLed) was not found on 
either the disk on drive A or on the current logged drive. WS.COM must 
be available in order to return to WordStar after completing the speci
fied other program. 

This error will occur if WS.COM has been renamed since 
INSTALLation. If you wish to change the name of your WS.COM 
file, you must re-INSTALL. To re-:m:;TALL without remaking all 
the installation selections, use installation option B or C 
(Installation Mannal), enter the existing file name and the 
desired new file name at the appropriate prompts, then use the 
Iml'tIRN key at each menu to keep the present selection. 

PILE d:filename.typ ALREADY EXISTS 

The new file name specified in the rEname command already exists. Choose 
a different name or rEname the existing file. 

FILE d:filename.typ Nor ON SAME DRIVE 

Both filenames specified for the rEname command must be on the same disk 
drivef you can not move a file from one drive to another by rEnaming. 

TOO LrrrLE MEMORY TO COPY WHILE EDITING 

Your system does not have enough memory available to copy files while 
editing. If you want to copy a file, you must first end or abandon the 
current edit. 
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FILE d:filename.typ EXISTS - OVERWRITE? (YIN): • 

This message will be displayed if the file specified to be cOpied .tg, 
already exists. Press Y to erase the existing contents of the file and 
proceed wi th the copy. Press N to leave the existing file undisturbed; 
the NAME OF FILE 'It) COP!' 'It)? question is reasked if N is pressed. 

I!A.ILXERGE ERROR AND WABNING MESSAGES 

MailMerge has a number of error and warning messages, including those de
scribed here. Unlike the regular print command, MailMerge always displays an 
error message for an invalid Qot command. Other conditions also produce 
messages, such as a file not found, or the data file ending in the middle of 
the values required to print another letter. In all cases, printing proceeds 
after the error or warning (permitting detection of as many errors as possible 
in a single print run), though of course the printout may be incomplete or 
incorrect. 

*** Invalid Dot Command Ignored: 

*** 

The erroneous dot command is displayed on the next line. In some cases, 
a specific error message accompanies this message. 

Insert diskette with file d:filename.typ then press RETURN 

This is not an error message, but a request to insert the diskette 
containing the indicated file into the drive indicated before the file
name. This request results from processing of a .DF or .FI dot command 
containing the word "ClIAR;E" (or anything beginning with ''CH"' after the 
file name. 

*** cannot change disk in drive d:, request ignored 

This error message occurs when a .DF or .FI dot command containing the 
word "CHANGE" after the file name is processed, and the diskette drive 
specified in the file name (or the logged drive if no specific drive was 
specified) contains a file which is in use by MailMerge, preventing 
removal of the present diskette. 

To avoid this error, we recommend keeping WSMSGS.OVR, WSOVLYlDJR, the 
main document being printed, the disk output file if in use, and all data 
files and inserted document files used by the main document but not on 
diskettes to be changed, on drive A, and use drive B (in a two-drive 
system) for c:aAN:iE files, using only one c:aAN:iE file at a time. 

After the above mesSage is displayed, MailMerge will attempt to find the 
file anyway, in case the correct diskette is already inserted. If the 
file is not found, the message described next occurs. 
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*** File d:filename.typ Not Found 

The file specified in a .FI or .DF dot command was not found on the 
specified drive, or on the logged drive if no drive was specified in the 
command. MailMerge will look further (see next message), then, if the 
file is not found, proceed without it: for a .FI command, printing will 
continue with the line after the .FI command; for a .DF command, printing 
will continue with no data file, in which case a further message will 
appear when a .IN command is encountered. 

*** But found, and will use, d:filename.typ 

After a file was not fotmd <see preceding message), MailMerge looked on 
the logged drive and on drive A for a file with the same name, and found 
one. This message advises you of this fact. If the file was merely on 
the wrong drive (or you had the wrong drive logged), this may be the 
correct file. However, if you had a file with the same name but diffe
rent contents on another diskette, this may be the wrong file and the 
resulting printout may be wrong. Check carefully. 

