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Advance Praise for Head First WordPress

“There are a lot of WordPress books out there, but Head First WordPress once again proves that [this]
series is the gold standard for smart, readable, easy-to-use reference guides for creative web users
everywhere.”

— Paul Andrews

Blogger, author, and journalist; editor of bikeintelligencer.com

“This friendly book offers tips that I haven’t seen in other books, and features useful, real-world scenarios
to help get you up to speed with the latest version of WordPress quickly. ”

—Jim Doran
Software engineer at Johns Hopkins University

‘Administering and managing a WordPress blog can be daunting for the uninitiated. Head First WordPress
walks you through the basics to help you ramp up your WordPress site quickly.

— Ken Walker
Business analyst
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Praise for other Head First books

“Building websites has definitely become more than just writing code. Head First Web Design shows you
what you need to know to give your users an appealing and satisfying experience. Another great Head
First book!”

— Sarah Collings

User experience software engineer

“Head Furst Web Design really demystifies the web design process and makes it possible for any web
programmer to give it a try. For a web developer who has not taken web design classes, Head First Web
Design confirmed and clarified a lot of theory and best practices that seem to be just assumed in this
industry.”

— Ashley Doughty
Senior web developer

“I 89 Head First HTML with CSS & XHTMIL—it teaches you everything you need to learn in a ‘“fun-
coated’ format!”
— Sally Applin
Ul designer and artist

“The Web would be a much better place if every HI'ML author start off by reading Head First HTML
with CSS & XHTML.”

— L. David Barron
Technical Lead, Layout & CSS, Mozilla Corporation

“Head First HTML with CSS & XHTML is a thoroughly modern introduction to forward-looking practices
in web page markup and presentation. It correctly anticipates readers’ puzzlements and handles them
just in time. The highly graphic and incremental approach precisely mimics the best way to learn this
stuff: make a small change and see it in the browser to understand what each new item means.”

— Danny Goodman

Author of Dynamic HTML: The Definitive Guide

“Oh great, you made an XHTML book simple enough a CEO can understand it. What will you do next?
Accounting simple enough my developer can understand it? Next thing you know we’ll be collaborating

as a team or something.”

— Janice Fraser

CEO, Adaptive Path
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Praise for other Head First books

“Behind the Ajax ball? Get out of the shadows with Head First Ajax. You’ll wrap your mind around the
core concepts, and have some fun in the process.”

— Bear Bibeault
Web application architect

‘Ajax 1s more than just revisiting existing technologies, making some small changes to your web
application and then delcaring it Ajax-enabled. Rebecca M. Riordan walks you through all of the steps
of building an Ajax application in Head First Ajax, and shows you that Ajax is more than ‘that little
asynchronous part’, but a better approach to web design altogether.”

— Anthony T. Holdener III
Author of Ajax: The Definitive Guide

“Head Furst Design Patterns manages to mix fun, belly laughs, insight, technical depth and great practical
advice in one entertaining and thought-provoking read.”

— Richard Helm
Coauthor of Design Patterns

“Head Furst Design Patterns 1s close to perfect, because of the way it combines expertise and readability. It
speaks with authority and it reads beautifully. It’s one of the very few software books I've ever read that
strikes me as indispensable. (I'd put maybe 10 books in this category, at the outside.)”

— David Gelernter
Professor of Computer Science, Yale University

“Head Furst Rails continues the tradition of the Head First series, providing useful, real-world information
to get you up and going quickly. [It] is an excellent book for people learning Rails, as well as those
brushing up on the latest features.”

— Jeremy Durham
Web developer

“Head Furst Rails 1s a great, broad introduction to iterative Web 2.0 development. This book will show you
how quick and easy it is to develop robust, next-generation websites.”

— Matt Proud
Systems administrator and developer
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Wouldn't it be dreamy if
there was a book to help me
learn how to build WordPress
sites that was more fun than
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probably nothing but a
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getting started
WordPress from scratch

You’ve got something to say.

Whether it’s just you and your desire to let everyone know about your growing
collection of hand-crocheted Star Wars figures, or a big company with
hundreds of products, blogging let's anyone publish online without having

to be a genius about HTML, CSS, or any other programming. In this chapter,
you'll learn how to get hosting for your blog, install WordPress, and create

and publish your first blog post.

Web publishing for the masses
How WordPress works: the 30,000-foot view
The lifecycle of a WordPress blog post

The Acme Bit and Pixel Company

Download WordPress
The “famous” 5-minute WordPress Install®
Upload your WordPress files to the web server 10
FTP client options 11
—
ot
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— WordPress installation step 2: Configuration 13

—
R WordPress stores all your stuff in a database 14
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. . — Create a new database from your hosting panel 15

videos, images | ——
e — Every blog needs a title 19
—_— database Pilot your blog with the WordPress dashboard 20
style.css e
¥ e Create your first blog post 22
—_—
Use both editors when creating new posts 25
homepage.php

Use Preview to check your post before you publish 27
Remove or replace sample posts before you go live 29
You don’t need Photoshop to edit an image 31
Add an image using the media library 33
Update group permissions to get image uploads working 35
Adjusting images within the post editor 38
Edit your post to move the text down a line 39
Welcome to the Bit Blog 40
Your WordPress Toolbox 41
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changing your blog’s look and feel
A question of style

You’ve finally got your own blog. But it looks so...generic.
Time to make it your own. WordPress comes preloaded with lots of themes you can
apply to your blog, but we’re going to go one step further and make our own custom
theme. Along the way, you'll learn some basic HTML and CSS to really make your blog
look exactly how you want. We'll also delve into CSS rules, which allow you to quickly
change how your blog looks, and take advantage of WordPress widgets to easily add

sidebar content to the blog..

A tale of two sites 44
The Acme Bit Company home page 45
Anatomy of a WordPress theme 51
WordPress themes are a collection of template files... 52
| ... all working in concert 53
PHP is the logic behind your theme 54
Always use the .php extension for WordPress theme files 56
Create a new theme 60
TemP Iate Fﬂes Stylesheets dictate the look and feel of pages in WordPress 62
UP Ol@SG Rules do a lot of work for you 63
WordPress uses stylesheets two different ways 65
Stylesheets identify elements in your HTML 70
Putting it all together 71
Everything looks good but the sidebars 76
#header { Update your sidebar content with widgets 77
background: #ddd; Drag and drop widgets where you want them 78
height: 50px; One theme to rule them all 86
} Your WordPress Toolbox 87
#nav ul {
float: right;
margin: 17px 0 0 O;
}
xi

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



table of contents

content management With wordpress
Beyond the blog

You’re starting to outgrow the blog.

Maybe your business is growing, maybe you need more control of what shows up

where on your blog, and when. Luckily, WordPress handles a lot more than just
chronological blog posts. We'll start to tap into its content management system
capabilities by creating static pages like on a regular website, adding navigation for the
new pages, and changing the home page of your new site so it isn’t your blog. Get ready
v to build a full-fledged website practically without writing a single line of HTML or CSS.

£

WordPress is a content management system 92

WordPress has three main management sections 93

WordPress pages are just posts “outside” the blog 94

Pages are the backbone of your CMS 95

Adding a new page is just like adding a new post 96
Make your URLs manageable with permalinks 100
Permalinks are handled by the web server 101
Page Not Found? 102
Minding your .htaccess file 103
Build your pages with the visual editor 106
1_‘.-.'_ All pages are not created equal 112
| Build navigation using the WordPress menu system 117
PR N s Modify your theme to enable the navigation menu 119
| |. Use CSS rules to control what shows up in the menu 120
WordPress has different home page options 123

- Sandard Bita

No more blog... No more home page either? 125
[ . Add HTML to your new home page template file 126
Fureem ne Then add the Acme site style rules to your CSS file 127
Your WordPress Toolbox 129
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users, categories, and tags

Keeping things organized

It’s time to invite some friends to the party.
Blogging (or managing a WordPress site) doesn’t have to be a solitary venture.

Loads of well-know blogs out there feature multiple user roles, from writers to

editors and administrators. In this chapter, you'll learn how to get multiple people

posting on the same blog, manage the workflow across all those people, and put
We all use the same login

categories and tags to work in organizing your site’s content.
because it's easy—you never

forget the password!

You’re the new editor of Thanks for Mutton 132
WordPress user roles 134
The anatomy of a WordPress user 135
A sample user profile 136
Match users to their appropriate roles 139
Avoid chaos with an editorial workflow 141
Review pending posts from the admin dashboard 142
Categories are big buckets for your content 144
Categories help organize your content 145
Content is key when creating category structures 146
Leftover categories often make good tags 149
I Writers want their pictures next to their posts 154
ol 1 Gravatar makes user pictures easy 156
Gravatar works with your email address 159
Gravatar supports WordPress comments out-of-the-box 160
b o = Your WordPress Toolbox 165
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xiii
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video and plug-ins
Getting things moving

Video can add a whole other dimension to your blog. For nearly
any kind of content, video makes your site more engaging, and gives you readers
plenty more to comment on and share with their friends. In this chapter, you'll learn
how to host your videos online and include them (along with other downloadable
files) in your blog posts. We’'ll introduce plug-ins, which do a lot of heavy lifting (and
coding) for you, and use categories to create a consistent, easy-to-find home for all

the videos on your site.

Adding video to Thanks for Mutton 168

Host your videos outside WordPress 169

Hosting with Vimeo 170

Upload your video to Vimeo 172

Plug-ins make working with other web services easier 178

Find a plug-in for almost anything in the Plug-in Directory 179

Browse and install plug-ins from within WordPress 181

e b s Add additional content and files to your post 188

1E :':-v;:_ reyperks i b b Use the media gallery to attach other files 189

T Use categories to create a video section 192

e o T Use the “more” tag to clean up your home page 195
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podcasting and syndication
Spreading the word

It’s time more people knew about your awesome site.

Your blog is humming along, and you've already figured out how to expand WordPress to
manage an entire website. Now that you’ve got video playing there too, why not expand
your audience base? In this chapter, we’ll discover how to distribute videos through
Apple’s iTunes store as podcasts, and how to syndicate your content so that a ton more

people will find out about your site (and keep coming back for more).

The Thanks for Mutton podcast 200
WordPress is your hub for content distribution 201
The anatomy of a podcast 202
RSS is one way the Web syndicates content 203
The lifecycle of an RSS feed 204
WordPress publishes an RSS feed automatically 208
Vimeo doesn’t work well with podcasting 211
Where’s the video? 215
WordPress embeds its own videos too 216
Add some info to your iTunes feed 219
Use a plug-in to build a special feed for iTunes 220
TSG Podcasting Plug-in 221
Use the Podcasting Plug-in to embed videos for podcasts 224
Feedburner gives you podcast stats 231

Lol : Opverride feeds in the header of our theme 234
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-—-"." Welcome to the Thanks for Mutton podcast 236
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securing wordpress
Locking things down

Not everyone on the Internet is nice.

It's a fact of modern life on the Internet: there are people who spend their time trying
to break into, or hack, other people’s websites. Some do it just for the thrill, others

to cause chaos, and some are simply after sensitive information like credit card
numbers, social security numbers, and other personal information. Now, you'll learn
how to make your WordPress site more secure, with unique usernames, strong
passwords, and more. You'll also kick off automatic backups of all your WordPress

files so you can restore your site if it ever does get hacked, or goes down for other

reasons.
Something’s not right here... 240
You’ve been hacked 242
Keep your WordPress installation and plug-ins up-to-date 244
Avoid file uploads with automatic updates 245
Use FTP to update WordPress if automatic updates don’t work 246
Secure users make secure websites 248
Edit your database to change usernames 250
Databases are made up of tables 251
Add more security to WordPress by protecting wp-admin 255
Create a new authentication realm 256
Security by obscurity 259
You can learn a lot about a site by looking at its head 261
Back up early, back up often 265
Use plug-ins for remote, automated backups 267
Don’t store backups on your web server 268
Connect automated backups to Amazon S3 269
Restoring your backups 269
Import a backed-up database using phpMyAdmin 270
Your WordPress Toolbox 271

Hackers Exposed

This week's interview:
We interview a hacker serving
time for credit card theft

XVi
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making wordpress fast
Time for the passing lane

Speed is important online.

A fast-loading site isn’t just about keeping visitors around. Yes, if your site doesn’t load
quickly then people might just wander off, but a slow site also gets dinged in search results
from the likes of Google, meaning fewer people will actually find your site in the first place.
Beyond just increasing your horsepower, you'll also learn how to use caching, database

optimization, and additional hosting options to beef up your site to handle more traffic, too.

Not again... 274
Keep an eye on your traffic with Google Analytics 276
o Integrating Google Analytics with WordPress 277
G Your site traffic has a lot to say... 278
You've been Dugg 279
i :::: The anatomy of a web page request 280
WordPress performance checklist 283
s Speed up WordPress with caching 284
Start caching with the WP Super Cache plug-in 286
WP-Super Cache turns your blog into a bunch of HTML files 287
Don’t forget about your database 291
Check performance issues with YSlow 294
So much for being class valedictorian... 297
Content Delivery Networks give your web server a break 298
Float around in the Amazon cloud 300
Amazon CloudFront CDN 301
Link Amazon S3 and CloudFront to complete the CDN 302
Distribute your site’s files 304
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aPPenc[‘ix: leftovers
Top ten things (we didn’t cover)

We’ve really covered a lot of ground in this book.

The thing is, there are some important topics and tidbits that didn’t quite fit into any
of the previous chapters. We feel pretty strongly about this, and think that if we
didn’t at least cover them in passing, we’d be doing you a disservice. That's where
this chapter comes into the picture. Well, it's not really a chapter, it's more like an
appendix (OK, it is an appendix). But it's an awesome appendix of the top ten best

bits that we couldn’t let you go without.

Managing comments 312
Migrating from WordPress.com 313
Theme Library 314
Theme Editor 315
WordPress MU (multi-user) 316
BuddyPress social networking plug-in 317
PHP 318
Cloud Hosting 319
Mobile WordPress 320
Search engine optimization (SEO) 321

Xviii
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how to use this book

Who is this book for?

If you can answer “yes” to all of these:

Are you familiar with blogs in general, or currently use
WordPress to publish and manage blogs and websites? ;
It dc(-\mifcly helps if you've alveady

@ Are you familiar with the concepts of web hosting, file transfer 2:{: So{_': solid wc)b development
(FTP) and have a basic understanding of HTML and CSS? oPs oo, but it’s tertainly not

Do you want to learn how to build not just a blog, but a full- required.
fledged WordPress site?
Do you prefer stimulating dinner party conversation
to dry, dull, academic lectures?
this book is for you.
Who should probably back away from this book?
If you can answer “yes” to any of these: Check out Head Fiest HTML with
CSS and XHTML. for an extellent
Are you completely new to blogging and how websites introduction 4o web development,
work? and then tome back and

join us in
WordPressville. J
@ Are you looking for a reference book on WordPress

tools, plug-ins, and the like?

Are you afraid to try something different? Would
you rather have a root canal than mix stripes with
plaid? Do you believe that a technical book can’t be
serious if there’s a foodie blog in it?

this book is not for you. Thanks for Mutton

[Note ‘From ma\rkcf,ingi this book is

for anyone with a eredit tard. Or
tash. Cash is nice, too — Ed]

XX intro
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We know what you're thinking.

“How can this be a serious WordPress book?”
“What’s with all the graphics?”

“Can I actually learn it this way?” Your b

And we know what your brain is thinking. (

Your brain craves novelty. It’s always searching, scanning, waiting for
something unusual. It was built that way, and it helps you stay alive.

So what does your brain do with all the routine, ordinary, normal things
you encounter? Everything it can to stop them from interfering with the
brain’s real job—recording things that matter. It doesn’t bother saving
the boring things; they never make it past the “this is obviously not
important” filter.

How does your brain Anow what’s important? Suppose you’re out for
a day hike and a tiger jumps in front of you, what happens inside your
head and body?

Neurons fire. Emotions crank up. Chemicals surge.

Great. Only
350 more dull,
dry, boring pages.

And that’s how your brain knows...

This must be important! Don’t forget it!

But imagine you’re at home, or in a library. It’s a safe, warm, tiger-free zone. \Jour oram ks
You're studying. Getting ready for an exam. Or trying to learn some
tough technical topic your boss thinks will take a week, ten days at
the most.

Just one problem. Your brain’s trying to do you a big favor. It’s trying
to make sure that this obviously non-important content doesn’t clutter
up scarce resources. Resources that are better spent storing the really
big things. Like tigers. Like the danger of fire. Like how you should
never again snowboard in shorts.

And there’s no simple way to tell your brain, “Hey brain, thank you
very much, but no matter how dull this book is, and how little I'm
registering on the emotional Richter scale right now, I really do want
you to keep this stuff’ around.”

you are here » XXi
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how to use this book

We think of a “Head First’ reader as a learner.

So what does it take to learn something? First, you have to getit, then make
sure you don’t forgetit. It's not about pushing facts into your head. Based on the
|atest research in cognitive science, neurobiology, and educational psychology,

learning takes a lot more than texton a page. We know what turns your brain on.

some of the Head First learning principles:

Make it visual.Images are far more memorable than words alone, and

make learning much more effective (up to 89% improvement in recall and

n transfer studies). It also makes things more understandable. Put

the words within or near the graphics they relate to,

rather than on the bottom of on another page, and learners

and a”: buf Whaf
about those tags?

will be up to twice as likely to solve problems related to the

content.

Use a conversational and personalized style. In

recent studies, students performed up to 40% better on post-

learning tests if the content spoke directly to the reader, using a

first-person, conversational style rather than taking a formal tone.

Tell stories instead of lecturing. Use casual language. Don't take

yourself too seriously. Which would you pay more attention to:

a stimulating dinner party companion, or a lecture?

Get the learner to think more deeply- In other words, unless you actively

flex your neurons, nothing much happens in your head. A reader has to be motivated,

engaged, curious, and inspired to solve problems, draw conclusions, and generate new

knowledge. And for that, you need challenges, exercises, and thought-provoking guestions,

and activities that involve both sidesof the brain and multiple senses.

Get—and keep—the reader’s attention. We've all had the”l
really want to learn this but | can't stay awake past page one” experience.

Your brain pays attention to things that are out of the ordinary, interesting,

strange, eye-catching, unexpected. Learning a new, tough, technical topic

doesn't have to be boring. Your brain will learn much more quickly if its

not.

Touch their emotions. We now Kknow that your ability to remember

something is largely dependent on its emotional content. You remember what

you care about. You remember when you feel something. No, we're not talking

heart-wrenching stories about a boy and his dog. We're talking emotions like surprise,

curiosity, fun, “what the...?”, and the feeling of “l Rule!” that comes when you solve a puzzle,

learn something everybody else thinks is hard, or realize you know something that “I'm more

technical than thou” Bob from engineering doesn’t.

intro
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Metacognition: thinking about thinking

If you really want to learn, and you want to learn more quickly and more deeply,
pay attention to how you pay attention. Think about how you think. Learn how you
learn.

T wonder how I
can trick my brain
into remembering
this stuff...

Most of us did not take courses on metacognition or learning theory when we were
growing up. We were expected to learn, but rarely taught to learn.

But we assume that if you’re holding this book, you really want to learn about o
WordPress. And you probably don’t want to spend a lot of time. And since you’re
going to build more apps in the future, you need to remember what you read. And

for that, you’ve got to understand it. To get the most from this book, or any book or
learning experience, take responsibility for your brain. Your brain on #us content.

The trick is to get your brain to see the new material you're learning
as Really Important. Crucial to your well-being. As important as

a tiger. Otherwise, you're in for a constant battle, with your brain
doing its best to keep the new content from sticking.

So just how DO you get your brain to think that
WordPress is a hungry tiger?

There’s the slow, tedious way, or the faster, more effective way.

The slow way is about sheer repetition. You obviously know that
you are able to learn and remember even the dullest of topics

if you keep pounding the same thing into your brain. With enough
repetition, your brain says, ““This doesn’t fee/ important to him, but he keeps looking at the
same thing over and over and over, so I suppose it must be.”

The faster way is to do anything that increases brain activity, cspecially different
types of brain activity. The things on the previous page are a big part of the solution,
and they’re all things that have been proven to help your brain work in your favor. For
example, studies show that putting words within the pictures they describe (as opposed to
somewhere else in the page, like a caption or in the body text) causes your brain to try to
makes sense of how the words and picture relate, and this causes more neurons to fire.
More neurons firing = more chances for your brain to get that this is something worth
paying attention to, and possibly recording;

A conversational style helps because people tend to pay more attention when they
perceive that they’re in a conversation, since they’re expected to follow along and hold up
their end. The amazing thing is, your brain doesn’t necessarily care that the “conversation”
is between you and a book! On the other hand, if the writing style is formal and dry, your
brain perceives it the same way you experience being lectured to while sitting in a roomful
of passive attendees. No need to stay awake.

But pictures and conversational style are just the beginning,

you are here » xXiii
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how to use this book

Here’s what WE did:

We used pictures, because your brain is tuned for visuals, not text. As far as your brain’s
concerned, a picture really is worth a thousand words. And when text and pictures work
together, we embedded the text i the pictures because your brain works more effectively
when the text is within the thing the text refers to, as opposed to in a caption or buried in the
text somewhere.

We used redundancy, saying the same thing in different ways and with different media types,
and multiple senses, to increase the chance that the content gets coded into more than one area
of your brain.

We used concepts and pictures in unexpected ways because your brain is tuned for novelty,
and we used pictures and ideas with at least some emotional content, because your brain

1s tuned to pay attention to the biochemistry of emotions. That which causes you to feel
something is more likely to be remembered, even if that feeling is nothing more than a little
humor, surprise, or interest.

We used a personalized, conversational style, because your brain is tuned to pay more
attention when it believes you’re in a conversation than if it thinks you’re passively listening
to a presentation. Your brain does this even when you’re reading.

We included loads of activities, because your brain is tuned to learn and remember more

when you do things than when you read about things. And we made the exercises challenging- { -R(ela'x

yet-do-able, because that’s what most people prefer.

We used mudltiple learning styles, because you might prefer step-by-step procedures, while
someone else wants to understand the big picture first, and someone else just wants to see

an example. But regardless of your own learning preference, everyone benefits from seeing the
same content represented in multiple ways.

Fireside Chats

We include content for both sides of your brain, because the more of your brain you
engage, the more likely you are to learn and remember, and the longer you can stay focused.
Since working one side of the brain often means giving the other side a chance to rest, you
can be more productive at learning for a longer period of time.

And we included stories and exercises that present more than one point of view,
because your brain is tuned to learn more deeply when it’s forced to make evaluations and
judgments.

We included challenges, with exercises, and by asking questions that don’t always have

a straight answer, because your brain is tuned to learn and remember when it has to work at
something, Think about it—you can’t get your body in shape just by watching people at the
gym. But we did our best to make sure that when you’re working hard, it’s on the gkt things.
That you’re not spending one extra dendrite processing a hard-to-understand example,
or parsing difficult, jargon-laden, or overly terse text.

We used people. In stories, examples, pictures, etc., because, well, because you’re a person.
And your brain pays more attention to people than it does to things.
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Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



eut this out and stiek it

on Your refrigerator.

@ Slow down. The more you understand,

the less you have to memorize.

Don’t just read. Stop and think. When the
book asks you a question, don’t just skip to the
answer. Imagine that someone really is asking
the question. The more deeply you force your
brain to think, the better chance you have of
learning and remembering,

Do the exercises. Write your own notes.
We put them in, but if we did them for you,

that would be like having someone else do

your workouts for you. And don’t just look at

the exercises. Use a pencil. There’s plenty of
evidence that physical activity while learning
can increase the learning.

Read the “There are No Dumb Questions”
That means all of them. They’re not optional
sidebars—they’re part of the core content!
Don’t skip them.

Make this the last thing you read before

bed. Or at least the last challenging thing.

Part of the learning (especially the transfer to
long-term memory) happens after you put the
book down. Your brain needs time on its own, to
do more processing. If you put in something new
during that processing time, some of what you
just learned will be lost.

Drink water. Lots of it.

Your brain works best in a nice bath of fluid.
Dehydration (which can happen before you ever
feel thirsty) decreases cognitive function.

the

Here’s what YOU can do to bend
your brain into submission

So, we did our part. The rest is up to you. These tips are a
starting point; listen to your brain and figure out what works
for you and what doesn’t. Try new things.

@ Talk about it. Out loud.

®

Speaking activates a different part of the brain.
If you’re trying to understand something, or
increase your chance of remembering it later, say
it out loud. Better still, try to explain it out loud
to someone else. You’ll learn more quickly, and
you might uncover ideas you hadn’t known were
there when you were reading about it.

Listen to your brain.

Pay attention to whether your brain is getting
overloaded. If you find yourself starting to skim
the surface or forget what you just read, it’s time
for a break. Once you go past a certain point, you
won’t learn faster by trying to shove more in, and
you might even hurt the process.

Feel something!

Your brain needs to know that this matters. Get
involved with the stories. Make up your own
captions for the photos. Groaning over a bad joke
1s still better than feeling nothing at all.

Create something!

Apply this to your daily work; use what you

are learning to improve your own blog Just do
something to get some experience beyond the
exercises and activities in this book. All you need

is something to add to your blog, such that you’re
applying the tools and techniques from the book to
your site (or maybe a friend’s site!).

you are here XXV
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read

Read me

This 1s a learning experience, not a reference book. We deliberately stripped out everything
that might get in the way of learning whatever it is we’re working on at that point in the
book. And the first time through, you need to begin at the beginning, because the book
makes assumptions about what you’ve already seen and learned.

We start off by installing WordPress and creating a real post in
your first chapter.

Believe it or not, even if you’ve never blogged or developed a website before, you can jump
right in and starting blogging. You’ll also learn your way around the main interface used for
WordPress.

We don’t cover all the ins and outs of getting hosting for your blog
in the book.

In this book, you can get on with the business of learning how to create a full WordPress
site (not just a blog) without all the complexity of hosting your blog on a hosting comany’s
web server. But, we know that getting hosting (and making sure it is exactly what you need
and set up properly) can be daunting, so we’ve put together a quick screencast with way
more detail and information that you can find at www. headfirstlabs.com/WordPress.

The activities are NOT optional.

The exercises and activities are not add-ons; they’re part of the core content of the book.
Some of them are to help with memory, some are for understanding, and some will help
you apply what you've learned. Don’t skip the exercises.

The redundancy is intentional and important.

One distinct difference in a Head First book is that we want you to really get it. And we
want you to finish the book remembering what you’ve learned. Most reference books don’t
have retention and recall as a goal, but this book is about learning, so you’ll see some of the
same concepts come up more than once.

The Brain Power exercises don’t have answers.

For some of them, there is no right answer, and for others, part of the learning experience
of the Brain Power activities is for you to decide if and when your answers are right. In
some of the Brain Power exercises, you will find hints to point you in the right direction.

XXVi
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the review team

The technical review team

Jim Do\ran

Technical Reviewers:

Tor this book we had an amazing, elite group of tech reviewers. They did a fantastic job, and we’re really grateful for
their incredible contribution.

Co-author of Gates: How Microsoft’s Mogul Reinvented an Industry—and Made Himself the Richest Man in America, career
journalist Paul Andrews has been blogging for a decade and was an early adopter of WordPress. An avid cyclist, he
writes a leading bike blog, Bikelntelligencer.com, dividing his time between Seattle and the San Francisco Bay Area
with his wife Cecile and loyal but obstinate bichon frise, Maggie.

Louis Rawlins works with media as an educator, artist, and engineer. The forests and city streets of his neighborhood
inform his perception of media and advertising which he shares through dialogue and community. He lives and works
in Oakland, California..

As a web designer, teacher and speaker, Jim Doran loves open source technologies and web standards. He’s currently a
software engineer at Johns Hopkins University and a faculty member at the Community College of Baltimore County.
When not hacking WordPress, Jim rides skateboards and makes art which he publishes at Attp://jimdoran. net.

Ken Walker has been passionate about building easy-to-use technology since he first learned how to type. He holds a
bachelors degree in computer science from Rutgers University and works at a financial services firm in New York City.
In the brief moments he’s not working or raising his beautiful family—and probably should be sleeping—Ken shares
the stories of the people who are making an impact in his hometown at www.dailynewarker.com.
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safari

Safari® Books Online

Safari Books Online is an on-demand digital library that lets you easily
Safa rl search over 7,500 technology and creative reference books and videos to
Books Online .
find the answers you need quickly.

With a subscription, you can read any page and watch any video from our library online.
Read books on your cell phone and mobile devices. Access new titles before they are available
for print, and get exclusive access to manuscripts in development and post feedback for the
authors. Copy and paste code samples, organize your favorites, download chapters, bookmark
key sections, create notes, print out pages, and benefit from tons of other time-saving features.

O’Reilly Media has uploaded this book to the Safari Books Online service. To have full digital
access to this book and others on similar topics from O’Reilly and other publishers, sign up for
free at http://my.safaribooksonline.com/?portal=oreilly.
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1 getting started

*
* WordPress from scratch +

You know, I sure enjoy these
made from scratch blogs...

You’ve got something to say.

Whether it’s just you and your desire to let everyone know about your growing collection
of hand-crocheted Star Wars figures, or a big company with hundreds of products,
blogging let’s anyone publish online without having to be a genius about HTML, CSS,
or any other programming. In this chapter, you'll learn how to get hosting for your blog,
install WordPress, and create and publish your first blog post.

this is a new chapter
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web publishing

Web publishing for the masses

With your own WordPress blog, you can easily—and for free—publish
your own writing, pictures, movies, and even software. Before we dive
in to getting WordPress installed and set up, let’s take a look at an
example to see what a real live blog looks like:

The blz% displays a
series ?osJCS; or
artitles, in veverse
th\ronolog’ucal order.
That means the most
vetent ?os{: shows up

This is the Head First
bloo. [+'s incor\?ora{:cd
into our main website, so
it appeavs asatabat — =

www.hcad‘(:irs{:labs.com. ancrves

Head First Labs
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The three phases of Government 2.0 at the {',0\7 O‘p the
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Android OF I
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getting started

How WordPress works: the 30,000-foot view

WordPress is all about the browser. You don’t need to install anything on your own
actual computer—you do everything on another computer (called a web server, more
on that in a minute) that you access over the Internet using your browser. You create
your posts and manage all your WordPress files and settings through a browser, and
on the other end, WordPress creates your blog as a collection of web pages that other
people can view in their browsers, too.

WovdPress converts Your post

—_—

You treate and save Your blog e o et Ehot {:o D

_‘;_‘;\gts . bt“;.\l'fzc::’rlrh‘iiw;/ou people’s browsers when they visit ‘
eve is no tlien | ]

have to install on your computer, your blog ) ﬁb

and You write your post just

like £yping in word protessing

software like Mitrosoft Word.

/—\>D
==>

Browser

@/%

Browser
Web Server ] !
==
WordPress lives on a web server. People Browser

often say this means that it is “hosted”
on that web server. All your files for
the blog are stored on Lhis web sevver so
obhers tan view them on the Web.

Let’s take a closer ook at
how this a]l works...

you are here » 3
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at your web service

The lifecycle of a WordPress blog post

So we said that WordPress is installed on a web server. A web server is simply another
computer somewhere that you can access over the Internet. At its most simplest, a web
server delivers web pages to other computers over the Internet. But most servers also

allow you to store/upload files, run programming scripts, and even allow other people
(your site visitors) to contribute content as well (such as comments on your blog).

This is where you ereate a post
e e g in WordPress. [£ is a form (or
- .r - Ty “editor”) that You ‘pi” it out in

{ —_— The form where you
manage Your posts lives
on 3 web sevver, along

' with all the other Liles
that WordPress eveates,

- uses, and stoves for your
===z E blogs. That intludes
[ EE . . things like images and
your browser videos and data —
cvcr\/{:hing is stored on

the web server.

On this side, you are using a
browser to create your blog...

—
—

—
=

—_—

videos, images

Your browser window, and should
look pretty familiar if You use
software like Mierosoft Word.

~— -

—
—

—
=

—_—
—

style.css

\ =T
\ Web Server

(WordPress
lives here)

P
—
—
— database
=
homepage.php
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getting started

... and over here, someone is {yping
When someone types in the URL of your blog’s URL into a hrowser.

Your blog, their browser sends 3
\\ ¥ i =
] '.——-—-—_

“request” to WordPress (on the web

serveyr).
visitor’s browser

On the web sevver, WordPress pulls the

Corvesponding tontent, images, and data
for that URL and sends the blog post

(whith is a web Page) to the visitor's

browser-.
4in Head First Labs These two parts—creating the blog and someone
@ ===~ =1 viewing the blog—happen asynchronously. That is, they

don’t necessarily happen at the same time. You create
and publish your blog, and someone might come read
it minutes, hours, or days later. In the middle of it all is
the web server, which acts both as host for your blog’s
files, and as the mechanism that serves it all up to
anyone who wants to read your blog,

www.headfirstlabs.com/archive.php NOW Iet’S see it
in getion...
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ready, set, blog

The Acwe Bit and Pixel Company

YT e @ Compary

Lol e Lt [ et i nemwnt o o o

| 0 Mbowt Acme il CerPeosucts. [ Contast Us

Acme Bit is a leading manufecturer of hinary information units
for the computing and telecommunications industries

U5 B Lo vt S5k o are T3 WA Lot iftus S5 o A Bl B Lo i S50 6 S
conasolelr adipaong o, sad do conasolelr adipisiorg o, sad do conasciel’ adipisiong el sed do

whisrod lermpor rokdide! ! ot el shuseod lemeor Pecidonl ol o el whoseod lemees incickdunt ul lebone el
Soltrs Tagra lgua. LTS B2 SRim Solons Tagrd Bigua. LR A S minin | Soions g Algua. LB snirm &2 s

BT, (S NOAITUD S0l MORE RN T,
T RO,

Qi OB EomE (a0

Hey I really need your
help! T want to start a
blog but don't even have
the time to figure out

where to begin...

This is the Aeme Bit home page

Acwe Bit needs a blog, stat!

Acme Bit and Pixel has a basic website, but your friend Jay—the VP
of Engineering—is also a big mover and shaker in the industry. He
wants a way to share his neverending stream of ideas, and maybe
even publish videos of his conference keynotes and lectures. He
really wants a blog, but he’s too swamped coming up with new Bits
to do it himself. He’s offered to pay you, so do you think you could
help him out?

Before Jay can start blogging, we
need fo get WordPress set up.

6 Chapter 1
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getting started

Pownload WordPress

WordPress is free, open source software, meaning the code that runs it is freely
available for anyone to download, install, and modify—it’s one of the reasosns
WordPress is so powerful. There are no paid licenses, fees, or “boxed copies” of the
software. To get WordPress, you simply download it from their website, install it, and
run it on a web server. (Don’t worry, we’ll explain the web server part in a minute.)

Aann R TR

Al ,|-_|; I ——

ey sl -

o Point your browser at:
http:/ /wordpress.org/download

o

Click the main download button. The WordPress
ZIP file should download to your computer.

€  Find the downloaded ZIP file and double click it
to unpack the contents. WordPress is now ready to
be configured and uploaded to your hosting server.

A ZIP file is \')us{: a folder full of Liles .
4hat's been squashed down (Com\?rcssc.d) into
a single Lile. This makes the overall size
detvease and makes the software easier and

Laster to download.

Don’t worry about hosting or servers

We will cover all that a little later and help you get going with WordPress’s 5-minute
mstall. If you have web hosting already, great! Just hang tight and we’ll help you set it
up in just a minute.

you are here » 7
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wordpress installation checklist

The “famous” 9-wminute WordPress Install®

There are two ways in install WordPress: The first is manually, by setting up a database,
uploading the files and running through the install process step-by-step. Your other option is
to use a “One-click Install” offered at many of the prefered hosting companies recommended
by WordPress. These are automated processes that do all the necessary steps for you and email
you when your blog is ready for use. They’re quick, easy and alomst never fail. The problem
is, you're not really learning what’s going on under the hood—and the engine that runs
WordPress is important. So, if you’re in a hurry, go ahead and do the One Click Install. But
we encourage you to stick around and install WordPress from scratch—at least once—so you
can learn about all the cool stuff that make WordPress possible.

This is the “One Click” WordPress install from MediaTemple—
one of the hosting ompanies retommended b\/ WordPress. 9 H-Llick Applications

o & varinty of
g Poabar e ps

& ot P iy
W fust @ fow Clicky P

Applieation List

Tarkr e mppication you want bo ne el from the el bl

Dirupal (v6.15)
Drupal 18 an open source content managemen! pladerm, Equipped with a powarful —
hinnd of fanturms, Drupal can SuEpon o sty of wahsing rmaging from pomoanal
webdogs o large community-diven websltes, More information

FOEBEED BT

-E' Drupal

WardPresa (vi.0.2)
WordPress is a stalg=0f-the-art semantc parsonal publishing plathonm with a focus on start

puosthelios, web standands, and usability. What o mouthful. Wond Press is both frog omd
priceless altha same Bme, Mors infarmation

ZenCan (vi.LE)

- ar

ﬁf-m Ldn Zan Cart truly 1S the art of e-commarce; 8 frea, usarriendly, Opan source shopping start
) cart system. Mo information., ? <

To install WordPress from serateh, start
with the readwme.htwl "
Check it out. We've alveady .
This file is located in co:.\:lc{:cd the fivst step. You 5—”‘"\ IhS‘ta” g.tcPs
the unzipped folder you did download WordPress, vight? FW_WMB

downloaded earlier.
2. Complete tonfig.php

Installation: Famous 5-minute install 3 MP' d £ L
" YPload tiles to serv
v»

1. UnZip the DECKEGE in &5 Smpny SieCmory. 4- Ch t ‘F (4
2. Open g wp-coad Dg-aesple . php with 2 iexT edicor ke WordPad or similar and 11 in yoor darabase o oose g "HC

LT derails. °v. your b,
3. Save the file 8 wp-config.pha and entev i .
pieorimine: a valid email addvress
8 Open e - admin ) is0Elohe m your browser. This thould Lefup the tiblet nesded for your biog. I there B an 5 I S{a”

wivar, double check your wi-canlig.pha file, and by dgain, o it Tl agién, please §o b e supgon foruma with - In

o much data a8 you can gather
B. Nate tae pastward ghen ta yao
7. The insall scripr should then tesd you [0 The login page. Sigm bs wiah the username adsin and the passwornd
gesserased during the installation. You can then Ciick on Frofile’ 10 change the password.
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getting started

Wait! I still don't get WHAT we are
installing WordPress on. I thought you
said I don't have to download anything
on my computer—and what is this web
server you keep talking about?

Use a web hosting company for your web server

Don’t worry, this isn’t as scary as it sounds. You just downloaded WordPress
so you’ll have all the files that you need to put up on your web server. There
are thousands of companies out there that offer hosting on a web server, and
you can get space on a server for less than a few trips to Starbuzz Coffee
each month. We’re going to use MediaTemple because they are one of the
recommended hosting providers for WordPress. You can use any host you
want, just make sure that they support WordPress. You should be able to find

an FAQ) or section on their website that lists support for blogging and content
management systems.

o B, T - B et g R b ¢ Pty o ey b o
e i

| @

' i dia =
[n this book we will use the Me
_lv_;my\c Qrid Sevvice (wttp://
mcdia{xmvlc.nc{/ webhosting/as/ )

for all hosting, server and database U —

examples. However, any hosting that

su?\?ov{’,s WordPress will work ")us{:

fine. " o 4

! ol s o by st

[E 1 s B o

I§ Media Temple is overkill
for your needs, Drcamho.s‘c
o-(:‘(:cvs theaper \'\os{:\ng with
the same |-Click Install £hat
Media Temple has.

you are here » 9
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file transfer protocol

Upload your WordPress files to the web server

Now that we have hosting we can move on with this installation. Before we can go any
further, you need to get the files you downloaded earlier up onto your hosted web server.
They’re only on your computer right now so you can move them to the web server.

We've going to skip step 2 for
now and tome back to it oncte
we have our files on the sevver-

3 Upload files to sevver

4% Choose 3 title for Your blog
and enter 3 valig email addvess

5. Install

Start with an FTP client

FTP stands for File Transfer Protocol and it’s the easiest way
to get files to a remote server—like a web server. Once you
log in to the server through the FTP client, you can move files
between your local computer and the web server, as if it were
just another folder on your computer.

Lee ¥ =o-bog-beasiopho
T e et
¥ =o-comementirial.pho

|t allows you to dvag and drop

' v
tom &
(1.0 @ so-nchden g
i £ *

(s 2.1

3
£
5
:

if

[EET]

An FTP ¢lient is divectory system,
\)uS{: like on Your desktop tomputer-.

files to and From your web server-.

1nq

wmar ikl (3 Rawid

Siatn dle

All this login information is available
From within Your attount with your
web host of thoice.

10 Chapter 1
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’ You have 1o log in before you

tan add or vemove Files from
Your web sevver.
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getting started

FTP client options

There are plenty of free and paid FTP clients out there to choose from.
Here are a few recommendations for both Windows and the Mac.

Freel
Transmit (Mac) Smart FT7 (Windows)

LTl — B

http://panic.com/transmit http://lwww.smartftp.com

Cyberduek =

Cute FTP

s SE— = = T 55
. T el
i . ’-h’ [ H
& Ry F =
L tjecPrEepRada a1 <200 |
T e e TS | R S B
W ) — —r —— = ey
[ sl smarga s opmm BEEPALECFREN RALSGT] E ok [ TR TR T FEEEREToN [ S— [ a— e
| (= L A (LT TR R v T TR (R T e Ml Rt Beetd 20N
\ [ [— TP Sl WS040
———— ] mregss i [RARIE PP
[EETE Bl B Adriiite
- s bl ik
N IHE . Aookwer et . IN2006E
Wi [ YT
F-nlrl'wlf\d e w‘ . Applapher el . LN EO0
g I A
— Kk v s . e T
< I N MITE . AT AT 17T |
m-l-l.llll.l-llﬂ:ﬂ Y [T LA k Ll 4‘:
[ N = = et 2
— Pk == WV - TP Nt b DATE T T dos ||
— e e = A - [ T ——r T S ||
| e [ e L T T U R T, |
I - - i e sl ¥ ke i)
#- K '
e o e, s 91 Tﬂ_' |
T
http://cyberduck.ch http://Iwww.cuteftp.com

Let's take one for a spin. Download and open up one of the above FTP clients, log in to your
web server using the credentials supplied by your web host and upload all the files that you
downloaded from Wordpress.org. Hint: make sure you upload the files to the “public” area on
your server (you can find this from your host).

you are here » 11
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exercise solution

Download and open one of the above FTP clients, log in to your web server using the
credentials supplied by your web host, and upload all the files that you downloaded from
Wordpress.org.

Exercise
LutiOoN

o Drag and drop your WordPress files to the server.
Depending on the FTP client you are using you should be able to drag all the
files in the downloaded WordPress folder up to the public directory on your web
server (this may vary depending on the host).

| | [ | .
[Ewordpress 8] (< 1+ L B (<[=) | On Media Temple the
faoe [ ) wp-biog-Peaderot r *| [ ogi-bin I e himl folder located
eyl g b ol ﬁm inside our domain is
F wi-cemmentirssd.ohg [ made £ {:o d
hxip ¥ wo-config-iample by . e where we wan \rop
L Bl wp-coment " . L iles.
# wp-croe ghp . [ srvien our ‘(:|lc
¥ we-feed.pha owen 3
doc Bl wp-indlades " i ﬁ
e ¥ we-linki-ogenilohp d
kaip € wp-inad. php 2 i -
o) wp-login php et —
E? aa ¥ we-rail.phg e — ——
¥ we-pas.php p—
£5) ¥ wperdf.ohp
-} ¥ wo-regiiter.pha i I
P o wperiLphp 1
& wp-riad, php __-ﬁ i
el a T wpeaflingi.php i 0
e Ry F wp-trackiBack php . R e
szip 1§ smirpcphp " " - e ) i
( IR il . ; e : .‘ﬁ_
ot Gbuff. (26 iBamil i aEulf. ih el - -‘
Stasu: e — ﬁ —
(7 —
e

I/(sually, in 3 split-view FTP ¢lient .

the left side is your local computer You {:‘ an clirag{:\/ow files (:::;mdﬂd\:’.icsdkit:m\;
. ST h tation on Your har

and the vight side is your web server. ?:J; {e},rc ;Ti;ocv;im{.y This will copy the files

+o the web sevver.

L
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getting started

WordPress installation step 2: Configuration

You should now be able to browse to your domain (www.yourblog.com) and Don't worry if You don't have 3
see the screen below. This is the first step in getting a working blog up domain name yet. You ¢an use the

and running. temporary URL. or [P addvess
\_ that Your web host assigned to

your site.
| P “H WiwdPrani « Brnoe (—\
L Lo e B rupcs v comns & WEr Gooy b

This eonfirms our upload
worked so 9o ahead and ¢lick
the “Create a Configuration
e e O3, 31 i pormaie e ol b e Somm' w8 v o T e File” button to move on to the
waw € oo massaly creans the B
next step.

Creste 3 Corfiguration Fla

ANA WeralPew o Sty Conabapation File
L Lim..._....-... S S ———— = Mo

Database hame?
Password? I don't have
a database that I know of.
I think I should have used
the 1-Click option...