*** No .DF before .RV 

A .IN command was encountered with no preceding .Dr, or the data file 
specified in the .DF was not fotmd <as indicated by a preceding message). 
If no File Not Found message appears above on the screen, check your 
document to make sure the .DF is present and before the .RV. Printing 
proceeds with no data supplied for the variables; the variable names and 
&'S will print and only one copy will be printed. 

*** WARNING: OVerlong data value truncated 

One or more data items longer than the maximum allowed variable value 
length, 200 characters, was read from the data file by a .IN command. 
Only the first 200 characters will be used; the excess may be skipped 
over or may be used (incorrectly> as the value for the next variable to 
be read. May indicate an error in data file format, such as an omitted 
second quote (-). 

*** Invalid variable name in .RV command ignored 

One or more of the variable names in a m command was not of valid form, 
i.e. a letter followed by 0 to 39 additional letters, digits, or -'s. 
May indicate that &'S were used around the variable names in the .RV 
command; &'s should ror be used in the .R/ command (except in the case of 
inserting one previously defined variable value into the .IN command to 
determine the name to be applied to another data item read from the data 
file) • 

B-l5 



Appendix B WordStar Error Messages 

*** WARNING: Data exhausted, null value (s) used 

The end of the data file was reached in the middle of execution of a .J'Jl 
command - the last record of the data file did not contain the number of 
items required to print another letter (or other document). The variable 
names for which no data is present are given "nullH values (values consi
ting of zero characters) and printing proceeds. Printing will normally 
stop after the letter on which this message ocOlrred is complete. 

This message commonly indicates an error in the last record of the data 
file only, but may indicate use of the wrong data file (one with an 
inappropriate number of data items per record), or indicate that an 
omitted item or comma earlier in the file caused the data file to get 
"out of synchJl with the letters. <The latter case of getting and staying 
"out of synch" can only occur if carriage returns are used in the data 
file between items for the same letter as well as between recordsJ use of 
commas only is encouraged to facilitate ·'re-synching" after an omitted 
item.) 

This message will occur only when the end of the data file is 
reached, even if earlier errors or the presence of fewer vari
ables in the data file record (line) than in the .RV command 
has caused incorrect matching of data throughout the print run, 
because if .IN finds insufficient values on a data file line, 
it proceeds automatically to following lines until enough data 
has been found. 

Each time the end of a document being repeatedly processed 
under .DF /.RP is reached, MailMerge looks ahead in the data 
file, passing up all carriage returns and blanks present, to 
see if more data is present. If the end of the file is reached 
before any non-blank, non-carriage return character is found 
(as it will be after the last letter if the data file matches 
the document correctly and has a correct last record), then the 
document is not processed again, and printing terminates 
without the above message occurring_ 

If you are printing a document which reads multiple Hrecords" for each 
printout (on each repeti tion of processing), the above message may nor
mallyoccur. For instance, a document that prints 3-up address labels 
would read three name and address records (typically with three .mrts) on 
each repetition, then print the three labels. This document would get 
the above warning at the end unless the number of records in the data 
file happened to be a multiple of three 1 the warning may be disregarded 
in this case. The one or two labels for which no data was present would 
print blank, since .J'Jl automatically supplies null values for the absent 
data. 
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. 
ElOl: Pile not found on disk: d:filename.ext 

The file shown in the message was specified as one of the following 
SpellStar files: 

a. the main or supplemental dictionary for the check operation, 
b. the document file to be checked, or 
c. the file containing words to be added to or deleted from a 

dictionary. 

This file was not located on the drive specified or, in the case of a 
file with extension name "DCT" or "SUP", was also not located on the 
currently logged drive. 

If the file name or drive was entered incorrectly, restart SpellStar by 
responding "RH to prompt, then enter the correct file name or extension. 
If the file name and drive were correct, respond ''Ru to. prompt, then exit 
to WordStar to find or create the desired file. 

El02: Error during sort. 

This message occurs whenever the internal SpellStar. sort program 
(MicroPro·s SuperSort) encounters any problem executing the requested 
sort operation. The specific failure will have been explained in a 
preceding message. See SuperSort reference manual for a detailed 
explanation of the problem. In most cases, the failure will have been 
insufficient sort work space. 