@ WoRDPRESS

13 WerdPrai. IFe QaTTing A, we AHE B IfETRanion o0 the SRabast. You il R 13 e T
© Bemi belasr prattoting

A Dtidiia rdr
D asine LstonaTe
DI (LR

. Datidast beal

Tabiw prefin OF o wan i Ra O (e Do WerdPrens in 8 daght e e

B Py emana this st M oraaton dosar’s work, St wormy. AN i Soes Is (e o6 databass
farmalins b o cealiguration Bbe, Vo mar g deply aees wgerom {Lg-senpbe, php b5 o e el 18 &
o Informstion, wd e i wge-ooa 1. PR

W B ESCO, T TR AR B DR 0 YR T O D BT O oL G0 RO e T TR, [
wil fobd B o3Flet e betocn vou G coatitun Fyount B chidy

Ler's gl

o=min Install Steps
I Hnpack WordPress files

We're not quite veady for Step — %—Wmﬂ(%m

4 yet. We've going to need to 90
back to #2 and take eave of : Choose a it for your blog
some COV\‘FiSMV‘a‘{Zion Don't worry, and enter 3 valid email addvess

5. Install

WordPress will help us.

you are here » 13
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storing your stuff

WordPress stores all your stuff in a database

Every time we add content to WordPress, whether it’s a new post, page, theme, or comment, we are
creating data that has to be stored somewhere. We can’t store this on our local computer because it
has to be available to the Internet and WordPress 24/7. So, WordPress uses database software called
MySQL, a free, open source (just like WordPress) database that is very popular among web-based

applications. Because of its popularity, MySQL is already installed on almost every web host so you
shouldn’t have to worry about it not being available.

The MYySQL database is made
up of Lables that hold vows of

—_—

—_— '—_ data velated to our WordPress
N T installation. You ¢an have muH:'lzlc
—_— databases on the same server Yor

diffevent sites and blogs.
wp_comments

wp_options
= — L/';

wp_users

When a visitor loads a Page on /N
your blog, WordPress pulls the

COwcsFonding information from the

wp_usermeta

All the tontent and text you see
in the WordPress dashboard and

—_—
S —_— ~ i from
MYSQL database and sends th e —_— on the live blog originates
information to the web pha;c, e . — our database.

wp_posts wp_links /
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getting started

Create a new database from your hosting panel

Don’t be intimidated by MySQL. For the most part you’ll have limited interaction with it and the
installation process is the only time you need to mess with settings. To start, we need to log into our
hosting panel and get the database set up. On Media Temple, that looks like this:

Media Tewmple Control Panel
/_?CV‘/ web host has an online tontrol

[Tadla e o

L — e Panel wheve You ¢an log in and
manage Yyour sites. Here we're looking
for something ¢lose to “MAnagc

[} Gric-Sarvica Control Pansl Databases” or “Manage MySQL”.
@ B e ..
¢ e e Ry

R — — R

b [ mem— ;I Manage Databases

S g Create, manage, and set permissions
e P - for your databases.
i 1 '."_""“.":“ 4 ""“"" -
e
) e [ S e [ St i Under “Manage Databases” we ean

eveate new MySQL databases, add .
database users and passwords, and assign
those users permissions {0 attess our

I ' newly tveated database.

Log into your hosting panel (in our case, Media Temple) and
locate the MySQL or Database options. Within that menu, add
a new database called acme. You will also need to create a
database user and grant them full access to the acme database.

you are here » 15
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sharpen solution

_ rpen your pencil
[ hluhﬂn Log into your hosting panel (in our case, Media Temple) and

locate the MySQL or Database options. Within that menu, add a
new database called acme.

Q Create a new database for WordPress.
M 3 bb . M
Using the “add new database” functionality, create anew g _nn—g::m.ur;:\l::a. and set parmissions
database to hold the Acme WordPress data. In Media fior your datahasas
Temple, they give us an automatic prefix.

Database List . Global Settings 4 Add A Database 1- MySOL Containey é
o Audd MySOL & Postgre D83
1 Specify Your Database Name an71072_ "
2 select Database Type MySQL 5.1.26 1@

Theve might be other options for database type—
make sure Yyou thoose some vaviation of MySRL.

e Create a new database user and password.
We need a username and password to access our database. It’s a good idea to create
a single user that only has access to a single database. This way we keep all our data
secure and avoid confusion with multiple users and passwords.

Add A Database User L7 ]

{ i i base and usernames
Media Temple uses a special prefin for da{:_a '

wiih;n M\/SYQL- Your host may do things dl‘cﬁcrcnﬂ\/—-\)us{: make
sure You treate a unique database for the Aeme blog,

16 Chapter 1
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Grant permissions to the new user.
The last thing we have to do is give our new database user the appropriate permission to
access the acme database.

Databass Nama
db71072 acme 0 §] 2]

|

Clicking on “Admin" will take you
to the ?hPM\/Admin |05'm streen.

o

Take your new database for a spin.

Just to make sure everything is up and running, choose
“admin” and enter the username and password you just
created. If the login is successful, you should see your

database name in the left column.

tod Rdmin [ Delete

I‘('\ \/ou elick on \/ou\r da{:abasc \/ou’" be Jt:akcvx {:o
another detail seveen. We don't have tables yet, but
after the install this will be full of them.

You shouldn't ever have
+o tome in here to do
anything after the

T T e e ey Y <

£ B /LR NP TN R IO [ AN 7 (A B a1 1 STRaRe ke w AL AARINIOORANT 08 [ Ol ¢ rogle

[l Cookies must ba enabled past this point.

—

> Internail-db.s7 107 2.gridserer.com phpMyAdmin - 211.0 install is done. This is
#@E00 P e ] b WBOL et verses: 100 O‘F « »n d 'Ea
'm‘ ¥ Pl vwwian 43 b ] PHP snesmions eradl ) move a vraw a
* KD Bavar irirrabdb SHOF phlserectrn v TCPAR  Liguuigs gt ] . like lookina under
S st b ¥ P ST arrl S 6 o Trarwa rSeyin — = view—Ii1Ke ool S
ﬁmwm_ ik e ouripnt = 4he hood of WordPress.
s He B e
A 2 Pyl v
s Pvtiegee et pFpARy e Horipe
O Coow MyGLL, rvivms sfomaton ¥ |[Crargelog] [Dubversoe] fLival
T D MG sprten s 0
E Pocsss (%
Lot Doty wrat Seliatires
(-] m:m-" K
e
A Expet
rLangumge (1)
| Emglish (isa - 859 1) i phpM yddmin
- O e pPpA AT e
rLeg in@ This is ealled
i l ] PHPMyAdmin—we use
it to see a graphical
Y‘C?Y‘CSCY\{a‘EIOV\ our
MySQL. database.
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database

details

Almost there...

Now that we have our database name, username and password, we’re ready to procede with the

installation. The next screen has us filling in the database connection information so WordPress can
build all the tables it needs.

Bl yous Ahould enter your ditetase connection detaii, If you're mot wune sboot Bk, contacl your hait

Database Mams

wondpress
User Mame [[re— Your HySOL ustmame
Pasiward pansward el WBYSTIL paryd,
Darabase Host ¥ou should be able 10 g s isfn from
localhost
PRI WO
Table Prefis ey IT yesg want o rum mulriple WeedPress

@WDRDPRESS

vour web host, f Localhost dees

g,

Thie rame of the derahass you want B3 run
WP in.

Instakations in & siagle darabise, Change

S, ] S

Yo s it g A

«lohe
- :
o baia i gargtiom, o W [ R
: [ q““wm" e :-i e it -
s T 1BAMET, o g sare Sriaran
® degRel EHE, i g .ﬂdqu-‘_.'lru ::“ L L
o u;l‘ll-*:;?!:: ll-!.“wlr-'rl v Wl BLVINR
- 4

Agn BEFLEL .-';\-“:m i Wie

Lg.phe et
w ey fUle bR v l'-:"‘“’“‘ b:.":‘,,,, s, o8 T

» geyraiienten. Tow da0t = he

" b Tap-cortin e e ALY
-

P L

e
A e amrE TR R W e mus

i U

Chapter 1

Fill out the fields using the
database information we created
earlier. Make sure You intlude
any prefixes that your hosting

provider appended to users and
database names.

You tan leave the table prefix
at the default “wp_". This is
used to prevent table naming
eollisions if you on|\/ have one

database to use.

When you elick “Submit” WordPress will
attempt to ereate the configuration
file (step #2). Theve is a good thante
this won't work and WordPress will \')us'[:
give You Lext to copy and paste into the
Cowcigwa'l:ion Lile.

£ You see this sereen—log back
in to Your FTP tlient and eveate
a file ealled config.php in the
same folder as the vest of the
WordPress files. Paste the text
from the install sereen and then
cliek “Run the [nstall.”
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Every blog needs a title

OK, it’s been a little longer than 5 minutes, but we’re just about done. The

final step is to provide WordPress with a blog title—we’re using “Acme Bit Give your H°5 a title and thoose
Blog” for this project—a username and password for the administrative a username and password for
user (which you’ll use to log in to your dashboard), and an email address. +he main attount.
Click “Install WordPress” and you should be greeted with a success message.
If something went wrong, WordPress will try and help you fix it. /
Information needed 4
Penie provide the fofiowing informition. Don't worty, you e sbways change these sestings laber Hm{: dov\,{: use (adm,ma ‘(:OY‘ {\'\;
................. — )
og T Acme Bi Biog username. [{'s the default agm
< ——F— it tan leave your site prone
Usar Nama haékihﬁ a‘{';{;al',ks-
Pavwword, trwice
A pasvwid will Be
wrlieaaally gererited sssamssEms e
For you i you Beses thig
ek Sirong
Mamr The papuword shosld T o5 st srern Chancnery inng, To /s B GUORGEY, Ute Lpees and
lowti Cabi lotbbr, Pt And Syrabol e P FIN AR L
Vs Bt hellogacmebit.com Onte You click “Install WordPress”
Thabl "k shar Al addence Eefevn i \/ou’ll be grected with a suteess
B Allow my bilog I appeir A ssdfch engeten Mie Coogls and Technnorasi mCSS&SC YY‘OM"‘{',IY\S YOM ‘{:0 los n
with Your new username.
Install WordPress & —

) !
I®WDRDPRESS S—min [nst3l| S{:cps

ST - Unpatk WordPress files

‘WaordPress s baan intralsd, Were you eupscting mare sTapaT Sorry 1a dhusppaine

Username acmeadmin
Password Tour choden mhiwand.
Log In

you are here » 19
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high flying blog

Pilot your blog with the WordPress dashboard

The WordPress dashboard is the starting point for managing your blog and all
its content. From here you can add posts, manage users, change options and
install plug-ins—all things we’ll be doing in the coming chapters. You can even
automatically update WordPress when new versions of the software become

available. This page will change over time as you add to the site.

1 Dashboard
[re—

L} Commesiy

1V Acme Bit Blog

o Appmamnog

 Dashboard

Baght how

1 Pow

I Page

1 Catagaty 1]
O Tags L4]

Thams Teasnty Tan with & Whdgen Charge The=

VYou W Eting WordPress 18- bats]

Bacesy COMMEnts

Slr WordPeesa o Hello world! #
1, 8 8. & CommanLTa ebiE & GO, jatl kg in and
i v OAT'S CommErar. THene yos sl fuvs

Yaw s

Eacoming Lisis

Thik dinhbodid widget guirsn Coogie Bog Jaerch 43 thil when
arother Blog hakch B0 your 18c § Wil ihow op hene. & has loond ne

OO Bnich v BN DRy = Eng B e run

Flugieas

Mot Popular
Post videos snd photo galleres {Inall)

Pl e oo aed pheoto gallerien /anh ihdribows cially ind i
(e

Hwest Plugins

Fictage Link {intally

For Puzags Mamban., Thit plag-in daplaps 2 geesraied Bt of youw
SCTiw FTIL TR TGN CUIISTEESbIS opEia

you \')us{: treated.

Contesy

Tags

Lavew Diralt B

Bacesm Dwafis

‘WordPress Development Blog

5 Lo, Bems  Aps

Rrrm + wihen | penbod faher about th Twiller ancoust, ind | sl
that hopahuly vees'd fnd cut kaser 1oday what has Ba

SR U
50 Buiy el teateri, B i your Soment. the WosaPreid 10 betd 1
hat Sttived! Thit it 5 narly beta. Thiy meaed thare ioe 3 Trw Bingt
e vl Pnivhing, W |

T, Tt Az L

Thik po i abo the PWardPress Twines aosuns. 1a & you don't
e Tesithes, & oL ik @bl Trithir, Ban el Bt o R the
tiresp yor aght Mdws AREOE PRSEG LY BOAE 590 play SuThide [or am
eavalent] inaead. Dy, 50, Twiner! Whes @il those apgs. stared
Ponmng uB Uiing the Twithi AR thisg ||

O WerAPTELY NEws
e S e —
e e

Acmae Bit og

Log in to the WordPress
admin dashboard with the
same username and password

.
|
|

P .....---..----.1-1_1-._—.-.----\..|._J

il U
Clicking the blog title at the top of the il
dashboard will take you out to Your blog :
home page. Take a look. —_— = L
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WordPress
TDashbeard Up

RN

Clese

The main Dashboard
navigation takes you
back to the home

Dashboard dashboard page
L. . d will also alevt
The ‘Eo? nawga{:lon grou? dcals wn{:h COV\'ECW{: U d ates an
on Your site. Here you'll find options to - P you when you have

treate new posts, add links, and upload

media.
s Posts

Media

5 s help you manage your s
@:i LI'I]][E si{:c's\lcow(:igwa{ion. You "E.!‘ll_"’m, Users
¢tan add users, thange
|D P&EE’E the look and feel, and ‘h“EI Tools
install ?lug-—ins.
e e Settings

The bottom n&vigaﬁon
9roup intludes links to

Q: What operating system does
WordPress run on?

A: WordPress doesn’t run on an
operating system like you would expect

of standard desktop software. Instead it
runs on a “platform”—a collection of server
and database software. This collection of
software usually runs on a Linux operating
systems, but Mac and Windows can also
be used. It's recommended that you run
WordPress in a LAMP (Linux, Apache,
MySQL, PHP) environment, a common
platform on most webhosts.

therejare no
Dumb Questions

Q: Media Temple is expensive. Do
you have any other reccommendations
for hosting providers?

A: If you don’t want to make the
monthly commitment to Media Temple,
there are lots of other options out there.
Dreamhost (http://dreamhost.com) gives
you massive amounts of space and
bandwidth at a very inexpensive rate.
There are also free options but you may
have very little control over your server
and software. Just remember to select a
host that supports WordPress.

Appearance
£ Plugins

softwave updates.

Q: Can’t | just run WordPress on my
home computer?

A: Actually, you can! We don’t
recommend you host WordPress on

your computer but you can set up a
development environment on your local
machine so you don't have to set up
your site live on the Internet. There’s too
many steps to list here, but check out the
appendix for more info.

you are here »
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http://dreamhost.com

time to start posting

This text and imaae tan be downloaded from

Create your first blog post Wbkpi/ /s headd stlabs com/ WordPress

Your friend Jay has sent over the first post he

wants up on the site. Now that the installation is Our Bits are Better
complete we’re ready to start adding content to o
our blog. (soon you’ll be able to set Jay up to post ¢me, all we know are bits. We"
. We q
on his own, but for now we’ll get things started tg;eat lengths to bring the best tale\r/let ;etehn 90ing to
for him). our team and that shows in o e bit industry

ur product. Che
of our 16, 32 and 64-bijt model:.!< out

+ Posts y 'I;':i:dt::de in Chicago, IL
* stakingly bui i .
* Available ig Y built to Industry-leading standards

the new features

- N custom 128 anqg 256-bit sizes
Add New | |

Categories 64
Post Tags

Everything you need 1o write your

‘FiYS‘l‘, EOS{Z tan bc ‘FOIll;hd I‘;\ ‘{:"\C POS{:S K T"\C covy <Foy- -[;hc ‘Firs{; blog ‘Dos{;
menu trom the dashboard. We need to get this up ASAP.

R e e 89 e P B+ Bty
Wi &Ko b |

| .'“. Acne: flan and Poed Blog [ v 1 b Ol

Add a new post from the menu and
s?cnd a <cew minutes Playing avround
with the page. Don't worry about

messing anything up, we tan always

vemove this “fest” post.

= Akl New Post

midm R e == At L T ey |
— G LR R R R - -

Theve are two “editors” inside of
‘Wov-dPrcss: Visual and HTML (or the
‘Mavkup” editor). The Visual editor
_________ is the default—it’s wheve You treate
the eontent for your post, and

looks a lot like most word Protessing
softwave. Take a look at the HTML
editor as well—what do You notice
are the main differences between the
two oP‘(:ions.?
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getting started

.. +
* WHAT'S r? v:;tvnit'r

Match each new post page element to its function within WordPress.

Past Tags I allow you to add HTML tags to your

ages and posts.
A pag p

Separate fags with commas.

hoose from the m ost Ta

I can help you organize content and
information within your site. I'm also

a snapshot of the contents of a post.

Tarana

I'm in the Visual Editor and help you
modify the way text looks.

B 7 s = iz |

Categories

Adding content to me displays
alternate text or a teaser on the home
page of the blog.

All Categories  Most Used

™ Uncategorized

I can help you organize posts into
large “buckets” and give you the
ability to customize your site based on
my content.

+ Add New Caregory

you are here » 23
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what’s my purpose solution

.. +
* WHAT'S r? v:.ntvn:t"r

SQA\LLULUT\QN

Match each new post page element to its function within WordPress.

Post Tags

Add
Separate fags with commas.
Choose from the most wsed tags in Post Tags

b 7 | link b-guote

tuanz

B 7  &Ec = iE

Categories

All Categories  Most Used

™ Uncategorized

We'll cover tategories (and tags) in
Chapter 4.

+ Add New Caregory

I allow you to add HTML tags to your
pages and posts.

I can help you organize content and
information within your site. I'm also
a snapshot of the contents of a post.

I'm in the Visual Editor and help you
modify the way text looks.

Adding content to me displays
alternate text or a teaser on the home
page of the blog.

I can help you organize posts into
large “buckets” and give you the
ability to customize your site based on
my content.

24
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getting started

Use both editors when creating new posts

Visual Editor

Wordpress Editors

wrmmalink: ¢ D Changs Frrmdiog

Upload/insent |= Vsl

B f s iz |Z « H NN T @ =

Wordpress Editors

Each editor mode has different pros and cons. Play with both and see which
one you like best.

P b = EnEn

Word foust 20 Do dbvwed il 403511 am

I:l Also known as a “WYSIWYG” editor (What
You See Is What You Get)—it mimics the
behavior of an advanced text editor or word
processor.

I:l In this mode you can highlight text, apply
styles and see the results immediately—as
they’d look on the live site.

WordPress has two text editing modes: Visual and Markup. The visual editor will be immediatly
familiar to anyone who’s used a word processor or services like Google Docs. The markup (or
HTML) Editor is different in that it allows you to edit the raw HTML that makes up your post.
This comes in handy when you need to do something to your text that’s not supported in the
visual editor, and it can also be used to add IDs and classes to our HT' ML tags..

Ed note: “Head First HTML with
CSS and xHTML” is a great way to

learn all abou{‘, HTML!
Markup Editor

Wordpress Editors

Uipload [Insert  [= 7 . HTML
1] B0k S-guobe o Ind img Wl ol ode Mot Kokup  Ckoie Liga
curongeWordpress Eduors < /stronge

<span style="color #000000; > Each editor mode has different pros and cons. Play
with both and see which one you e best.</spanx

O v af 40513 arm

I:l The markup editor gives you more control

over what the final HTML of your post will
look like. You’ll notice paragraphs and some

words are surrounded by tags in <> brackets.

I:l You can highlight and apply styles (just like

the visual editor) but the result is a new
HTML tag, not the visual style itself. You’ll
have to click back to the Visual Editor or
Preview the post to see the results.

arpen your pencil

Add the post content that Jay sent over and give the bulleted list a
class of “features.”

Hint: Classes are special HTML attributes that help us identify
elements in CSS and Javascript. They can also add semantic
meaning to container and parent elements like <div> and <span>.
Check out http://w3schools.com/html for more help.

you are here »
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sharpen solution

lu‘hﬂn Add the post content that Jay sent over and give the bulleted list

a class of “features.

Our Bits are Better ¢(——— Don't Forge’c to add a title

1o the post/
Permalink: Bip: | facmeRit am ) ta=1 Change Permalinks
Most of the text cn{r\/ Upload/insert (=] LU = @ Visual  HTMIL
for this ost is pretty Bz [El=] s =l =2 -l =

s{rangh orwavrd. Wc
tan CV‘C&‘EC a new lls{: b\/ ArAcme, all we are':l'li. h‘;\tbﬂfﬂgﬂmgmi:cn:mn:mng :cbu: u:em Inﬁ:hc
L) . nur team and that shews In onr uet, Chieek ot the new fenmeees of our 16, 32
highlighting the last 3 $

e il odeds:
paragraphs and ¢lickin Handmade in Chicago, IL
the bulleted list button. T

= Painstakingly built to industry-leniding standamds

= Awsilable in custom 128 and 256-bit slzes

Path: div = ul = ||l = span
Word cownt: 56 Draft saved at 5:14:39 am.

You tan see the HTML editor has

Ot Bits are Betrer a little more going on. We see the

Permalink: WEp: | facmebitcam fp=d | Change Mermalinks same 'l',C*t as m ‘thc Vnsual Ed"EOV'
Uplondfirsert @] 01 .03 @ ) \)g_sr-_EMclicz{;hmg is wrapped in
S.
b | i [ink b-guote de&t ins | im@ ul | ol i | code | more  lookup close tags 3

<div id="_mcePfaste™sAt Acme, all we know are bits. We've been going to great
lengths to bring the best talent in the bit Industry to our team and that shows Imour |
product. Check out the new features of our 16, 32 and 64 - bit mod

] ]
di ™ P [ 1 <ul class="features">
<ul class="features >
Zli=<span style="fant-size: 13px; line-heaight: 19px:"~Handmade in Chicage,
ILe/spanz < /lix
zliz gapan style="font -size: 13px; line-height: 18px; > Painstakingly built 1o
industry=leading standards < /span>« /li>

We've adding the class “features”

<liz=<span style="font=-size. 13px; line=height: 19px;"=Available in custom 128 to our <ul> C'tmcw{: («For an
and 256-bit sizes</spans<flis W\OV'dCV‘cd a.k.a. bu“c.{:ed) ||s*l:) o
< fulz .
= fdive we tan add SFCCIB' S"l:yllhﬂ {-'o ‘Eha{:

list later on. Don't worry, we'll
tome back to this a little bit

‘Word count: 56 Draft saved ax 5:14:39 am. '8‘{26\’
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getting started

Use Preview to check your post before you publish

You don’t have to commit to publishing your first post

just yet. WordPress allows us to save and preview posts Publish
before we publish. The “Preview” button opens a new
window with a special web address (or URL) that shows Preview
the content of your post as it would look on the live blog:
The Publish pane allows Status: Draft Edit
you to preview, sthedule, Visibility: Public Edit

and publish posts.

\7\

Publish immediately EQit

Move to Trash [ pubiish ]

The “preview=true” tells WordPress o show this

post in preview mode. This tontent won't become When \/ou’y-c veady, eliek
publicly available until you publish £rom within £he Publish and theek out
WordPress dashboard. your Fivst post. Don't
worry if something looks
wrong, Yyou tan alwa\/s

: i n= i oAy = “un—yublish” Your ?os{:
[ + enttp.fﬁa{meml[lcumf.p 3'F"prE'H'|EW true and rémove i{‘, ‘FV‘om ‘H\C
Y 65 DU B b

Acme Bit Blog

Qur Bits are Better

At Acmer, all wr kivre are bils, We've bees potag fo greal Ieiglla o briog the lest telenl

13 oy Bisirry andd that ihoiws in oo prodacy. Cheds oot tes sine fasturn

you are here » 27
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hello

Your first post is now live!

That was pretty easy! But hmmm, there is another post
we didn’t even create on the Acme Bit blog. Where did
that come from?

- = o n q
| + hatpe f facmiebis, com

Our Bits are Better

At Acme, all we know are bits. We've been going to great lengths to bring the best talent
in the bit industry to our team and that shows in sur product. Check out the new features
of our 16, 32 and 64-bit models

= Painsakingly b 10 Inchasery-leading mandands

= svailable in custom 128 and 256-bit siaes

Hello world!

Wieloome to WordPress. This is your first posi. Edit or delete it, then start blogging!

Search

Recent Gommaents

Mr Wedl'ress on Helo workd!

Archives
= JApril 30ia

Acmae Bit Blog

28
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getting started

Rewove or replace sample posts before you go live

By default, WordPress comes with a sample post and a sample comment to show you how
things will show up on your blog. We want to remove these before the site goes live so we
don’t have placeholder content on display to the world.

WovdPress au{;omaJcicall\/
RS o assotiates your ?os{: with
Here's the post title . the date you published it

and name o‘c ‘{:hc Welcome to WaordPress, This is vour first post, Edit or delete it, then start blo
person who wrote it.

)
We'll eover categories,

dPress nandles (,o.mﬂ\c"b E:rmalin.k 5 and RSS in

Wor on disable e oming thapters...

for \’o\,,w\\css Y et on | One Response to Hello world!

them anyjore tan tom™

any of your Yos \/ Mr Word Press soys:
Let’s remove this sample post now, so only our Acme Bit posts show up on the blog:

o Remove a comment from the e Use the Post menu to edit and

dashboard. remove unwanted posts.
You can moderate and delete comments From the list of posts (Posts > Edit) you can
right from the dashboard. Find the “Recent select and remove any post you want—just
Comments” section and click Trash to like a comment on the dashboard.

remove the sample comment.

Hecent Comments E Hello world!

MrWoniPro=s Hudlo world! = . . . . . |
Hi, this ks a comment, To delete a comamant, just leg in and view the Edlt I QJICk‘ Edlt | TI r].Eh | ""'EIEI"'"
pasrs comments, There yoa will have

Regly | [ | Spam [ Tral D '|_|t|e
ﬁ\ Wiew il
. Bulk Actions * | | Appl
Comments ave a staple of Just T il

about any Hog- We've not 50'»\5

4o tover them in too muth detail I you vemore 3 post from the blog,

heve, but you ean _lcarn a bi.ﬁ " WordPress automatically deletes all the
move about managing them in the tomments assotiated with that post.
appendix.
you are here » 29
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a picture is worth a lot of bits

Wasn't there an image
with this post t00?

We need to get this
P\roduc{; image into —

=~ i‘"

our post.

Images are a powerful tool on the Web and are an integral part of any blog. However, when

we use images on the Web, we need to make sure they are sized and formatted properly so they
look good and can be loaded quickly when someone visits your site.

i hie images muth
IF and PNG8 ave smaller file formats perkect JPE4 and PNG2LA reproduce photographie imag
?or ic:ns am? non—photographic images. They also  better than GIF but vith slightly larger file sizes. That

have a limited color palette (256 colovs). means they'll take longer to load.
0
PNG-24 allows you
{0 do transparent

backgrounds (not
available in JPEQ)
but this is not
supported by
[nternet Explorer
b (whith a lot of
people still use).
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getting started

You don’t need Photoshop to edit an image

Although Photoshop is by far the most popular image editing program—it’s not the cheapest

and it can be overkill if all you need to do is resize and prepare images for the Web. Here are
some free alternatives for simple image editing.

GIMP

Picnik is an online image editor that runs
completely in the browser. It only does the
basics but sometimes that’s all you need.
http:/ /picnik.com

GIMP is a free image editor that runs on multiple

operating systems and is the open source alternative to
Photoshop. http:/ /www.gimp.org/

. PaintNETis a good Photoshop alternative if you’re running
Windows. http:/ /www.getpaint.net

The image that Jay gave you is too big to fit into the post properly. Download bits.png from www.
headfirstlab.com/WordPress, and then use Picnik to resize the image and export it as a high-

ExerciSe quality PNG-24.

Save this photo to my computer

™ m 69 to h{:-[:? //\7|Cn'|k tom and

o u?load ‘H\c m\agc fo ‘H\cnr sn{c
g ks Just like with WordPress, all the
Eu:;'::.':f : editing is done in your Lavorite

web browser.

you are here » 31
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exercise solution

high-quality PNG-24.

%:M%e
Lution

Q Upload bits.png to Picnik.
Once you've grabbed it off the Head First
Labs site for this book, upload bits.png to
Picnik so you can resize and save for use
on your blog. You don’t have to create an
account to use Picnik—just upload, edit,
and save.

e Click on Save and Share to export
photo.
Since all we need is basic editing we can
skip right to the “Save and Share” section
and adjust the pixel width to something 500

pixels or less. After that, save as a PNG and
(\, you’re good to go.

That's the max size your header
image tan be. We'll learn move about
this when we start Cus{;omiz.ihg our
site’s look and feel.

e Save to your computer.
Once the export is done, you’ll be
prompted to select a download location on
your local computer. Save it somewhere on
your machine and you’re ready to use it in
WordPress.

The image that Jay gave you is too big to fit into the post properly. Download the image from
www.headfirstlab.com/WordPress, and then use Picnik to resize the image and export it as a

Save this photo to my comgputer

: ) m
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getting started

Add an image using the media library

There are two different ways to get your images into WordPress, and both ways end up putting
your images in the same place. You can add an image to the media gallery from within a post,

or you can add new images outside the post in the Media Library editor and then select them
when you are creating a post.

You ¢an always add images and
other media from within a post.

In-post upload Media Library

T s B g

| e—
Download from Wow! eBook
<www.wowebook.com>
You can upload images to a post directly from If you want to upload media for use in a post
either editor when creating a post. A dialog box later on, select “Media” then “Add New” from
will pop up and prompt you to select a file to the Dashboard navigation. Images can then be

upload. chosen from the library and added to a new post.

Use the in-post media uploader to add the bits.png image to your post.

K—Sc@: the image iton to add a

new photo o a post from the
‘ visual editor. A small window will
pop up and ‘?\rom\?{: You to seleet

a tile.

Upload/Insert

you are here » 33
Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>


Boykma
Text Box
Download from Wow! eBook
    <www.wowebook.com>



fixing permissions issues

Uh-oh...

[ Tal:] e Futh s Ao 0 Mg el

[lale i ]mr immrrm s e st e cfeo ]

Unable to create directory /server/public_html/acmebit/wp-content/uploads/2010/04.
Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Ao her g e Bk epdade P st 1oy S e o meread

Lpable W Creale e kery BerverRUlEe NI e e - e i J 010 4

=== /Q You'll get a permission denied
evror if You try to upload an
image 4o a server that isn't set
up properly with WordPress. [t's
easy to £ix, but you can't upload
anything until you do.

Prepare to upload

Depending on your web host and their support for WordPress, you may be greeted with a
permissions-related error when you try to upload an image or other media file to a post. This
happens when the code that runs WordPress does not have permission to create or write to

folders on your server. This is pretty easy to fix, but first a little background on what’s going on
under the hood.

A ™ uploads Info

|__| uploads
* Gemeral
wordpress wp-content uploads R

Cwmer- | nobody -#)
/7 Groap: | wheel =]
[ Apply to enclosed |I::ms...:,' f Bpphy ﬁ

The ‘Firs‘f; 'H\ihS YOu'II need to do is add a Usina your FTP tlient T Permissions:
‘FOIdCY‘ Ca"ed “u?loads" in ‘H’\C WP—COW&CW{: 23:/\ v h{_‘ Lliék ‘{',O user: b Read e P Ewecune
divettory. WordPress will try to eveate this J 01- £ 5“ a folder e e
for you but may not be suecessful. et e issi LI Bk s

ahd see "{"5 YCYmISSIOV\S- Octal: | 755 | rver-xr-x

Heve we see that only
the owner tan write,
which means WordPress
can”c.-..

| Apoly to enclosed Bems... '_ E"“-j
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getting started

Update group perwmissions to get image uploads working

o Launch your FTP client.

> F Yala
You’ll need some way to access folders on your server—log ' uploads nfo '

in to your FTP server and navigate to the main WordPress uploads
directory.

bk General:

¥ Owner and Group:

Cryrer. | nobody
e Right click and “Get Info". oy
Create the folder “uploads” within the wp-content g
directory then right click and select “Get Info.” A dialog

box similar to the one on the right should appear. T Permissions;
user: B Read B wrie B Execune
Groug: '~'1 Read "'N'1 Write E Execute
World: W Read [ Write ¥ Exeeure

J

SIED

&

?nﬁ.puhl 1o enclosed ibems,., 3 IE Apply ‘1

ctal: | FF% | rwEnwEr-ux

e Update group user permissions.
There are two options you need to change: 1. Change the (Asly to enclosed items... ) (SASEISD
group user to whatever the web server runs as (usually

www; apache, or nobody) and 2. Give the group “write”
permissions. You should end up with the numbers 775 in

the “octal” window. The “ottal” is a pumeric
representation of a
You may need to consult your web host to Figure particular file or folder's
out what user the web server vuns as. Any host Permissions. 000 is o
that supports WovdPress should support kile aceess and 777 is everyone
wploads. has access.

Beware of 777 or “all access” permissions

You might be tempted to just set your permissions to 777 in lieu
of setting a new group user and permission setting. This is a
bad habbit to get in to, because 777 permissions on a shared
server can leave your files open to malicious users. Be carefull!

Permissions:
User: E Read E Write E Execute
Group: E Read E Write E Execute

World: ™ Read ™ write M Execute Let’s try uPloading

Octal: | 777 | rwxrwxrwx ﬂlat image again
: now...
you are here » 35
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exercise solution

The image that Jay gave you is too big to fit into the post properly. Download bits.png from www.
v RC‘SG headfirstlab.com/WordPress, and then use Picnik to resize the image and export it as a high-

Ly'ﬁoﬂ quality PNG-24.

Y O T o R L o Re-upload your bits.png image.

i - Once your directory permissions have
been fixed, you should be able to upload
media within WordPress. A thumbnail will
appear on the left and should be a cropped
or smaller version of the file from your

desktop.

I£ the upload is suteessful, You should see
— | a new dialog box with Your image in it and
: some oF{ions +o add tontent and ad\)us{: the

LT T I — F o K_JMCP\SRMS O‘p "H\C imagc.

e Set the image size.
WordPress will try to slightly scale down
your image by default. Since we’ve already
prepped our image for the Web, select the
“full size” radio button so we get our full 500
pixel width image. Finally, click “Insert into
Post” to add the image to the post.

All WordPress does is just display an image at
a smaller size—it doesn't ac£ua|l\/ vesize the

pixels like Photoshop o Pienik would.

L 2 W T
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A
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A ———— . . @
ot Pt
L el e e s Py S Wil =

i B oy B |y B
= ko an

i

I
i

8

Bt Lin g |

ren |

’ il

Vo i

fynomendl |

- - i

Preview in the visual editor.

After you add the image it should appear
in the visual editor as an image and in the
HTML editor as an <img> tag.

Onte the image is in Your post you
¢an manipulate just like any other
post element.

o

Preview in the browser.
Before you publish, make sure you test it in
your favorite browser.

you are here » 37
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button up your bits

Hrm. The image is
making the text below
it display weird.

£ we leave the placement that
WordPress gives us, our image pushes

Lhe post Lext to the vight.. }/

At Acme, all we
know are bits. We've been going to great lengths to bring the best talent in the bit

industry to our team and that shows in our product. Check out the new features of our 16,
32 and 64-bit models:

Adjusting images within the post editor

Don’t worry, you're not stuck with [ Eals] 18 Pt a4 Py — i =
. (T NPT pp—] & [l O e
the layout that WordPress gives - — -
|,£|,,.mmm e ety e | Ly et
you when you first upload your H——g—
media to the post. You can click G il
the image itself to bring back the P Our Bits are Better - R
image editing options and you can e e e S A
. . E—— Wploidirert @ O3 2 L
also switch to the markup view and o o e

el l=ElEls e @ EFE Al P ——
. . a1 Fals
make direct changes to the image

o Lol (e
tag. g
g S —
P e
] d i

o g
& Piga __“___
£ P ] il e 8 b 1. L L
Tl sl

p—— Umerpt

Berms o s a1l et o g e B i b s
S s vy el e e,

]
e Tratamana
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getting started

Edit your post to move the text down a line

UplsadiImer @ & 2 @ il | - HITHL Uplsadjimsen & [ 7 @ . HTA
b i ok b-geote det e meg ol 0 oode mos | lockup el L b | | ok b-gusis ded s img W ol B cede mons | kookup | cloas tagi
< hrel="hitn: | eowebit com v - content fupboads 200004/ bits. gag = < mg <3 hraf = "hitp: |} scmebit comfap - content fuplade P00/ fbitspag®> <lmg
dlass="alignaone sze-tul wp-image- 14” tle="Hes" snc="hitpc) facmeise oom fep- wlasg="aligrinone size-lull wp - image- 10" titk="tits" sro="Rripc) faomebit com fwp-
conbgntfupboadt S D104 ikt oo™ ali="" widihe"5H" Bighi="161" /=< fae=A0 Acme, all eartent/ uplaadh S 3010/ 04 /Biti.prg" alt="" witth="500" height="161" I'> </a>
W Gnow e D, We've been Qoing iD great Mosgrie 1D Being the Desi talent in the it At Aeme, all wa know e BEL Wi've been golig 15 great lagthi b Bring e best st in
nafdanry 1 OUT 1AM and That Showe i SUr peodinl Chech out the new featunes of o 15, whve B indeiry Do cud beaem and that shews In our product Chede out the nes features of
1T ang G4 - b modei o 16, 32 and 54 - b oy
i gl Temur et e <ol glais="Toaturei">
e € agan Wyle="Tew -site. 13pa; Bne-height 15pa "= Handmade W Chiaga, <liz-cipdn Wyhe="Tost-size: 13px; ine-beight: 19 “sHandmade in Chicage,
L faparn i _ W fspans flix
wlim dgan style="foot alee: 13an; Bneeheight. g "= Painitahisglr Built i indutoy wlize it pan yde="Tom =sice. 13pm, Be=height 190 "= Paisstakisgly buil 0 ndastiy=
leading standards < fspar =l Mg SIS ot il
il d3pan dtyle="Tosn  dlde: L1pm; fine -height: 19pa s Avaflable in tustors 128 and wchion wnpan wiybe="Fomt - gizw; 13pa Gne - haight 19p *=Availably i custnm 138 and
FOE-BE e jEpans =l k-t sizes.cspanc < i
& ullm ==
WS EOAT B LEf v USSP, LD PO Dy AUMATES DR AGYE , SO0 L SR A
In the HTML Editor you’ll notice that the image tag All we need to do is put a “hard” return after the
is in the same paragraph as the main post content. image tag which will create a new paragraph for the
This 1s what’s causing the image not to be placed main content. Hit enter just after the </a> tag to
properly when viewed in the browser. move the content to the next line. This will make the
text and image wrap properly on the page.
[ »n . .
You tan also add a “havd veturn in the Visual
Editor. [t simply adds a veturn like you Just
did above in the HTML editor.
Our post should be nicely
formatted now e S
T3 =
B
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looking good!

Welcowme to the Bit Blog

Acme Bit Blog
aiyt"!f "”w -

This is perfect man!
I can't wait to start

blogging about all our
Our Bits are Better cool Bits. Thanks!

At Acme, all we know are bits. We've been going to great lengths to bring the best talent
in the bit industry to our team and that shows in our product. Check out the new features
of our 16, 32 and Gg-hit models:

= Handmade in Cileaga, IL
* Fainsmidngly bailt o ndustny-leading standards

= Avallabio in custodm 128 and 255-bitsizes

Acme Bit Blog

40 Chapter 1
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getting

A Your WordPress Toolbox

You’ve got Chapter 1 under
your belt and now you’ve
added a basic blog and your
first post to your toolbox. Next up,
making your blog looks more like, well,
your blog.

%BUI.I.ET POINTS

WordPress must be installed and hosted on a web = Depending on your server you may have to adjust

server. You can find of list of preferred hosting
companies at http.//wordpress.org/hosting/.

Use an FTP client to upload WordPress to your web

upload folder permissions so that WordPress can
save your images on the server.

Never leave directories with open permissions (777).

server. This allows any user on the system full read and write

ing i ikes!
= WordPress uses a MySQL database to store all the access to anything in that folder. Yikes!

post, page and comment data for your site. = Preview your posts before you publish to make sure

= WordPress has two editor states, one for editing the text fonmating and images look correct.

HTML and the other for editing content like in a word
processor.

m  Use JPEG and PNG24 for images and and GIF and
PNGS for icons and other visual elements that display
properly with a limited color palette.

41

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



http://wordpress.org/hosting/

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



2 changing your blog’s look and feel

+ A question of style *

How can I stand out in
this crowd?

You’ve finally got your own blog. But it looks so...generic.

Time to make it your own. WordPress comes preloaded with lots of themes you can apply

to your blog, but we’re going to go one step further and make our own custom theme.
Along the way, you'll learn some basic HTML and CSS to really make your blog look
exactly how you want. We'll also delve into CSS rules, which allow you to quickly change

how your blog looks, and take advantage of WordPress widgets to easily add sidebar
content to the blog.

this is a new chapter
Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>
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old school vs new school

A tale of two sites

Now that you've got the Acme Bit blog up and running, Jay is hoping to make it look more
like the company’s regular website...

L Eala]

|i a e Lt g et i

Rowa B Compsy

3

© hbowt doms [l D Prodisss

Acma Bit is a leading manufscturer of binary information units
for the computing and telecommunications industries

B Lo D oo ¥ e

B W Lo o o o e, B4 Wi Lovaem ipus oicr o v,
o ket sopatry ol e 0 coretiehe BipAOry SR B OO ormecieh- idomorg WL ted &
S W S T ] e PR S e ke e el ] s o
i Paiga mhgun. LA ST 60 P ok M kg L e 6 P 0l g S, U e i e
VeraT, e ool prasiaicn S 58 ot s Aiton e, g rerd asechuton
T PRI — .

= Costsct Us

The turvent Aeme Bit

website is built with HTmL
and CSS. We should be able

to use some of that work

é/ to gc*l: our Hog |ookin5 movre

like it, betause WordPress
uses HTML and CSS 4o
treate its pages too..

We need to make our blog (below)
look like the current tompany home
page.

L b s e s

Nice work on the blog! But it's
kinda confusing that i+ doesn't
look like our main site...

- iy o - : . site’s design: it has a
= ::‘_QHI |a\r5c hovizontal banner
- co up top, and text down

The default WordPress
Hog desian isn't $oo
Lav off 2V‘om the Aeme

/ below.
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changing your blog’s look and feel

The Acwe Bit Company home page

The Acme Bit Company website is a really simple site with only three pages that cover

the basic information about their main product: Bits. Even though the site isn’t a blog,

it’s based on the same stuff as our WordPress blog: HTML and CSS. We can definitely use
that to our advantage. Let’s start by visually comparing the main site with the blog, to see
what they have in common, and what is different across the two sites.

ann Acme 81 Campany :
A T — QEO.- F— H

O About Acme [l Our Producis & Contaci Us

Acme Bit is a leading mamufacturer of binary information units
for the computing and telecommunications industries

16 Bl Lorem ipdem dolcr &t armet, 32 Bits Lo ipsum dolor 58 amat,

64 Bis Lomm ipdem doloe &f amed,
oorasoluiur Doy o6, ped 00 ONBE0INE MEpDIng 8L B d oorasolnin Doy ok, s 00

sizamod Mmpor inciSidued 1 Rbora o USmOd Inmpor iGNt Ul iAbone 81 piusMCd BIMPOT incickoind ol laboee o
dolors magna aliqua. LS enim ad minim  dolons mages aliqua, LE enim ad minim  doloos magna algus. Ut enim ad minks
veriam, quis nosinad exaccilaion WENEM, qUIs ROSFUd aaenciation Veridm, Quis Nosinad emercilation
ulamen lakris e Inhoris ulamen laboris

Check out http://acwmebit.com

- @w:nv«
VQAWEWR

Study the Acme Bit Company home page and browse around the site. Start thinking about
design elements—images, fonts, colors, etc.—that we will need to duplicate on the blog to
make it feel like it was designed and built to accompany the main site.

you are here » 45
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exercise

Identify design elements from Acme’s home page that will need to be used on the new blog.
What might have to change on the current Acme blog? We've already found one to help get you

L [ S
Exe\u;\Se started.

- Talal Arme &1 Campany
I e Hiiﬁ [T T — & il:l.- [ 'H

0 Abaait Aeme [l Our Produeis O Cesvimet Us

Acme Bit is a leading manufacturer of binary information units o
for the computing and telecommunications industries

18 Bits Lomm ipsum dolor s amal, 2 Bits Lonem ipsum Sl 5t amal, B4 Bits Lorem ipsom golor sil aemal,
CONSRCHIIUT ROPISEING o, Sed 00 CONSRCHIUT ROPISEING o, 560 00 CONSRCHIIUT ROPISING o, Sed 02
slusmod bemnpor incididurt ot lakane gt slusmod lempor incididunt of labare Bl Gusmod Bempdr indididun? of lakans ot
dolore ragna sliqua. LS snie ad minim  dolo'e magna aliqua, LR enie ad minim  doloe magna sligea. LS enim ad minim
VEniam, gus nosind exmctation vaniam, gus nosind exrcitation vaniam, guis nosined exsntason
uilamco laboris. uitamoo labaris. uitamon lakaris

0 The page widths are the same

but we’ll need to make some

adjustments with the background,

since the site has an all-white

background and the blog doesn’t.

46 Chapter 2
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changing your blog’s look and feel

Ciala Acrse Bt Bag | art wnackar WosdPrass sie

|__'_,'__'|..t._l“"4 Tl s =)o las

HNP% %

Hal e PO

- Mot Commants

AT
a Categariem
Fars
Acrea R Bicg
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exercise solution

Identify design elements from Acme’s home page that will need to be created on the new blog.

. What might have to change on the current Acme blog? We've already found one to help get you
15 started.

Lution

E

Consistent navigation will help people
navigate between the Aeme blog and the

main site.