To recover from the insufficient. space condition, respond to the prompt 
with ''RH to restart SpellS tar and then either select a different drive 
for the ·work drive" control or change the diskette to one with more 
available space. If neither of these actions can be taken, exit to 
WordStar and delete unneeded files from the disk to make available at 
least as much space as is currently used by the file being checked or the 
file containing the words to upJate a dictionary, depending on the opera
tion being performed. 

El03: Invalid word format in -add.- file. 

When executing the Dictionary Maintenance operation, an input word file 
was specified with the file name extension of "ADD", but the internal 
contents did not contain the word format expected by Spellstar. The 
"add" format is unique to files created by WordStar in the spelling 
correction phase when a word is selected for adding to the main or 
supplemental dictionaries. 

Respond "R" to the prompt to restart SpellStar, exit to WordStar to 
rename your word file to any name having an extension other than "MID", 
then start SpellStar again. 
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EI04: Disk full while writing file d:filename.ext. 
Enter any key to restart. 

While writing any of SpellStar's work or output files, the destination 
disk became full. SpellStar is unable to proceed. 

After hitting any key to restart SpellStar, follow the action described 
for error ElO2. 

WllO: Invalid character in dictionary. Word Dropped: xxxxx 

When adding words to a dictionary, SpellS tar encountered a word con
taining a character other than a letter or the apostrophe character. The 
word is shown in the message (replaces the xxxxx). This condition should 
not occur and may signal a program failure or some unexpected condition 
on disk. 

SpellSt:ar will continue after dropping this word from its operation. The 
proper word can be added in a later run. If this condition persists 
without a reasonable explanation, please notify MicroPro's customer 
service department for assistance. 

WIS0: Memory exceeded. Partial words flagged. 

In the final. phase of SpellStar, there was not sufficient memory in the 
computer to hold all of the misspelled words. SpellStar was forced to 
flag only the words which would fit and ignore the rest. 

After the flagged words are corrected with SpellStar, rerun the correc
tion operation to examine and correct the remaining words. 

WlSl: Word exceeds max length. Words bypassed. 

In the final phase of SpellS tar , words of length greater than thirty-five 
letters were misspelled. SpellS tar can not process these words and 
therefore must bypass them. 

Words longer than thirty-five letters must be checked for correct 
spelling by user examination only. 

E190: Insufficient memory for file areas. 

There was not enough computer memory to correctly process opening any of 
SpellStar • s files. 

SpellStar requires a minimum of forty-eight K (blocks of 1024 bytes) of 
memory. If your system has less memory than this minimum, please contact 
MicroPro's customer service department for assis~ce. 
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El91: Invalid record for.mat in intermediate file. 

This condition occurs when SpellS tar encounters an unexpected record 
format within one of its internal work files. 

During the operation a bad sector may have been used by SpellStar. 
Respond with fiR" to the prompt to restart SpellStar, replace the work 
disk or change the work drive control in the menu, then restart the 
operatiOn. If the condition perSists without a reasonable explanation, 
please contact MicroPro's customer service department for assistance. 

E192: Insufficient memory for table area. 

In the final phase of SpellS tar , not enough computer memory was available 
to store the misspelled words found in the text. 

SpellStar requires a minimum of forty-eight K (blocks of 1024 bytes) of 
memory. If your system has less memory than this minimum, please contact 
MicroPro's customer service department for assistance. 

E193: Invalid character for.mat in dictionary. 

During the dictionary checking operation, SpellS tar encountered an 
unrecognized characater format in the main or supplemental dictionary. 
This could be caused by using a non-SpellS tar dictionary (that is, one 
that has not gone through SpellStar's maintenance operation), or could be 
caused by a disk sector read error. 

To restart SpellStar, enter any key. If you were using a SpellStar 
dictionary, the file may need to be restored from a backup disk to 
eliminate any sector errors if they occurred. If you were using a 
dictionary not created by SpellStar, use the dictionary maintenance 
operation to create a SpellS tar dictionary from the file of words. If 
this error persists without a reasonable explanation, please contact 
MicroPro's customer seJ:Vice department for assistance. 
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