F Yale) Arme @1 Campany \
N
—~J

:H_q-.. aht 2

9 O Absut Acws [l OurProducts [ Contact Us

Lal-] E:ﬁ mthg: LS

e Acme Bit is a leading manufacturer of binary information units o
for the computing and telecommunications industries

o

18 Bits Lomm ipsum Soior 52 amal, X2 Blts Lorem ipsum dolor s amal, B4 Bits Lorem ipsum aoior il amal,
CONSRCHIIUT ROPISEING o, Sed 00 CONSRCHIIUT BOPISEING S, 60 00 CONSRCHIIUT ROPISING o, Sed 02
slusmod bemnpor incididunt ot labare gt slusmod Bempor incididunt of labare Bl susmod Bempdr indididun? of lakans ot
dolore ragna sliqua. LS enie ad minim  dolore magna aligua. LB enie ad minim  doloe magna sligea. LS enim ad minim
VEniam, gus nosind exmctation vaniam, guis nostnud exprcilaton vaniam, guis nosined exsntason
uilamco laboris. Litamo labaris uitamon lakaris

o The page widths are the same e We are going to need to add this

but we’ll need to make some grey navigation bar at the top of the

adjustments with the background, blog. We want to keep the links the

since the site has an all-white same so we don’t confuse visitors.

background and the blog doesn’t.

48 Chapter 2

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



changing your blog’s look and feel

Ciala Acrse Bt Bag | art wnackar WosdPrass sie

ac me Bit Blog o

e Ar Arsrm, all et i e b, W v e v 1 et Domggi et Lo Bt thhe bt tal P

: Categarem
v
Acrma BA Bicg
|
We'll make the blog 2 tolumns: one main tolumn for the blog
tontent and a smallev second tolumn for the sidebar.
e We’ll want to put the Acme Bit logo e The content on the blog will be our

somewhere, and we need to make posts in reverse chronological order,
the header (top) images the same. plus a right-hand column, or sidebar,

for related links and content.

you are here » 49
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who called the style police?

Lo e et

HAcrma BIE ks
[err thin earmjati

i R R

B

15 grnnk Lrvsst b s Ascers Fosts

How are we going to get
all those styles over to
the blog? It's like building
a whole new sitel

L ]

]

Laldwrniied

s BA Biog

Theve is already a ton of HTML and CSS used in

the default WordPress style—we've not going to let
that 90 to waste.

This might seem like a daunting task, but
once you dive into HTML and CSS you’ll see
how easy this is to do.

Both of our sites are actually very similar and share
© design elements. This means that we should be able to use a lot of
© the Acme Bit Company website HTML and CSS to get the design
© transfered over to the blog. We’ll use the default WordPress theme as
© a template to create our own Acme Bits theme.

50 Chapter 2
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changing your blog’s look and feel

Anatowmy of a WordPress theme

We’re going to change the way our blog looks by using what WordPress calls “themes.” A
theme is a collection of PHP/HTML and CSS files (more on these in a minute) that specify
how your web page will look. WordPress users can change the entire style of their site

by simply installing and activating a new theme. And better yet, you can make your own
themes to make your WordPress blog look exactly how you want it to.

A thewme tells WordPress how and where to display your content and images

Searth vesult
pages show a title
for eath post
that matehes the
searth query:

search;Lm:/ single.php

I:cishi’av’c of the ’chcn.\c displays finaljc ?osl Pages display
the home page and a list of posts post in its entire f‘/ 1
In veverse thronological order Provide a way for visitors
(most vecent first). We'll talk to tomment on the post.
about why it has “'Pl’\F" on the end

in & mnute...
WordPress has a bunth of other /: 1 I k\

template files that are used to display — Things like fonts, colovs,
cvcvy’d\in Lrom ca’ccgor\/ pages to 3 Ia\/ouh and muth move
tontact Eovms- remains tonsistent atvross

index.php

all these files automatically.
Thcy’rc often called
Lemplate files.

The same tontent and
images look di-(:‘(:crcvx{‘,
atvoss diffevent
themes.

you are here » 51
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all together now

WordPress thewmes are a collection of template files...

Each template file in a theme has a specific job. One might display only the sidebar and
another might be used to render a comment form. You can also add your own custom
template files that can be used for just about anything you want within WordPress.

Theme files aven't limited to
the six shown heve. There are
many move and You tan even
make up \Iow own.

My Great Theme I

- - wp-content
— —
— —— I
pe—— e
—— ——
e ey plug-ins
footer.php sidebar.php
— — -
— —
—_— — themes
— —
— ——
All themes ave stored in
header.php index.php the /wp—tontent/themes
diveetory in your WordPress
installation.
— —
— —
— o 2 A theme ¢an be as small as the two

vequived files: index.php and style.

tss. Everything else just adds extra
comments.php  style.css organization and func{:ionali{;\/.

52 Chapter 2
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changing your blog’s look and feel

... all working in concert

Think of your WordPress theme as an orchestra conductor: there’s a ton of instruments that

each have their own role, tone, and notes to play, but they all need to combine together to
make something that sounds wonderful.

— — These _F
_—.._-- -_‘-_—- ima3¢5 alles coh-(;a,‘n in -F
e the o /N — — st Lo Ind/or foy 010 dbout
These 3 Gl 3 the

¢ Sor — — 3 et v 15 shulg s;,ow‘"::f
\ — OS.
e Wy dispe® o a — <l Page Your blog,
\V\dC*'Y ¢ 7390 an
i \0‘5;‘;\3&5 how ‘\’c& style.css header.php .
‘h\i\c tss O nev 930S ! —
(and ™3 \'&;tm vl \ook: —
0 \\a‘lc d to! o) ——
forts ba\f\t?:oc.“wé\\ \ook —_—
andb"‘\,:; of these n mO! -
ad \,z\\ anoet footer.php
—
— —
— —
T— d
—
index.php —
comments.php
We've 9going to look
more tlosely at what Comments.php supports

these .php Liles actually

the ‘Func{jonali{:\/ for
do on {:hc nc%{: page....

?co?lc who visit your
blog to enter their
commcn'(:s on \/ow \705{:5-
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themes are powered by php

PHP is the logic behind your theme

Because your blog is essentially a big collection of lots of little different files, something has
to pull that all together to create one page when someone types in your blog’s URL. And
that thing is PHP. To continue our performing arts metaphor for a minute, PHP is a scripting
language, and the “scripting” part refers to the fact that PHP essentially designates what is
“said” or “done” by the HTML for your blog. Said slightly differently, PHP is code (not very
human-readable) that works together with MySQL (your database) to generate an output (the
actual HTML for your browser). Let’s take a closer look.

54

This is a snippet of the PHP from the file that displays an
individual blog post (single.php) Anything between the <Zphp>
and <?> tags is PHP seript—everything else is plain old
HTML.
This bit of PHP eode asks the

database for the URL of the
PHP code / post turvently being viewed.

<h2 class="entry-title”><a href="<?php the permalink(); ?2>” title="<?php printf(
esc_attr_ ( ‘Permalink to %s’, ‘twentyten’ ), the title attribute( ‘echo=0" ) ); 2>
rel="bookmark”><?php the title(); ?></a></h2>

. , , And this gets the title
<div class="entry-meta”> \/‘COV‘ Lhe Pos{‘,

<?php

printf(  ( ‘<span class="meta-prep meta-prep-author”>Posted on </span><a
href="%1$s” title="%2$s” rel="bookmark”><span class="entry-date”>%3$s</span></a> <span
class="meta-sep”> by </span> <span class="author vcard”><a class="url fn n” href="%4$s”
title="%5$s">%6$s</a></span>’, ‘twentyten’ ), get permalink(), esc_attr( get the time()

), get the date(), get author posts url( get the author meta( ‘ID’ ) ), sprintf( esc
attr  ( ‘View 1 posts by %s’, ‘twentyten’ ), get the author() ), get the author());
2>
hovr . ime i
</divs<i—— .enbry-meta > The aut! . ..and the exact time it
of the post is was posted heve.

sycci(:icd here...

Here's the date it was
posted...

Chapter 2
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This is what our page looks like if we use the “view sourte”
feature in our web browser [t is the aetual HTML page sent
1o Your visitor’s browser when they type in a URL for Your
blog. The same PHP has been veplaced with content.

eve’s the actual blog post URL.
HTML output

<h2 class="entry-title"><a href="http://acmebit.com/2010/04/07/our-bits-are-better/"
title="Permalink to Our Bits are Better" rel="bookmark">Our Bits are Better</a></h2>

<div class="entry-meta"> \/Ahd the title (:or the \705{‘,-

<span class="meta-prep meta-prep-author">Posted on </span><a href="http://acmebit.
com/2010/04/07/our-bits-are-better/" title="6:29 am" rel="bookmark"><span class="entry-
date">April 7, 2010</span></a> <span class="meta-sep"> by </span> <span class="author
vcard"><a class="url fn n" href="http://acmebit.com/author/acmeadmin/" title="View all
posts by acmeadmin">acmeadmin</a></span>

</div><!-- .entry-meta —-->

Al the author, date
ingo Lrom the PHP eode is now -(:i“cd
in here with actual content Lrom Your
WovrdPress database.

So is that why so many of
the theme's template files
end with .php?

€
|

J.#.

L

i

|
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http://acmebit.com/author/acmeadmin/

it really does maftter

Always use the .php extension for WordPress thewme files

Excluding stylesheets, JavaScript, and images, all template files in WordPress should be saved
as .php files—even if they only contain HITML. It’s OK to have a PHP file that doesn’t

actually contain any PHP code. These files are just interpreted by the web server as HTML
and sent along to the browser.

The extension of a £ile includes £he Th{':’ ‘F'IC has an .html
thavacters after the dot () in the :* gfloa _;?_nchan o:l\/
Lilename. These extensions help the web PCI:P 'hd M ] mavkup.
sevver (:igwc out what to do with the file. I code wou d not work
in here.
index.php index.html

In order (:o\r our H\Cmt {',o Fum‘.{:ion ?rofeﬂ\/, all {',tm\?la{:c ‘Cilcs mus{:
have a .php extension. We tan still put HTML inside of them, we \')us{:
tan't use an himl extension.

We’re not going to make you write your own PHP.

PHP is a powerful web scripting language that is

used all over the Web to build interactive applications

: (WordPress included). It’s also way beyond the scope of
. this book, so we’re not going to cover it here. We’ll use some PHP, but it

. will be code already written for other themes.

56 Chapter 2
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. O

JiuH

functions.php

JiUK

single.php

L))

404.php

),

header.php

JiUM

page.php

Match the WordPress template file with its theme function.

Displays a full blog post with title,
meta data and a comment form. If
the post has comments, those are
displayed as well.

Displays a “page not found” message
and can potentially direct the visitor

to an alternate page for the one they
may have been looking for.

Displays the top of the .html file for
all other theme files. Contains page
titles and calls to other resources like
stylesheets and JavaScript.

Doesn’t directly display content from
WordPress but adds new functionality
that can be used by other template

files.

Displays “static content” in
WordPress—that is, any content that’s

not a post.

+
‘Wwea DAES wHAT™?

changing your blog’s look and feel

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>
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who does what

Wﬂﬁﬂh‘ WH AT

SQALLUTI\QN

Match the WordPress template file with its theme function.

o Displays a full blog post with title,
—— meta data and a comment form. If
— the post has comments, those are
displayed as well.
functions.php
g Displays a “page not found” message
— and can potentially direct the visitor
— to an alternate page for the one they
may have been looking for.
single.php
— Displays the top of the html file for
—— all other theme files. Contains page
— titles and calls to other resources like
stylesheets and JavaScript.
404.php
i Doesn’t directly display content from
— WordPress but ads new functionality
— that can be used by other template
e P files.
header.php
— Displays “static content” in
—— _’/——7 WordPress—that is, any content that’s
— not a post.
——
page.php

58
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changing your blog’s look and feel

Template Files
Up (lsse

WordPress theme files are a collection of HTML, text, and special template
tags that tell WordPress what to display in a particular area of the blog.
Remember, even though they contain HT'ML, all template files in WordPress
are saved as PHP. Let’s take a closer look at a sample template file:

<?php This is a PH’P Commcn{;

/x* block at the ‘Eo?- The
* The main template file sever igno\rcs this s{u‘(:‘c
* but it helps us stay

raanized.
* @package WordPress ° gamzcd

* @subpackage Twenty Ten é—/
The 3‘£—hcadcro * @since 3.0.0

funetion disyla\ls the
tontents of header-php-
<?php get header(); 2>

\—/ <div id="container”>

<div id="content”>

?>

<?php

/* Run the loop to output the posts.
ThkiSCdkd “The * If you want to overload this in a child
Loqf—w%hMif,mm$ theme then include a file
of the WordPress page * called loop-index.php and that will be
and post content is used instead.
displayed. y

\\\\\~~_ ; get template part( ‘loop’, ‘index’ );
?>
</div><!-- #content -->
</div><!-- fcontainer -->

isplay the
<?php get sidebar(); ?> We tan disp

S sidebar and footer \')us{:
like we displayed the

header.

<?php get footer(); 2>

you are here » 59
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fire up a new theme

Create a new thewme

Before we can start changing the way the blog looks, we should copy the current theme
so we can modify it to look like the Acme Bit site. That way if we mess anything up or
don’t like the results, we can always just go back and use the original theme again. We’re
going to need to jump back in our FTP client to do this.

60

Navigate to the themes folder.

Connect to your web server using F'TP and in the wp-content folder,
you’ll find a directory called “themes.” Inside is the default “twentyten”
theme that got installed when you created your blog. We’re going to
copy it and modify it to make our own custom theme.

"

IR s ——————— |

1

The theme that comes with
WordPress is designed +o work well
with lots of different tontent
and use stenavios. [£ will be the
perfect base template for our new
Aeme theme.

/

Copy "twentyten”.

Duplicate the twentyten theme and all its files and then rename the

folder to “acme” or something similar.

Dc?endins on what FTP ¢lient You use
you'll either need to duplicate the folder
or ereate a new folder and ¢opy then
contents of “twentyten” to the /aeme
divectory. Just vemember to eopy so the
original tiles stay where they ave.

_/

Chapter 2
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changing your blog’s look and feel

e Check your files.

Navigate to the /acme directory in your FTP client and make sure all
the files are there. It should look identical to the “twentyten” theme.

A{Z this Voin{: our “Ac»\cn
£heme should have the exact
same set of files as the
o\rig'ma| “{:wm’c\/{xn" theme.

_/

e Activate the “"acme” theme.
Once everything is in order, head over to the Appearance section of
your WordPress dashboard and activate the new theme. The image
thumbnail and text should be the same, but don’t worry, we’re going to
change all that a little later.

L Wanign T e B Wy — Wi 2
aln g ¢ PErp———— ¢‘u-; =
@Jﬂﬁlﬂtm I L L
gt B Manage Themes We now basically have two of
_ S the same themes in WordPress.
s Carrara Thame A -£ )
— — =L L v R s we modi Yy Aeme, we'll
# = :..".'::.'::. e . i “Pda{c the thubmnail and text
o b A P P —— —— {',O V‘C‘F'CC“: 'H‘\C new "H’\CMC-
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stylesheet rules rule!

These two themes still
look exactly the same. How
are we going to make this

look like the Acme site?

Fretmny T L F By e
wardFrui wam

Stylesheets dictate the look and feel of
pages in WordPress

Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) are the standard way in which you apply “styles”—
fonts, colors, background images, etc—to web pages. Using rules and special
selectors (which we’ll explain in a minute) that reference HIML elements within

a WordPress page, you can have a ton of control over how your pages look in a
browser.

In order for CSS 4o work its magie, we need to tell our template
files where they can find the stylesheet. This bit of markup goes in
Lhe <head> element, which tan be found in the header.php template. \

<head> 12

<link rel="stylesheet” type="text/css” media="all” href="<?php bloginfo (
‘stylesheet_url’ ); ?>” />

—

</head> —_—

——
—
—

Betause the header-php template file gets used all over our theme,

the styles vules we use ¢an be used by any page on our site. Cool! header.php

62 Chapter 2
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changing your blog’s look and feel

Rules do a lot of work for you

A CSS rule describes what something should look like,

such as the color or font of text, or where things line up #header {
on the page. The really cool thing about rules, though, is background: #ddd;
that they’re reusable. You can assign a color and a font ;7 height: 50px;

to a paragraph (a <p> element in HTML) and then any
other page that uses a paragraph element in your site
will inherit those rules. It also means that if you want to
change the font across your entire blog, you just update

}
#nav ul {

float: right;

the CSS rule for the <p> element, and voila! Your new margin: 17px 0 0 0;
font is automatically updated everywhere on your site. k
This is a selecto . . These vules destribe how our naviga{:iov.\ wil»l look. Our hctidcr
: ettor, whith we mentioned batkground is grey (#ddd is “hexadecimal”, a mathematical
earlier. [£ Comes before the eurly nokation for colors) and sinte the the navigation is within
bracket (that's the { symbol) and it the header, it too will have a grey background.

determines whith HTML elements the
s{tylc will be applied to. [n this ease,
that's the hZ (second header) element.

|
ﬂ
#mast h2 {

) About Acme i@ Our Products 0 Contact Us

float: left;

These navigation icons are ac{:uall\/ background
images. We ¢an use HTML ¢lasses to make each

item in the navigation list display a diffevent
background image.

font-family: Georgia, serif;
font-weight: normal;
font-size: 2.4em;

line-height: 1.4em;

width: 700px;
£ P Our masthead CSS vule is fotused mostly on Ypography—
these are the font vules. We also use a “float’ element,

which helps us position our text next to the logo.

_ rpen your pencil
A _k Let's give this CSS thing a try—it’s not as hard as it may look.
Open up the style.css file in our newly copied Acme WordPress
theme and change the background color and font for the whole
site. Hint: Look for the “Fonts” and “Global Elements” sections in

the CSS file.
Use these websites to help you

with this exertise.
\_} http:/ /www.w3schools.com/css/css_text.asp

http:/ /www.w3schools.com/ css/css_background.asp
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sharpen solution

rpen your pencil
-\i‘-. solutmn Let’s give this CSS thing a try—it’s not as hard as it may look.
Open up the style.css file in our newly copied Acme WordPress

theme and change the background color and font for the whole
site. Hint: Look for the “Fonts” and “Global Elements” sections in

the CSSfile.
This is the original blog with The main tontent fonts ave detlared
the copied “"'«WC"‘E‘/*EO\" theme. in this vule. [£'s a big list of selettors,
but it covers much of the typography
for the site.

h3#comments-title,

h3#reply-title,

.reply,

.widget search label,
.widget-title

{

font-family: Georgia;

To thange the font on the Hog, we Jus{ have to pick Changing the background tolor is even
a new one. |n this tase we went with Georgia, which easier. |n the body selector, all we have
is one of our web—safe fonts. (Ed note: You ¢an find o do is add a diffevent hexadecimal
out lots move on web—safe fonts in Head First Web tolor to the batkground vule. Here,
Design...) #££3al5 makes the whole background

orange. \

/* Main global ‘theme’ and typogrkphic
styles */

body {

background: #£f£3al5;

‘/ou tan look up hexadetimal values
easily online at sites like this:
http://hbml—tolor—codes.com/
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WordPress uses stylesheets two different ways

As we just saw, the main role of style.css in a WordPress theme s to tell your web browser
how to display your blog. Colors, fonts, images, layout—all those settings are specified in the

CSS file. However,

WordPress also uses style.css to store more “meta” information about the

theme, like the author, version and a description of the theme itself.

The main vole of CSS in WordPress is to Lell

our web browser how 4o dis

« la A0 es—
Q Style and presentation of pages / look and feel.” Fay our pages—the

body {

v

font-size: 62.5%; /* Resets lem to 10px */

font-family: ‘Lucida Grande’, Verdana, Arial, Sans-Serif;
background: #d5d6d7 url (‘images/kubrickbgcolor.jpg’);
color: #333;

text-align: center;

WordPress uses a tomment block at the top of styless to tell the dashboard (and other servi(jcs)
details about the theme. Comments come between the slash and astevisk chavacters, /¥ like this
¥/. They are ignored by browsevs but WordPress tan use them to display information about the
turvent theme.

e Theme information and description

/*

Author:

Vers]

Tags:

three

editc
*/

Theme Name: Twenty Ten
Theme URI: http://wordpress.org/

Description: The 2010 default theme for WordPress.

the WordPress team

Twenty Ten 0.7 by the WordPress team

The 2010 default theme for WordPress.

All of this theme's files are located in /themes/acme .

R Tags: black, blue, white, two-columns, fixed-width, custo

sticky-post, translation-ready, microformats, rtl-languag

you are here »
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sharpen your pencil

arpen your pencil
A

Check out the CSS from the main Acme site below and identify

elements that we need to use in our new blog theme. Look back
at the exercise on page 63 and try to find the corresponding
CSS rules for those design elements. Remember, the selectors
(the word before the opening curly bracket) correspond to an
element within the HTML in the main Acme site.

We know we are going to need some style
vules for what is called the “bod\/" or
main tontent area of the blog—especially
fonts and tolors. What other vules make
the Aeme site look how it does?

body {
margin: Opx;
padding: Opx;

font-family: “Helvetica”, Arial,
sans-serif;

line-height: 1;
font-size: 62.5%;
background: #£f£ff;
color: #424242;

.wrap {
width: 800px;

margin: 0 auto;

.replace {

background-image: url(../images/
sprite.png) ;

background-repeat: no-repeat;
display: block;
text-indent: -9000px;

a:link {
color: #424242;

text-decoration: none;

p, ul, ol, 1i {
font-size: 1.2em;
margin: 0;

padding: 0;

ul {

list-style-type: none;
}
#header {

background: #ddd;
height: 50px;

Chapter 2
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changing your blog’s look and feel

#nav ul {
float: right;
margin: 17px 0 0 O;

#inav ul 1li {
float: left;
margin-left: 15px;

#nav ul 1i a {
color: #777;
padding: 5px 15px 5px 20px;
font-weight: bold;

#nav ul 1li a.active {

}

.about {

background: url(../images/sprite.png)
no-repeat 0 -128px;

}

.products {

background: url(../images/sprite.png)
no-repeat 0 -76px;

}

.contact {

background: url(../images/sprite.png)
no-repeat 0 -102px;

}

#mast {
margin-top: 20px;
height: 130px;

}

#mast hl {
float: left;
width: 100px;

}

#mast h2 {

float: left;

font-family: Georgia, serif;
font-weight: normal;
font-size: 2.4em;
line-height: 1.4em;

width: 700px;
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sharpen solution

r r pencil
-kﬁ yws«hi:fi'il;n

imyor{:an’c vole—it vl

L. “
This is a veally Cor the vest of the

set the Loundation
Aeme blog style vules.

body {
margin: Opx;
padding: Opx;

font-family: “Helvetica”, Arial,
sans-serif;

line-height: 1;
font-size: 62.5%;
background: #fff;
color: #424242;

.wrap { K_\ The -wrap vule is what

width: 800px; keeps our site tentered
margin: 0 auto; ™™ the page. Can't leave

} this out.

.replace {

background-image: url(../images/
spritle.png) ;
background-repeat: no-repeat;

display: block;

text-indent: -9000px;

with an image, :
browsers might not be able to display: [+'s

veplace is a vule that uses a technique called Text Replat

in the event that you need to display something
not Somcﬂ\ing we'd \7|an to use very often.

Check out the CSS from the main Acme site below and identify
elements that we need to use in the blog theme. Look back at the
exercise on page 63 and try to find the corresponding CSS rules
for those design elements. Remember, the selectors (the word
before the opening curly bracket) correspond to an element
within the HTML in the main Acme site.

The a:link rule specifies the ¢olor

P ul, o, li vules dictate the size
Paragraphs and bulleteg

of hyperlinks, while £he
of the fon{: used in
or numbered lists.

a:link {
color: #424242;

text-decoration: none;

p, ul, ol, 1i {
font-size: 1.2em;
margin: O;

padding: 0;

list-style-type: none;

#theader {
background: #ddd;
height: 50px;

ement. [t “veplates” text
in an unusual font that
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changing your blog’s look and feel

We will veuse most of the navigation vules Lrom the main
Aceme site, as we'll be veplacing the entive header of the

H05 with this same haviga{',ior\.

#nav ul { .contact {
float: right; background: url(../images/sprite.png)
margin: 17px 0 0 0; no-repeat 0 -102px;

} }

#mast {

#nav ul 1i { margin-top: 20px;
float: left; height: 130px;
margin-left: 15px; }

}

#mast hl {

#nav ul 1li a { float: left;
color: #777; width: 100px;
padding: 5px 15px 5px 20px; }
font-weight: bold;

} #mast h2 {

float: left;

#nav ul 1li a.active { font-family: Georgia, serif;

} font-weight: normal;

font-size: 2.4em;

.about { line-height: 1.4em;
background: url(../images/sprite.png) width: 700px;

no-repeat 0 -128px;

}

.products {

background: url(../images/sprite.png)
no-repeat 0 -76px;

}

Thc mas-(;
fhcfopof

shows the main text
and |o. h
the Atme home pa et

our own header on the blog as wel|

you are here »
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selectors up close

Stylesheets identify elements
in your HTML

Just because you have a rule in a stylesheet doesn’t mean that you

have the corresponding elements in your HTML files. In order for CSS
to work, both the HTML and the stylesheet have to be referencing

the same thing

T

So all we really have to do is just copy
these rules over to the new theme?
And we're good to go?

mast B2 ( The #mast selector in the
float: left; CSS matehes the “mach"
font-family: Georgia, serif; ak{ﬁbu{cin {hc HT%AL-ﬁﬂC
font-weight: normal; bdowv

font-size: 2.4em;
line-height: 1.4em;
width: 700px;

} In CSS, ID’s are vefevented with # signs

(FFheader) and ¢elasse
a .
dots () (header). s are Yc‘ccrc"ud with

<div id="mast” class="wrap”> /

<hl><a class="replace” title="Acme Pixel Company” href="#">Acme Pixel Company</a></
hl>

<h2><strong>Acme Bit</strong> is a leading manufacturer of binary information units
for the computing and telecommunications industries</h2>

</div>

_ @yvtxu«
‘PQWEWR
Will simply copying and pasting the CSS rules from the main Acme website to the blog just

work? What aspects of the blog might differ enough from the site such that you might need to
further modify your new theme?
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changing your blog’s look and feel

Putting it all fogether

Now that we know what CSS rules we need, let’s get our Acme blog theme

looking just like the main site.

: . Download “Acmestyle.css” from weww. headfirstlabs.
D@ ﬂﬁS' com/wordpress, listed under the Chapter 2 files.

m Reaw Bake

o Copy the original Acme site CSS to the new WordPress theme CSS file.
Copy and paste the CSS from the main Acme site into the style.css of your new Acme WordPress
theme. Be sure to paste it just below the RESET portion of the style rules (look for the “reset”
comment block) —we want to keep those for consistency.

body {
margin: Opx;
padding: Opx;
font-family: “Helvetica”, Arial, sans-serif;
line-height: 1;
font-size: 62.5%;
background: #fff;
color: #424242;
}
.wrap {

width: 940px;

margin: 0 auto;

.replace {
background-image: url(../images/sprite.png);
background-repeat: no-repeat;
display: block;
text-indent: -9000px; —_—
 ———
} —
B il
—
—_—

style.css

you are here » 71
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polishing your new theme

e Clean out some unnecessary CSS rules.
There are a few rules in the Acme site stylesheet that will cause
problems with our blog layout. We need to strip those out so that our

blog pages render correctly.

#header {
margin-top: 20px;
padding: 30px 0 0 O;

}

#site-title {
float: left;
margin: 0 0 18px O;
width: 700px;
font-size: 30px;
line-height: 36px;

}

#site-title a {
color: #000;
font-weight: bold;
text-decoration: none;

}

#site-description {
clear: right;
float: right;
font-style: italic;
margin: l4px 0 18px O;
width: 220px;

}

/* This is the custom header image */

#branding img {
clear: both;
border-top: 4px solid #000;

display: block;

72 Chapter 2

These ave the vules that define the way {:hc,
original header and masthead look. [£ we don't
vemove this code, they will conblict with the
new vules we added eavlier. And, because they
ave lower in the file, they will oevvide any vule
with the same ¢class or D.

/* Main global 'theme' and typographic
styles */

body {
background: #f1£f1£f1;
}
body, input, textarea {
color: #666;

font-size: 12px;

line-height: 18px;

Use the “find” or “seaveh” feature in yo
text editor 4o loeate these vules and r\/cv::vc
them. Don’t worry if You mess up and delete
the wrong vules—we topied the original theme
s0 You £an \)us{: g0 back 4o the “chcnh'l‘,y{:en"
‘Foldcr and rc—to\?\/ the o\risinal s{:ylc.dss.
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changing your blog’s look and feel

e Clean up the header.php markup.
Just as we had to get rid of unused CSS rules—we need to do the same
for our markup. Replace <div id="“wrapper” class="“hfeed”> and
everything below it with the code below. (Make sure you’re in header.
php and not index.php in the acme theme.w)

; Reapy Baxe
Cope

<div id="header-acme”>

We Pu‘{: a vule in our CSS ‘cilc for

the naviga'ﬁion
and we n ’
<div id="nav” class="wrap”> eed fthorrcs

the HTML. Ponding clements heve in

<ul>

<li><a class="about” title="About Acme” href="#">About Acme</a></

1i>
<li><a class="products active” title="About Acme” href="#">Our
Products</a></1li>
<li><a class="contact” title="About Acme” href="#">Contact Us</
a></li>
</ul>
</div>
</div> This shows the tompany information in the
L masthead at the top of the blog.
<div id="mast” class="wrap”>
<hl><a class="replace” title="Acme Pixel Company” href="#”>Acme Pixel Company</
a></hl>

<h2><strong>Acme Bit</strong> is a leading manufacturer of binary information
units for the computing and telecommunications industries</h2>

</div> o
——
) ey ————
<div id="main”> -
— —
header.php
rpen your pencil
\‘L Everything is looking good so far, but we need a footer for our site.
Below is some content for the footer—insert it into footer.php and
create some simple style rules to get it looking presentable.
Acme Bit Company - Handmade bits for the technology industry A small Litle and some navigation
links ave all we veally need for
Home | About | Products | Contact Us < the Aeme footer.
you are here » 73
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sharpen solution

rpen your pencil
—\K solutmn Everything is looking good so far, but we need a footer for our site.

Below is some content for the footer—insert it into footer.php and
build some simple style rules to get it looking presentable.

This is how the left side of our
‘(:oo{',cr will look onte we gc*{‘, some
mavkup in the proper place.

Acme Bit Blog

About Acme | OQur Products | Contact Us

Just two paragraphs (using the <p>
element) is all we need to hold the
b|05 title and the naviga{ion links.

‘/ou need to modi‘(:\/ ‘('\oo‘[:cr.‘?h?, more
specifically, the site—info div within

{:hC ‘p OO‘ECY‘. )

<div id="site-info”> E//// 1L

<p><a href="<?php echo home url( '/’ ) ?>” title="<?php echo esc attr( get

bloginfo( ‘name’, ‘display’ ) ); ?>” rel="home”><?php bloginfo( ‘name’ ); ?></a></p>

<p><a title="About Acme” href="#">About Acme</a> | <a title="About Acme”
href="#”>0ur Products</a> | <a title="About Acme” href="#">Contact Us</a></p>

</div>

nally, d o add the nav links from the top ne page
E:iz ‘;/‘C '::n'{: need to topy the whole list structure, just the links.

. fi .
We can put them in a <p> tag vight below the blog title. ooterphp

—Test DRIVe

Be sure to save header.php and footer.php, and then reload the Acme Bit blog in your
browser. Let’s see how our new style is shaping up...

74 Chapter 2
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Now our Ac"\c Bl't b|05 is
starting to look like the

main site!

S~

Q,: Does CSS only work with
WordPress?

A: Nope, CSS is a web standard and is
the primary presentation language on the
Web. Almost every modern website utilizes
it in some way and future releases promise
even more styling power and effects.

changing your blog’s look and feel

Our Bits are Better

o eur 16, 32 and bgq-bit modals:

= Hasdmade = Chisags, [
& Pafasakinghy el b Bduity-leading dasdid

& avelleble in oortom 138 sad agk-hit dlam

Ab Acmie, all we ke are bits, We've been geieg to grest lesgths to brieg the best talent
im thee: it industry to sur tesmn and thet shows in our predoct, Chesk oud the new festures

Download from Wow! eBook
<www.wowebook.com>

O e

Acme Bit is a leading manufacturer of binary informa
computing and telecommunications industries

Az B Biog
Ao Ao | Dur Prodects | Contact U

therejare no
Dumb Questions

Q: Why would | use a class instead
onan ID in HTML?

A: HTML has two ways of identifying
elements: classes and IDs. The main
difference is that classes are reusable,
meaning you can have more than one
element on a given page with that identical
class name. IDs, on the other hand, must
be unique and therefore can only show up
once on a page. So, use IDs for specific
naming and styling needs and classes for
elements that you plan to reuse throughout
your page.

Q} Do | always have to make my own
themes? That’s a lot of work!

AZ While building your own themes is
often fun and rewarding—it’s also a lot of
work and requires a fairly deep knowledge
of WordPress. If you just want a different
look than the default—check out http.//
wordpress.org/extend/themes/. This is

the main source to find thousands of free
themes that you can use for you blog.
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an aside about the sidebar

Everything looks good but the sidebars

The Acme Bit Blog is coming together nicely and we’re almost ready to
show it to Jay. Before we can do that, we need to clean up our sidebar a
little. Because the main Acme site didn’t have a sidebar, there wasn’t any
CSS for it. But we want to keep it in the blog—it’s a very standard and
expected design element for most blogs. So we’ll need to modify the new
CSS to make the current sidebar match the look and feel of the site.

The new theme for the Aeme blog looks areat but the
sidebav—it has the searthbox and some links on the top

vight— is a bit small compared 1o everything else on the

page. We want to make it larger and vemove some links that \
don't need 1o be theve. w

— S . Search

P — [ SEar'l:h j

At Bl is & lewling masulscturer of binary informalion units for the

ot potisg s brlorommn kcatioss mdustrics
bty -— Recent Posts

m — = {Jur Bits are Better
_ ) B Recent Comments
: Archives
April zo1o

Categories

= Uncategorized

Meta

= Site Admin
= Laop ot

= Eniries BSS5

We don't need the “meta” links (we don't want
?ca?lc knowing where our log'm streen isl) and some

quitk CSS should make the sidebar fit better into
the overall design.
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changing your blog’s look and feel

Update your sidebar content with widgets

Widgets are like drag-and-drop design elements
that you can easily add to your blog. Aside from
being a funny word, widgets are an easy way to
customize content and the look and feel of your
site without touching any HTML or CSS.

The widgets section is lotated
within the A\’Pca\ranl‘.c menu in the
WordPress dashboard. Heve you'll
find oP'(:ions for sidebar and footer
tontent widgc{:s too.

.

L L m e e iy

| Wl A BE: Mg

s B Widgeis

Each widget avea and the widgets it contains
torrespond with an identical sidebar on the blog. This
sidebar will show up whevever sidebar.php is called in

the template files.

Primary Widget Area |

The pwimary widger area

Search

Recent Posts
Recent Comments
Archives
Categories

Meta

All widget elements ave
dvag and drop—so move

{')\em avound all \/ou wah‘{',~

Search

.\S-ruu.h

Recent Posts

u (lur Bits are Better
Recent Comments

Archives

n April 210

Categories

» lneategorized

Meta

» Site Admin

» Log out

» Entries RSS

s Comments RS
» WordFress.org
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widget 101

Prag and drop widgets where you want them

Adding and removing widgets from the different sidebar areas is as easy as dragging and
dropping them into the appropriate place. You can add as many or as few widgets as you
want and you’re in complete control over order and custom title options.

o Find the Widget settings in the e
Appearance menu.
Because widgets are theme-dependent, they
are grouped with other theme options.

Esl Appearance 4’\

L SIFChd some time
Playing around with
Widgets the sidebar widgets.
— There is lots of
diffevent tontent
Background You ¢an add.
Header
Editor
-

e Add header and widget details.

Add elements to your sidebar.
Drag elements from the widget pool on
the left to the sidebar container on the
right.

Calendar

& calendar of your blog's posts

Links

Wour blageall

Havigation Menu

e this widget to »dd one of your
ANAArinn MERUS 2% a8 wWilger
Recent Comments

The mast recent Lommenls

Each sidebar widget has its own set of files for customizing the look of

the element.

Primary Widget A

The primry whdpet

ripht o acthenie fhem. Drag widpeds Dack bere o

Calendar &
A calendar of your blog's paso

ecent Posts
Links

weur blsgiall Besent Comment
Mavigarion Mesu Anchives
Use w3 widget o add ane ol pur
TG i M Ak 3 widger —
Hecent Commenis

Mera

The mout medent commaenis
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Recent Posts

Title:

Mumber of posts to show: 5
{at most 15)

Delete | Close m
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Exercise

changing your blog’s look and feel

Update the content and links in your sidebar, and then add the content chunk (below) about
Acme Bit above it. You should be able to do all this without modifying any of the theme files.

Remove the "meta” and “recent comments” sections from

the main sidebar.

We don’t need to show the meta information (login, etc...) to the world.

Let’s get rid of that and the recent comment area—we don’t have any

right now but we can easily add this back in later if we want!

CoFy

Add the “About” copy above the
main sidebar on the home page.
Add the text to the right to a new sidebar
above the original. That means you might
have to move some things around in your
widgets settings. Remember, you shouldn’t

need to change any template files, markup,
or CSS.

Recent Comments Use the widget functionality
4o vemove these settions
Archives < _~ from the sidebar-.
= April 2010
Meta
» Site Admin
s Log out A/ NN
= Emries Lo Using the same widget
» Comments RSS section treate 3 mew
" Moy sidebar above the
original and add the

below.

The Acme Bit Company has been
building quality bits for the
computing industry since 2009. We

are a family company that works and
supports our local community-donating
millions of bits a year to local and
regional charities. Have a look at
our products and you’ll see firsthand
why we are the only name is high-
quality bits.

you are here »
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exercise solution

Update the content and links in your sidebar, then add the content chunk (below) about Acme Bit
above it. You should be able to do all of this without modifying any of the theme files.

?ﬁcﬁe
Lution

G Move the main widgets down to the Secondary Widget Area.
After you remove the the recent comments and meta widgets, place the remaining widgets
in the “Second Widget Area” by dragging them below the first. Then, drag and drop the “Text”
widget to the “Primary Widget Area.”

The primary and secondary widget aveas display the sidebar in the same order
You see in the dashboard. Since we tan't move the widget areas around, we need
4o move the widget elements down instead.

Primary Widget Area ' Primary Widger Area |

The primary widyet area

The primary widger area

secondary Widget Area

=
X

secondary Widget Arca
The secandary widger area

The secondary widger area
Search

Search

Recent Posts

Archives

Categories

I\{ Don't Forge'l: +o vemove _/

any unwanted widgc{'}

80 Chapter 2
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changing your blog’s look and feel

6 Add the sidebar copy to the the Text Widget.
Copy and paste the About copy into the text box of the “Primary Widget Area.”

By clicking the down arvrow in the Text

i Onte You save and navigate back out 4o th
idaet you tan enter a title and block of Y 9 u e
"z;i {:h\.(s{: will appear in the sidebar. We won't :°:; PGQZ L/ou should see the new two-
include a title heve, just the text. eCtion sidebar-

Primary Widger Area |
he Acte Bit Company hasbeen building

vts back kere to quality bits for the computing industry since

The primary wigger area 200y, We are a family company that works
and supparts our local community—donating
Text millions of bits a year tolocal and regional
charities. Have a look at our products and
Title: you'll see first hand why we are the only name
is high-quality bits.
The Aceme Bit Company has been building quality bits for the saamh
computing industry since 2009, We are a family company
that works and supports our local community-donating @)
millions of bits a year 1o local and reglonal charitles. Have a
lonk at our products and you'll see first hand why we are the
only name is high-quality bits, Recent Posts

= (Jur Bits are Better

Archives

= April 2o1o

Categories
] L‘n?gcgnri.md

[ autemaricalty add paragraphs
3

e | e [ save )

you are here » 81

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



test drive

82

> 1esT DRive

Now that we have the new widgets in place—let’s take the Acme Blog for a spin.

amn Acms Rit Rlog | funt another Wordreus sits
[ ok [ e s iacmatcom, = s o

i

Acme Bit is a leading manufacturer of binary information units for the
computing and telecommunications industries

Qur Bits are Betler

Those widgets sure made
things easier, but the font

At Acmo, all we know are bita. We'vs bean gaing ts great | size still seems different than
everywhere else on the blog.
Shouldn't the CSS have taken
care of that?

ninsakiaghy bullt i ieduitry kading stasda rds

& Avallablein an 4 356-bit item

_ @PA\N
PAWEWR
Why might the sidebar font not be fitting in with the
style of the rest of the blog?

Chapter 2
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changing your blog’s look and feel

S

r--—------- - - - - -=-=-=-= "

SIDEBAR CONSTRUCTION

The new theme and content are in place but the original Acme site didn't have a sidebar—

I so it didn't have any CSS related to sidebars. We need to write some custom CSS to make it I

| really fit in with the new theme. |
The Acme Bit Company has been building <7 _\

I quality bits for the computing industry since I
2004, We are a family company that works The main issue with the sidebar
and supports our local community—donating ; oo I

I millicns of bits a year to local and regicnal is the font size—it seems smaller I
charities. Have n%m:-k atour products and £han the vest of the blog.
vou'll see first hand why we are the only name

| is high-quality bits. Y |

| Search |

| Search |

I Recent Posts I
»  (ur Bits are Better The copy is also a bit mushed together,

I it tould be spaced out a bit more. |
Archives Look at the CSS vules below to help

| »  April 2010 You tome up with a solution. |

| Categories |
» Uncategorized

| Use the CSS attributes below to add |

some s{;\/lc 4o the new sidebar. Chetk
I out h{{:\?:/ /www.wsthools.tom/ess/ I
ce. lea ve about
I Look for this vule in the S‘[’)/'C- :::a‘j: 1‘(:;? :'jsirt,csc d:‘ " I
ess file and make some changes o prop

| improve the look of the sidebar- |

I font-size ' line-height ' I

I #main .widget-area ul ' I

background ' padding '

you are here » 83
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construction solution

F — = = = = = = = —_— — = = = = — = — — — — -

| SIDEBAR CONSTRUCTION SOLUTION

The new theme and content are in place but the original Acme site didn’t have a sidebar—so it didn’t have
any CSS related to sidebards. We need to write some custom CSS to make it really fit in with the new theme.

We need to intrease the font size to mateh the

typoaraphy on the vest of the site.

Search

» Our Bits are Better

Archives
» April 2010

Categories
» Uncategorized

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
| | Recent Posts
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o - —

84 Chapter 2

| Search |

#main

#main

Our new s{:\/

.widget-area ul {
margin-left: 0;
padding: 0 20px 0 O;
font-size: 1.4em;

line-height: 1.4em;

.widget-area ul ul {
border: none;
margin-left: 1.3em;
font-size: lem;

padding: 0;

le.ess alveady has a #main -widget—

area ul vule for the bullets, so all we need o do

is add a few vules to make the f. i i
hCiSH: e bi%". e the font size and livie

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>




changing your blog’s look and feel

These CSS additions should made our J\
sidebar a little move presentable—once

we 5c~l: some move \705{',5 on the site, it

will look even better.

I
The Acme Bit Company has & :
been building quality bits for
the computing industry since I
2009. We are a family 'teXtWidiitck;mun b beees I
company that works and padding: 10pxs I
supports our local ) |
community—donating
millions of bits a year to local I
and regional charities. Have Adding a background color and, some I
alookat our products and pripieme
o vead.
roul e it and vy e '
quality bits. :
I
|
|
|
|
|
|

you are here » 85
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your new custom theme

One thewe to rule thew all

You’ve just created your own custom theme for the Acme Bit blog, and it looks just like

the main site! Time to let Jay take it for a spin...

We added new CSS and HTML
that added the Aeme header

We also brought the navigation over so
that our visitors could find theiv way back

and masthead. +o the main Atme site.
[ Tas] e prer e ver eprey 7/
678 Gl ey =D E—

computing and telecommunications industries

Our Bits are.

Postet-r dped T, H O b

of cvar 16, 32 wnd g bl models:
o st s (g, B
P s T g Bl ety sy 1 et

o e b i 108 e -1 whiem

Pt Lvaragee e | | s 8 oy | £

Acme Bit is a leading manufscturer of binary information units for the

AE Asme, il e knasw are Bt We've been poing 1o great length to brisg the bes talers
i tha Bit indusisy to owr bearmn and thet shows in owr product. Chedk oul 1he pew feabures

all-la— .n-llb-l-l-

4

n-n-l-luu

el of bits o yrar 1 sl
ol gl sl B, [l
aloah diowr prodics ssd
souTlsas firm basd wheren
ard thet oy famt b bighs
crasbiey bits.

= Gl Bits e ety

Aarives
& Aprd

Incusrgeriad

Ao D= Dag

/ Abasid Rrms | Cod Prsiats Coomant L

[

All we had to do Lor the footer was add
som‘: exbra HTML and content. The CSS we
brought over Lrom the site made it look JuS‘{‘,
vight automatically.

86 Chapter 2

PO T—

Finall\/, we added a new sidebar using 3
tustom sidebar widget and updating our

style.css file to make it look like th
vest of the blog, o ok ke the
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changing

A Your WordPress Toolbox

g 1”" You’ve got Chapter 2 under

your belt and now you’ve
added themes to your tool box.
Next up, moving beyond the blog

to see how WordPress can help you

manage a whole website.

%BULLET POINTS

®  WordPress uses PHP, HTML, and CSS
to get content to the visitor through their
browser

m  HTML is the language of the Web and is
used to “markup” content with meaningful
tags which then get interpreted by a web
browser.

m  CSS or Cascading Style Sheets are used to
add a presentation layer to HTML and allow
you to change the look and feel of plain old
HTML.

m  Forevery rule in CSS, there needs to be a
corresponding element (like a <p> tag) in
the HTML.

WordPress themes allow you to change the
style of your site without changing any of
your content directly.

Sidebar widgets allow you to dynamically
add and remove content from your blog
sidebar. Some themes support more than
one sidebar widget.

You can download 1000s of free WordPress
themes from the Theme Directory: http:/
wordpress.org/extend/themes/.

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>
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3 content management With wordpress

*

Gentlemen, we have a lot of
stuff. How are we going to
keep track of it all?

You’re starting to outgrow the blog.

Maybe your business is growing, maybe you need more control of what shows up where
on your blog, and when. Luckily, WordPress handles a lot more than just chronological
blog posts. We'll start to tap into its content management system capabilities by
creating static pages like on a regular website, adding navigation for the new pages,
and changing the home page of your new site so it isn’t your blog. Get ready to build a full-

fledged website practically without writing a single line of HTML or CSS.

this is a new chapter 89
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growing pains

I hate to ask again—but
now I need to update our
main site. Some consultant
built it for us years ago
and I have no idea how to
make changes on it!

Qur Bits

Ja\l has written
three posts in the
last few days and
has caught on quick
1o blogging with

are Better

At Acme, all we know are bits. We™
i thee it indlugtry to oar tesm and
of our 16, g2 aml fg-bil models:

The Anatomy of a Qubit

Here at Acme Bit, we focus primarily on classic bits—the basic unit of computer
information. Over the past year we have been experimenting with a different kind of bit, a
quantum bit or “qubit.” Quhits have many of the same characteristics as bits in that they
can be in two different states, on or off. However, they have an extra state called a

superposition which is spedal to quantum bits amd represents a linear of o and 1.

We're still looking a1 practical applications for our customers, but the future definitely is

WovdPress.
®  Hunddmade in
= pPainsgakingly
= Avadlable ks 0
T
20 Chapter 3

The Duality of the Bit

ESBd on 2010

Mo matter what size bit you have, 16, 32 or 64 each comes with only 2 discreet states: on
or off. Now you may be thinking, “that's not a lot of options, how is that going to help my
busineas?” Well the truth iz, vou only really need 2 states. Think of all the information

that can be represemted that way: onfoff, 1/2, hotfeold, up/down, white/black. The
passibilities are endless.

So don’t get hung up on your lack of options—embrace simplicity and wonderful duality of
the bit.
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content management with wordpress

Our Aeme Blog is managed by WordPress.
We ¢an add content and make thanges
to the look and feel without ever

{‘puchihg any tode or markuy.

Acme Blog

WordPress acts as a layer between you and

the HTML, CSS, and tode that vuns your site.
[t gives you Familiar intecfaces to complete
tommon '[:asks on \/ou\r web pages.

Tscrd Foait
P — = e e e B
[ S ——
= mmians s ma el sl i
- ety
R —
e
Azma Bit Blog et i

ﬂman Peme site is Jus{ Sshatie” HTML—theve

e [] e

[ T - T

Asston BB i n bemfinng ranufactmrer of My ot usit
fur the competing and isd

o Py | o g s - W Ry | v o o — g g o -
—— m—— e m—— P e T
P NP ST R UL W

—— am e b L e e o e St

—_—— p— pri——

Main Acme Site

is mo 4ool 4o help us manage everything, £ you
want £o thange something you have 4o open the
file in a text editor and change the
and tontent.

KTML, CSS,

Not everyone knows HTML—or even wants to. Without WordPress, or some other tool,

very few people could make thanges to this. What if yo

10,000 pages? You tan see this website would be d

itfi

eult to
few people, and Jay doesn’t have anyone on staff at Aeme 4o

w'e a big tompany and have
manage by more than a
help him change his site.

you are here »
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content management

WordPress is a content management system

WordPress can do way more than manage your blog, it’s powerful enough to control all
the content of typical website. Technically, all blogging platforms are a form of content
management system, but WordPress makes it simple to build full-featured websites on top of its

J/\Wc add eontent, images, and video

posts, pages, and themes.

I

A tontent managcmcw{: S\/s{:c"\ 5'|Vcs . :

us 3 familiar intecface to operate
a move tomplex s stem—in the tase
of WordPress, we're using a browser.

+o WordPress muth like we do
in word protessing S\Is{:cms like

Mievosokt Word.

WordPress is made up of a
database to store our tontent,
an admin streen 1o edit that
tontent, and computer code
that translates it into HTML
and CSS that can be viewed
by a web browser.

—
— —
o, g |
—

—

— | —

—

CSSs Images

WordPress publishes our tontent to the web in common formats like

HTML and CSS—the same +ools used to build websites. So

WordPress to build a whole site of HTML pages,
You don’t have to be an HTML whiz 4o do it

YYou tan use

not \)us‘f: a blog. And

A content management system allows users to edit websites using

forms and word Processor—like controls instead of moJifying HTML

files and code c[irectly.

92 Chapter 3
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content management with wordpress

WordPress has three main management sections

o

o

T Acme Bit Blog

Content SR < Dashboard
We already know that WordPress can e
handle a blog post but you can also o S
create pages, add lists of links, and e } doercmnt
upload media to include in your site. : B

We've 90ing 4o fotus on pages ‘(:ov. : s e

now. They will help us get the main e e

Aeme site moved into WordPress. o “ i s oy
Structure and Organization 5 s = St e s G st e
WordPress gives us tools like o e s

categories and tags to help organize -
our content. Pages also help us build
heirarchical structures within our site.

Look and Feel

Finally, WordPress gives us built-in
themes (and the ability to make our
own) so we can make our site look
however we want.

e

¥ g

T

wpaerr Fapen

" WariTrrs | Thy o | Pl

Bgorm Ueattn

Ao ey ey o e g

settions to WordPress—but *[:hc\/'rc mostly

site scﬂ:inss so we'll ignore those for now.

0K, so there ave a few more “managcmcnf'/

arpen your pencil
N

at http://acmebit.com.

Take a look at the current Acme site and write down all the pages
we'll need to move over to WordPress. You can view the Acme site

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>
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http://acmebit.com

pages are a lot like posts

wrpen your penci
salutmn Take a look at the current Acme site and write down all the pages

we'll need to move over to WordPress.

These are all {hc Contact
pages that currently ‘ Products I
veside on the main Standard Bits
Acme sr{:c \/ou

P\robabl\/ ‘Fovmd ‘U\Cm
b\/ chckmg {')\rough
the site’s navigation
links. We'll need to
9et these pages over
to WordPress.

Custom Bits

WordPress pages are just posts ‘outside” the blog

WordPress allows you to create a special kind of post called a page. A page does exactly what
you might think—it adds a new webpage to your WordPress blog, which then is really turning
nto more of a website. By default, WordPress ships with an “About” page that you can take a
look at to get an idea of how a page looks in your dashboard. You can add as many pages as
you like and they can be used to build a whole additional site around your blog.

From the pages navigation

& Posts Moot == in your dashboard, you ¢an

: £ s = edit an existing page (About
5 Media ; = = is there by chauH') or
o Links : oo mrrmt treate a new one—just like

e a treating a blog post.

> Edit i e
Add Mew ._ - e K.

() Comments =3

94 Chapter 3
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content management with wordpress

Pages are the backbone of your CMS$

Without the ability to create pages, WordPress would just be a blogging tool. Pages are
obviously important for providing content, but how you name them and where you store them
within the WordPress file structure also impacts the organization of your site. Helping you keep
track of all that is part of what makes WordPress a true content management system (CMS).

Most O‘C the time Yyou will see
“content management sys{:cm"

abbreviated as CMS.

This diagram shows the hierarehy of pages.
on a rcall\/ s'um‘?lc site that also has a blég n
it This is also called a tree, or information
arthitetture, diagram. But who ctaves what
it's called—it's just heve to help us stay

organized. \

The home page is at the top of
the tree—it’s what loads when
someone ‘[:\/PCS in Your main URL
(like www.atmebit.com). Every
other page you ereate is going o
5:{: its own unique URL as well.

Home

o

/blog /about us /contact

These pages ave the next

branch in our site’s tree. The
/pecple show up after the main URL
like www.atmebit.com/ tontatt,
so we tan abbreviate wheve

they live as \‘)uch “/eontact’.

/blog/post-1

Gt

/blog/post-2

Do you know what the URL
for this Page would be?

it

ﬁ /blog/post-3

Posts ave just individual pages that get placed within
the tontext of your blog- All Yyour ?os{:s will appear
under /blog in your site structure.

you are here » 95
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add a new page

Adding a new page is just like adding a new post

Q Select Add New from the Pages menu. e Add a title and some content.

This will bring up a new empty page that will You can use the visual editor or code editor and
look just like the “add new post” page. HTML is allowed in the page (also just like a post).
- Edit S &
| . B i o i-MEEF
Add New e _ = i —
e Preview and save your draft. 9 Publish Wh?" you'.re ’feaij-
Once your title and content are in place you can You can add images just like ma blog post, and
preview your page before you publish it for the thanks to the CSS. WOI‘I.{ you did earlier, your
world to see. If you’re not quite ready yet, click page will alr.eady 1¥1her1t the style of your blog.
“Save Draft” and you can come back later and Once you hit Publish, your new page will be
finish things up. available on your site.
save Draft Preview Publish
Status: Draft Edit Save Draft Preview
Visibility: Public Edit Status: Draft Edit

[ Publish immediately Edit

* Move to Trash m

Vicihility: Puhblic Edit

[ Publich immediately Edit

96 Chapter 3
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content management with wordpress

r-—-.—----"-- - - - - - =- == L
WORDPRESS CONSTRUCTION I

Use the pages you wrote down in the earlier exercise as a reference and add new i’
pages for each content section of the Acme site.

Contact

Products

Standard Bits

. Ho!
Custom Bits me

Don't delete the “About” : ~ Jaage——— -
Page, \')us{: thange the ; -~ - -
title and content, and i ) - ° =
you've alveady 9ot one e
added!
Lo g
you are here » 97
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building new pages

‘l_.
r-—- === - - - - == === A
| WORDPRESS CONSTRUCTION |
Use the pages you wrote down in the earlier exercise as a reference and add new
I pages for each content section of the Acme site.
Ein‘“-- e *:M:.E ~
I Tk Arme e Biog : = T o
I I Edit Peges == S e
| TR0 BT =
I I
I Each page should show up in the |
: Pages list and a preview will be
I available 4o see what it looks like |
in the site.
| : |
I | I
Make sure You disable
I tomments by unthetking I
{:hc “A”ow Commth‘tsn a{:
I the bottom of the new I
page form. This way we
|  Discussion won't gct 3 comment form |
on ::cw pages that may
e —
I [JAllow Comments. ortuse people—you only I
) ) wah‘{: {‘)\Cm c',ommen{:mg on
| Eﬁ.ll{:w trackbacks and pingbacks on this page. your blog posts. |
S |
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content management with wordpress

http:/acwmebit.com/?pageid=23...

All of the pages are there but the
URLs for each page are showing up
with numbers and question marks in
them! Weren't they supposed to look
like /contact and /about?

That is a pretty ugly link. And it doesn’t tell us much about
the page, either.

URLs are an important part of the Internet. They are the street addresses of our
favorite sites on the Web. Because of this, we want them to be easily memorable.
A link with a bunch of question marks an equal signs is tough to remember—our
brains don’t work that way. We like to see links that have human-readable and
speakable parts so we can remember them. These are called “pretty permalinks”
because they look and sound nice. They also serve another purpose—they can be
like little bits of meta data tucked away inside your link. When you see /products
you know exactly what to expect on that page, before a single pixel loads. Pretty,
usable URLs make the Internet a happier place.

| + |63 http://acmebit.com/?page_id=23

The 2page_id=23 torvesponds to the ID of that

?agcls entry in our database. This is good for the
tomputer, but isn't very human feiendly.

N

That's move like it. A link | can veall
| + €3 http://acmebit.com/contact/ wrap my brain around. e

Pretty permalin]cs make life on the Internet easier by
giving visitors a readable, memorahle link that reflects the
content of the page.

you are here » 99
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pretty up your links

Make your URLs manageable with permalinks

By default, WordPress creates links for your posts and pages using syntax that ends with
something like this: ?p=xxx . The “xxx” part is the number of that page in your database. You
can change this setting by selecting a new “permalink” structure from a list in WordPress. The
“Day and name” option is one that you see on a majority of blogs because it gives you date
information along with a title in the URL.

el Settings

L L ]

4 oo et et el ) |

Ceneral iog - e
W7 Permurtink Sertings

Writing (TR A D N Bt L S —
S o o e

Reading
Discussion
Media
Privacy

Permalinks

WordPress gjves you
con{:vol over MRLS

in the Permalink
(?C‘rmancw(: link) menu.

The default setting will always display posts and pages by"{:hciv D in the
database. Any of the other settings will trigger “pretty” URLs for pages
(/produtts, /eontact) and then the specified URL strueture for the posts.

Common setings
@ Default hitp:/focnebit, consTp=123 £ You want, You ¢an add a tustom
structure and make up Your own
(Day and nama hitp:r/focmehi ¢, con/ 18584722 Fsampl e -past s FCV‘malihkS- 'ro |Ca¥‘h movre abw{: .u,"s
OMenth and name http:/focmebit. con/TH18/04 somp L e-posk/ ‘FC&{:UV‘C, Cthk ou{: .u‘c WOV‘dPV‘CSS
Codex: http://¢odex.wordpress.org/
DNumeric hitp:/focmebit, confarchivess123 MSiha_PCV‘MQIihkS#ChOOSihLYOIAY_
ermali .
e - | permalink_structure
_/

100 Chapter 3
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content management with wordpress

Permalinks are handled by the web server

Most of the work to make your URLs more attractive is done by the server. The web server
looks at the incoming URL, like acmebit.com/contact, and compares it to a set of rules it

has on file. If the URL matches a rule, say “?p=123 is the same as /contacts”, the web server
would route the request to serve up the appropriate page based on its database ID. This process
is called rewriting and it’s usually handled by code called a “rewrite engine.” WordPress steps in
to automatically change the links on your site to point to the new, more readable URLs.

The web server then sends the

A visitor to your site {2\/\755 i I appropriate page to the visitor's
in a URL in their browser. T ' browser, in this tase it sends
El m l‘\{:{:\?l//ac‘,mcbif.com?\?:’23. (It
Web browsgr _ E still shows the URL with the

- pretty permalink in the addvess bav
— of the broswer, ‘Ehough...).

HTML Web page

http://lacmebit.com/products The -htaceess file is =
where you store the \, \ _—

vules for the vewrite
Cng‘me.

—_— Web server
That URL vequest is sent e
4o our server and our — . |
vewrite engine uses the — htaceess:
haceess File, which is also s fovodutts >> 2p=123

tored on the server, 1o
Lake  look at the URL. htaccess  /tontact >> - p=l2f

/about >> '?\’:l 25.

_ Go into the Permalink menu and modify your settings so that posts and pages can have pretty
E”M’ise permalinks. Start with the “Day and name” permalink setting as that is the most common format
’ on blogs. Then go to a browser and navigate to the /contact page at your site’s URL.
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asking for permission

Page Not Found?

Now that we’ve selected the permalink structure that we want for the Acme site, we should
be able to browse to a page by title (/contact) and see that page in our site. Sometimes,
however, the new pretty URL will instead display a Not Found error. These errors occur
when the server can’t find the file being requested based on the URL. Depending on your host,

your permalinks may or may not work at this point. If they do work, you can skip this next section (or stick
around and learn about the .htaccess file).

WO ke Sames - Acee Mg - Worsri -
mn-_ [T ——————————— elur-- =
1.'_“1 Acme Bit Blog . v ety s | Lag Ow
-
Py - T Permalink Settings i [
; We -(:h‘:ped the vadio button
e e L »
[ {O “Da\/ a“d name and ‘EhCh
o e B et YL AT UL AR AOVE AT WY A M B Y 8 T, AR WYL £ ve T MY S (TSN 3 G
& s i ok o Sl S 0 T M I M saved the thanges.
i Fugrs Cornimadn waitings
- amm—— B Day and name hetp: /facmehit con/ 2018/ 04,22 fsmmple-pase s
[ .
e [RI— NPT —————
1 b " T
T s Ditaitom it U L L M A (0 L P R N e R O
L= - et Fommd
s ¥ v i, O Ty S LT s Bt v GGy S GELE e, P e, g g T T L R o e e
e Ly et bsa gy |, oy e TvegarLisd i e thats esd P el asll
n
it Cattsy Inis
i Tan bt
r—
o=
L e e R pe———— e e e————
P Chich o T R 5d e WTRA § ' 13 doieT oL

URL, we get a page not

ound ervror—not good...

[£ you look at the bottom ,
oF\l{')\c permalinks page—you I _

see 3 message that tells us

our htaceess file didn't get
“written” to, whith means it
didw't aet updated with our

\>CV'ma|ink vules....

Wo\:dPrcss ¢an't add vules because it
tan't modi‘(:\/ +this ‘Filc, so righ‘l‘, now
our pretty URLs don't work.

.htaccess
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content management with wordpress

Minding your .htaccess file

If WordPress can’t write to, or modify, your .htaccess file, it can’t make your permalinks pretty.
Normally, your .htaccess file is located in the public html directory on your web server—
sometimes called the website “root” directory (this is also where WordPress is installed). Some
servers may have special rules that allow that file to be located elsewhere (and some servers
don’t have the file at all). Since WordPress might not be able to add those rules because it can’t
write to the file, we’ll add the rules manually instead.

The -htaceess filename stavts
with a dot () for sccuri{:\/
reasons and so they've not
aceidentally deleted. Because of
this, files that start with dot

—_—
g, arve often “invisible” when viewing
—_— Your files in Your FTP client.

/ public_html/

The htaceess Lile goes in Your public web

—
———

—

1
divct{:o\r\/——{:\nc same place as index.himl .htaclcess FTP clients usually .\navc. a.“.bl
index.php- = option to show or hide invisible
o files. You only need to have
1 : hem visible if you need to
. e modify the file.
|

Other WordPress files...

These 8 lines of tode (whith you tan Lind in the
WordPress permalink menu in your dashboard)

will need to 9o at the top of your htaceess file.
Once they've there, your permalinks should work as

expected. -\

Because most
operating systems
hide “invisible”
files from you, the
.htaccess usually doesn’t show

Watch it!

<|fModule mud_rewri?é/.c:a-
RewriteEngine On

RewriteBase /

RewriteRule Aindex\ php$ - [L]
RewriteCond %{REQUEST_FILENAME} !-f
RewriteCond %{REQUEST_FILENAME} !-d
RewriteRule . findex.php [L]

< (IfModule>

up on your own computer. Copy
it in your FTP client and rename
it to htaccess.txt (no dot in front
of it). Download the .txt file to
modify it on your local machine,
and then rename it to .htaccess
again when you upload the new
version in your FTP client.

you are here »
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exercise solution

o

Go into the Permalink menu and modify your settings so that posts and pages can have pretty

permalinks. Start with the “Day and name” permalink setting as that is the most common format

E iSe on blogs.

Lution

Create and open your .htaccess file.
In your FTP client, create a file called .htaccess in the public html folder
(if it’s not already there). Then open the file in a text editor.

public_html/

Add our rewrite rules.
Paste the rules we copied from the WordPress
permalink menu into the top of the .htaccess file

and save.

-

_— In some cases this file will alveady be
o ] here—no big deal- Open up the file in
—

a text editor and skip to step #2.
—

.htaccess /

If you are having

<IfModule mod rewrite.c>

RewriteEngine On :
. ¢ over the WordPress Codex

RewriteBase / :

RewriteRule “index\.php$ - [L]

RewriteCond %{REQUEST FILENAME} !-f

«¢| problems getting
Wa tch it! your permalinks
: working, head
and read their detailed page on
Permalinks and URL rewriting:
http://codex.wordpress.org/

RewriteCond %{REQUEST FILENAME} !-d i Using_Permalinks.
RewriteRule . /index.php [L]
</IfModule>
I N B ————
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Nice work! Now we heed
to start filling these
pages with the content
from the main site...

content management with wordpress

. | s e g

A —
Rid i [ Pk Lt L

therejare no
Dumb Questions

Q: Why doesn’t WordPress just call Q: Is there a limit to how many
itself a content management system? pages and posts | can create?

A: According to their website,
WordPress is a “publishing” system,
which is really just another phrase for

A: WordPress can handle hundreds
of thousands of pages and posts which
would only be limited by hard drive space

content management system. The reason  for the database and server power to
their mostly known for blogging software serve the pages. You'll most likely never

is because that's what WordPress was
originally created for and that's where
they built their following.

reach the limit of WordPress’s capabilities,
and if you do, congratulations—you're a
web rock star!

Now you should see our produtts page when you type
/produets after your site’s URL in your browser.

Q,: | don’t understand anything
inside the .htaccess file. Help!?

A: That's OK, once you add that

code to your .htaccess you'll most likely
never have to look at that file again. All
you need to know is that code is for
WordPress and it needs to be in there for
your site and pages to work properly with
permalinks.
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we need content

Build your pages with the visval editor

Now that we have our pages added and the permalinks in order, it’s time to get the copy from
the original Acme site over onto our new WordPress-powered site. To do this we’re going to
revisit the visual editor that we learned about in Chapter 1, and we’ll dig in to see a few more
things that it can help us do.

Upload/insert [m] [T = @ D
B 5 s SE e EE 2 2wl igle 4\
This is the default visual
editor which will allow you to
tompose pages tlose to how
{hc\/ will look when ?ublished
on the site. This is often
veberved 4o as the ‘What
you see is what you 5e+," or
WYSIWY§ (sounds like
“whizz.\/wig") view.
Pa®:
S om0 Las eclited by acmeacmin oo Apeil 12, 2010 at 5:59 pm
The “kitehen sink” button will
/ add another row to the visual
editor menu 9ivin You more
e L _ options for modi ying the text
SIS IS IE LR SR HiZ-aE and paragraphs in Your page.
Pt - U (M|A- B B2 RO =& @
el E e — As you tan see, when You use
L:N: SIE }: < E=a milcdul JE o ﬂ\c\lvisual editor style is added
o -l Al @@ B " *{:o\/owéon{:cn{:{:hcsamcw?
it would be on the live site. For

Here at Acmee Bit, we focus primarily on classic hits-<the hasie unit of somputer )

information. Over the past yvear we have been experimenting with o diferent kind of bit, a man\/ YCO?'C, |‘t R casicr ‘Eo Lom?osc
ages when You don't have to sort

through all £he HTML in the

tode editor.

guantum bit or quibit. (fubits have many of the ame charaderistics as hits in that they
can be in two different states, on or off, However, they have an extra Sate called a
superpoiilion which is special vo quantsm bits and represents a linear of & and &

We're still Inoking ot practical applications for oar customers, b the future defnitedy is
bright for this quastum worker.

Fai
Wl courd 3 Lait ednd by itrrmideren o8 hove § 2010 & 1002 s
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content management with wordpress

Visua] Editor
Up (lsse

This eluster of options tontrols
links (or <a> elements) and
“move” tags inserted into posts.

I:: \i?tclg:;:a;‘:oﬁszr: “ expanded visual editor menu.

The kitehen sink button toggles
between the default and the

monitor will togale WordPress
into £ull sereen mode.

The expanded menu gives you a style

drop—down for au{:omaicically aﬂ?l\/ing

a style vule (lke 3y, 18pt bold) to a These buttons are used +o modi«c\/ tharaeters and paragraphs
Par{:if,ular scc{:ion, and more advam‘.cd Wijd'i“ \/°w Pos{: or Pasc' l‘('\ Yo")" familiar wi‘{:h word

layout buttons like ali grment. and font Protessing software, these should look Lamiliar-.

¢olor. Your new pages will inhevit Your

blog’s style, but sometimes You want

something different. Just vemember it

only applies to the text you've eurvently

wo\rking with—it doesn't u?da'l:c Your

CSS vules for the whole site.

pagraph |~ || U || =] A -] |G| 2

sourtes. Make sure you use the Mievosoft
Word button when ?asﬁng in from a Word
dotument 1o ensure that all the special
thavacters display properly.

/Q These buttons help you paste in from other

Finally, the last cluster of buttons on  __————
the expanded menu allow you to insert
movies and other media as well as special
thavatters like (:ovcign turveney symbols
and special punttuation. We'll get to some
of these options later in the book.
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exercise

Use the visual editor to add content to all the new pages you've
Exe csé created to bring over from the old Acme site (http://acmebit.com).
5 -“

Upload/insert &) (I = @ TR e

= |

We need to get the
content for all these
pages into WordPress.
Add the content and ‘{:r\/
+o mateh the ‘COYma‘t‘(:ing
as tlosely as possible using
the visual editor

R TR

i
=
"
"
"
1
3
L]
("
1

e _ mmeeen S e
o o e

O it v [ s Prasbenia 2 Emmvait Uy

Acma Bitis a leading maufactarer of Binary information units -
fior the compating and telecommoniatans imdustries

e — T
& WO Laaga
Clorrsns  Bowbrenn 3 tsusiin
i L)

1 BN Lorers peum dokor sl 53 Bitl Lovorm geuam ook

R s, ook RS =l Acme BlLis » beading manctace . .
:- e s s e e, ol B G PR RN e, far the compauti wrer of binary infosmation -

2 . I ofbinr
T L incackdt & s 8 8 -:. & 30 elecommenioatin, ewem
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s st iaes latrm
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O i 5
Praags, 1 soong
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content management with wordpress

e AT -
e e L

Pay a‘l:'(:cv\{:ion to the old Aunc site and make PR i b
sure You are getting all the content. Remember, e e e i e

You €an preview your pages in WordPress bef. CE m
You commit to publishing them 4o the :vsmrlfi.c,‘rc m

P D | it oo, prodlane Rim

O roout Acre | Ow Predueis [ Comser Us

Acme Bit is a leading manufacturer of binary information units
tor the computing and telecommunications industries

Our Products

The Acre B Company Sa0a) & wes rings o #anaers &g guinus BE:

Slondard Bils
Fiat Rama o) buiirmss forgeling nessi

Premibim Bils
Pt ngharsd ) il g i ropechs

Dipeidome Dbt D Conlet T

e e, el B

Acme Blt is a leading manufacturer of binary mfmmr.mn umnits
far the computing and telecommunications industrics

About Acme Bit Company

o g B P B BRI PR B B DR
::rm e e S B DA SR VAT T D
ok g e e T,

e bt o Uit
e 1 Sy Jﬂﬂm‘nm .
o -mTE W nad e ko i g T whurg & Eerett Eompuing
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exercise solution

Use the visual editor to add content to all the new pages you've
created to bring over from the old Acme site (http://acmebit.com).

%«cﬁe
LutioN

About (/about)

Uploadfinsert [m) (I 53 @ Visual HTML
B I ax |=iE|x | ElE = et | o ol i [| 2
Format “|(g i A-GEE e HinEE L7

l

The Acme Bit Company has been a leading manufactur of quality bits and quantum bits
for the computing industry since 1984. We are an industry leader in quality and customer
servier with our bits going on to power cverything from yvour fancy toaster to your giant

flat sereen TV,

In addition to computing bits, Acme also specializes in quantum bits or "qubits.” These
bits take our computing (down) to the next sub-atomic level and are helping to power the

future of discreet computing,

Path:

Contact (/contact)

-

Upload/Insert [m] O 52 @

Visual HIM

CRFAIC NN S JE | il I
Format U (MmA~- @ @2 (B2 R L
We are always excited to hear from our favorite customers, If vou'd like vo get a hold of

us, please send a letter and a self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

What's Up Acme
PO BOX oooo
Chicago, 1L o000

We will read your letter when we receive it and then carefully file it alphabetically in one
of our many file cabinets. In addition, we'll send yon a visual representation of a bit in

sticker form so you can represent Acme on your desk, laptop or Trapper Keeper.
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&~ N

e — T Sy Well spit Produets into

three pages, one for the
main page and then a sub—

e e L

Acme Bit i a leading manufecturer of binary information units for the age fov- eath Scha{esoy-\/
it b bk icalioms industr
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ium).
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o tiw rrempatig ey scnen Jqlly, W kre an sty |sadet B Qb sSssncee P .
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Poieies el

T il b
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Acme Bitis a leading manufacturer of binary information units for the
computing and telecommunications industrics
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i

. —
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Ao B By ity ety
el s | un Pty | Comiac

ite b
hould see the new ontent on your WordPress sn{:c. Y
\l{t:\:s':; around to all the pages or clicking the page links from
within the “edit yos{:" page in +he dashboard.
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branching out

All pages are not created equal

We've created all our new pages, but something’s still not quite right. We just have a bunch of
pretty URLs, but they aren’t organized the way they were on the main Acme site. Creating a
hierarchy is an important part of organizing your content. Some pages are what we call “top-
level” content, which is like introducing a main subject. The AcmeBit page about Products is a
top-level page, but some of the other pages are not.

Wasn't there something we
were supposed to do with that “tree”
diagram from earlier? These pages

don't have any hierarchy, maybe that
has something to do with it?

True. Not all these pages are equivalent.

Creating a hierarchy entails making “nested” pages, or sub-pages Q
out of secondary content. It helps people visiting your site
know what to expect, and it will also make our URLs match the
site organization. Like we saw earlier in our tree diagram, the
top-level page is the parent page, and the sub-page is the child
page. This creates a “nested” navigation, and our page URLs
should then reflect the parent-child relationship.

All the pages we added in the last exercise
show up at the top level of the site. Some
of those pages should be sub—pages of top-

level content. For example “/ people” should
be /about/ people. Home

/about ’ /products ’ /contact l /people l /standard-bits
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content management with wordpress

Ef;‘l Tree Diagram Magnets

,.’——i Place the content magnets in the appropriate spots on the tree
diagram. You may need to go back and look at the main Acme Bit

site for help.
Contact ‘/:ch of these vepresents
Products a page of content on the

standard Bits main Atme site. Organiz'mg,
them below will help us
make sure we build the site
properly in WovrdPress.

Custom Bits

i

We've 9ot one
started for you.
What might be
the appropriate
sub—con{:cw{: ‘Cov-
an about Fagc?

g About Us |

Check the Aeme Bit site
(http://aemebit.com) to
make sure You didn't ‘Fo!rgc{:
an\/ pages.

L
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magnets solution

3 Tree Diagram Magnets

=

,._-——i Place the content magnets in the appropriate spots on the
information architecture diagram. You may need to go back and

look at the main Acme Bit site for help.

About Us, Products, and Home
Contact will be the top—level
pages.

Contact
Not .Z” Pages need ¢hildven—
someti .
ﬁ People Standard Bits imes one leve| is enough.

Pages like People and child pages like
Standavd Bits ean be child pages of
our primary pages.

About Us Products

Custom Bits

T

The parent page appears immediately after

/produc’rf/ the voot in the site URL. This a top level
page.

—_—

ey /products/standard-bits  /products/custom-bits
Parent Page E E

/ Child Page 1 ﬁ Child Page 2

TlLis child page will appear as a A parent can have many ¢hild

sub—page of /parent. Pages. Those ¢hildren can even
have ¢hildven §
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content management with wordpress

Now that you've figured out which pages should go where, let’s
get that set up in WordPress. Look at the options in the page edit
screen and build the parent-child relationships for all the pages.

_ \;Pen your penci

Home

About Us Products Contact

Freview Changes

status: Published Edit
Wisihiliny Publie Edir

7 Published on Apr 21, 1010 & 1729 Edit

People Standard Bits

7\ / Artributes
All the pages that fall -
below the top—level of the Custom Bits Main Page ina parent %

You an arrange your pages i hierarchses, For

site will need to have a

L

. example, you eould have an “Ahsur” page thas
Parcn{: aSSIﬁth +'° ‘thc”‘ has “Life Stary™ and "My Dog” pages under i
so we £an dISFla\/ ‘{:hCm TI'DIE:: it Bimits b hew deeply nested you
tan make pages

properly on the site.

Tamplide
Default Template -
Look ‘Fov- OP‘(’,iOhS n ‘H\C aae d": Some themes hawe Custom templares you n
Sidcbak ‘F . F 5 edi wee fov certain pages that might have
or addlha and rc;hov'ma aclditional Peatures or custem liyouts. If so.
pavent—child rcla'ﬁionshi‘?s o pages. PR e
Order
L]

Pages aie wwally oidered alphabetically, bul
you can put a number above to change the
order pagEs appear in

Download from Wow! eBook Featured Image
<www.wowebook.com> st featyred smage
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sharpen solution

_ rpen your pencil
B -1‘-. hlutmn Look at the options in the page edit screen and build the parent-
child relationships for all the pages.

Q Find the Parent option in the Attributes sidebar.
This drop-down will set the parent for the page you are editing. When you’re in
the Page list view, the child pages will appear indented.

All of the pages you have added will show up in the drop—down.
Any page tan be a pavent of another page—just not for itself.

You ¢an eheck our
parent—child settings in
Main Page (no parent) the list view.
About Us
People -
o R P v B Py = el

Contact als 'll O e & W
-.tll Az Bl Blog - " e T

Standard Bits — 5 Edit Pages
v wmer mermoygs poear pageS 0 R i ;
example, you could have an “Abol - R R T TR ES
has “Life Story” and “My Dog”™ pag
There are no limits to how deeply 5%
can make pages. ==

Template Sl Fram . et

Default Template o iz i ; e
S R - M

Some themes have custom templ
use for certain pages that might
additional features or custom lay o | P | i it |
yvou'll see them above. -

Order

e Select another WordPress page to act as the parent.
Any other page in the system can act as the parent to your current page. After
you select a new parent, make sure you save your page. You can make sure the
relationship is correct by checking the indents in the page list view.
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content management with wordpress

That's nice that they have parents,
but how is that going to make

those pages show up on the site?
I don't see them in the navigation
anywhere...

Build navigation using the
WordPress menu system

WordPress has built-in functionality that allows you to build “menus” out of
pages (and categories) and then use them in your themes. A menu is basically
just a list of links—in this case the links will be for our site’s pages that we just
created. The great thing about this feature is that is recognizes our parent-
child relationships and builds the appropriate nested navigation for us. Take a
look at the screen shot below—notice how our child pages appear indented?
This gives us extra options to control when and where the sub-page URLs get
displayed.

Main Mavigation

i B | Cutene &

Menus ¢an be ereated
‘(:\rom {:hc Menu yagc o‘c
the Appearante settion in

ot B | el your dashboard. You tan
ereate as many as you
Atroue Us et 1 Desere like and use them all over

your site or blog,

Locate the Menu admin section in your dashboard and build a navigation menu for the Acme site.
Use the screenshot above as a guide.
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exercise solution

Locate the Menu admin section in your dashboard and build a navigation menu for the Acme site.

Es‘oe«ci-?e
Lution

o Select all available pages in the Add Pages
Add Pages sidebar.
You can bring this selection list up by
clicking the “Show All” link below the
search field. This will add all the links to Hide All
the Main Navigation.

Search

Add to Menu

™ Products
Main Navigation ™ Custom Bits
™ standard Bits
Peaduets # Contact
# About Us
Custam Bits E People
Srandard Bits
!-
Cantact f Edit | Delere
Abour Us Ediv | Delete
NOTE: The Appearante —>
Feople it i Menu item is onl\/ available
in WordPress 3.0.
9 Drag child links on top of parents e 1 T
to create a sub navigation. M K
When you hover over the links a four-way SES : ket :
cross will appear and allow you to drag pespane ora
the links around the menu. By dropping a ===
link on top of another, that link becomes r—— i

a child, and indents in the menu.

Child link items will show as sub _
navigation items in the site menu. L g o

\j\
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content management with wordpress

Modify your thewme to enable the
havigation menu

Now that we have our menu built, we need to get it onto our site. This feature
is not enabled by default in our Acme theme so we need to add a bit of code
to our template files so we can see the new navigation we built.

Bain Havigation

Once you've set all the parent—child
elements in the menu it should look Products T
something like this. Notice how You ean
have multiple links set as thildven. This
works 3rca’c for our Product settion that
has multiple subsettions.

ABout s Edn | Detabi

e Reapy Bake

Add this to your sidebar.php
template file.

<div id="primary” class="widget-area”>

<?php wp_nav_menu(); ?>

Add just this line 1o Your
sidebar.php file in the Acme <ul class="xoxo”>
—

theme. This will ‘7|aéc a <?php if ( ! dynamic_sidebar( ‘primary-widget-area’ ) )
naviga{:ion list in your sidebar on // begin primary widget area 2>

. »n
the pages that use the “sidebar

<li id="search” class="widget-container widget

‘{:c"\?la‘tc- search”>
<?php get search form(); 2>
</1li>
\/ou ¢an leave evcr\/{:hing else in <1li id="archives” class="widget-container”>

heve in the file :)"S{.’ as it is <h3 class="widget-title”><?php e (

‘Archives’, ‘twentyten’ ); 2></h3>
<ul>
<?php wp get archives( ‘type=monthly’ ); 2>
</ul> =
</1li> e

—
—

T —— |

sidebar.php
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test drive

— TasTt DRIve

) About Acme - Our Froducts u Contuet Us \

We alveady have top—level navigation—

v information units for the this will show people wheve they are at
in the sub—pages.

2s

- Products

- Standard Bits

« Custom Bits & T
EAbant « Contact Bu{:, our menu IS showihg all the pages in
atcasmany | apout Us our navigation and without that hierarehy
iitle ol « People we \)us{: Pu‘t into Yl&dc,’ That tould 56{', kind

Lonfusing in COh]')uc{:ion with the E\aih

o i navigation up top. [t would be nice i the
Fl.rhp _-ﬁ.:\ o ;-“" 5 n":ﬂm:}-lhth menu only showed links velevant to {:,hc page
we've on (e, don’t show “Contact” if we've
alrcad\/ on the / Cov\{;ad‘, ?agc).

Use 0SS rules to control what shows up in the menu

Getting our new menu into the page was only the first step. Since we didn’t have any code in
our theme’s template to display the menu—and we just added that—we also didn’t have any
rules in our CSS file to make it work properly with the rest of the site. Let’s create some rules
that show and hide the sub-pages based on what page is currently being viewed, so our menu
properly reflects the hierarchy we just put into place.
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content management with wordpress

_ Reapy Bake

Update the €SS to make the menu play nice with the rest of the site

.menu 1i {

}

Add this to the bottom

of your style.ess File in the
smenu L. currentrmenu-iten { atmebit theme divectory:
display: block;

font-weight: bold;

.menu li.current-menu-item .menu-item-object-
page {
display: block;

font-weight: normal;

These CSS vules will make sure
that our menu displays links
depending on the page that is

. . . ve.
.menu li .submenu li.current-menu-item { LWTCWH78L£'C

display: block;

font-weight: normal;

p—
—
D il
—
style.css
Products
Standard Bits This is what our menu

should look like in the
sidebar of our pages.

Contact < 1
About Us

= People

s Custom Bits
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let’s try that again

—Tast DRIve

[ Xal:)
ol | B e Y g ) armait com)

Acme Bit Blog | Just asother WordPress site

e Ma.- e j
0y it A . [ S : Dbl e

Acme Bit is a leading manufacturer of binary information units for the
computing and telecommunications industries

Our Bits are Better

Preduits

» Stisdinl Bits
& (usiem Hits
Cominet

Akt [T5

= gl

The Acne B Cosspany bas
beres huildimg qqualay beta fue
the cnmputing indesry singe
2. We are a family
moimpany Ehat works and X
sirppats ainr keal

ity danating

iis & year b kel

aritied. Blave

At Acme, all we know are bits. We've been going to great leg

in the it industry to our team and that shows in our pro
of wiir 16, 52 and G4-bit models

>( ®  lamdimade b Chicags, [

# PFainsmkingly It e s try- beaiding stamdards

Wait, the home page still
shows the blog—shouldn't
there be something else
there instead, like what was
on the old Acme site? & %

®  Avablsble i custom Lo sl S56-bi ki

The home page is still
displaying a veverse

Nice catch.
thronologjeal list of blog . The Acme site had a pretty basic “Home” page, and
posts. We need o move {.-'h.ls | when we moved the site over to WordPress, we didn’t
%o /blog and put the ongg\& actually create the /home page along with all the
Atd'"c \'l“’:‘ai.\’asc back at the other static pages we made. So we’ll need to do that,
index lo \on.

and figure out where the blog will fit into our new site
structure too...
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content management with wordpress

WordPress has different home page options

Sometimes you don’t want your site’s home page to be your blog. If you’re just writing
a blog this is fine, however, if the blog is just a small part of larger site (like our newly
migrated Acme Bit site)—you may want to choose a different page to be the home page.

ﬂ Readlng SEtn ngs The Hog doesn’t have o be
the home page. We ean assign
Front page displays any other “static” page as
o o @Your latest posts {:hz default for when a user
() A static page (select helow) visits the home page.
Front page: — Select — =
@ Serngs We can also make the blog
- Posts page: = — Select — ¥ show up at an alternate URL
Ceneral <] [location like /blog.
i 10 posts T
Writing
Reading é\ 10 items
Discussion N
- r
Media \
The static home pa &
Priva : Page options are
" located in the Rcading settion—an
Permalinks odd lotation if you ask us..

_ rpen your pencil
LY Use this menu and the static page options to make the blog

appear at /blog and the original Acme home page (now powered
by WordPress) appear as the default page for the site. (Hint: you
probably have to create a few new static pages to make this work.)

you are here » 123
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sharpen solution

_ rpen your pencil
Use this menu and the static page options to make the blog appear at

solutlﬂn /blog and the original Acme home page (now powered by WordPress)
appear as the default page for the site. (Hint: you probably have to
create a few new static pages to make this work.)

Ol e Aanhaor
O Absur U satma ddm
] Index
{3 Confact —
] Acme Elog
Standard Hire e B0
O Tinie Authar

Before we tan thange the Atme home page from the
blog to another page, we need +o add Bcw pages to
use for /| blog and /home.. Go ahead and add two new
top level pages: [ndex and Atme Blog. (“Index” is a
term often used 1o vefer 1o Lhe default home page
for a website—the one you see when Yyou type in the
URL—so we'll stiek ) ﬂ\a{: ‘Ecrmino'og\/ here +00.)

After you have added the new pages,
Jump over +o the Reading menu and
thange the Reading Sc{:{:’mgs 4o look
like £he streenshot below.

E Reading Settings

Front page displays D Your latest posts With these settings,
home Page will be
@A static page (selact halow) \{/:‘;\:rnc?wm“lv‘\’dgﬁn page we

eveated and the Blog
will appear at /blog.

e

Front page: Index

L1

POSTS page: Acme Blog

—
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content management with wordpress

No wmore blog... No more howme page either?

Like most sites on the Internet, the home page is usually somewhat unique. Maybe it has a
rotating image at the top or a slightly different layout then the other pages. This helps anyone
visiting your site identify whether they are on the main page or a sub-page of the site; it also
helps set the brand and tone of your site. To accommodate this, we need to add a new template
file to our theme to hold the special markup and layout for our new Acme home page.

AR Foaduts | Ao B Bl

PP e masen:

e Kq-

eoympating and telecommunications industries

Praducts

Acme Bit is a leading manufacturer of binary information units for the

The Aarew Bt Cismmpeay s
trm bk sk beis
Vo e oy ey e
v W e ey

S Y .

sl o] bits o v b bl
[P -
e T |
e W e it Bt by e
wre L oy wamer s gk
gty bt

The original home page alrcady had its
own special style—all we need to do is
get this and the assotiated content
into the new home page template file
we just added.

(
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Betause the new page we
added for the Acme home
a0e is blank, we Can’{: see

anything theve yet.

=
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home page HTML

Add HTML to your new howme page
template file T |
Reapy Bake

Add this 4o your file (homepage.php), which you should have saved in
\( the voot of \{/ow Lemplate diveetory with the vest of your themes.

<?php

/* Template Name: Homepage X/ This comment is important because it tells

2> WordPress 1o use this file as a template that is
<?php get_header(); 2> available for us to use for our Pages and posts.

<div id="content” class="wrap”>
<ul id="products”>

<1li><p class="bit-16">16</p></1li> —

<1li class="center”><p class="bit-32">32</p></1li> .
<1li><p class="bit-64">64</p></1i> R
</ul> homepage.php

<ul id="descriptions”>

<li><p><strong>16 Bits</strong> Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et

dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris.</p></1i>

<1li class="center”><p><strong>32 Bits</strong> Lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et
dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris.</p></1i>

<li><p><strong>64 Bits</strong> Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et
dolorg magna al}qua. Ut enim ad mlITEn”HatE
laboris.</p></1i>
</ul> .
</div> Homepage =

<?php get footer(); ?>

Some themes have custom templates you can
use for certain pages that might have
This ode is very similar £o the additional features or custom layouts. If so,

markuP that we ‘Found in the au’ll see them abowve
statie ACMC site. ¥ .

Make sure “homepage” is selected as the template for the
new [ndex page.
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content management with wordpress

Then add the Acwe site style rules to

your CSS file

Add these vules o the bottom of your style.ess file. They
ave all lines £rom the original Atme site ess file. Most of

them still work as {hc\/ did on the old site.

#products 1i {
background: feee;
float: left;
width: 250px;
height: 250px;

list-style-type: none;

}

fdescriptions 11 {
float: left;

width: 250px;

font-size: lem;
line-height: 1.6em;
margin-top: 20px;
list-style-type: none;

}

#products 1i p.bit-16 {
background: #e8bada;
font-weight: bold;
font-size: 2.5em;

padding: 20px;

border-bottom:
#££L;

5px solid #d7ac44;

color:

#products 1li p.bit-32 {
font-weight: bold;
font-size:

background: #e87826;

Sem;

padding: 20px;
border-bottom:
#££E;

S5px solid #d66e22;
color:

}

#products 1li p.bit-64 {
font-weight: bold;
font-size: 10em;

background: #ff3bl6;

padding: 20px;
border-bottom:

#£££}

S5px solid #ed3314;

color:

#products li.center, #descriptions
li.center {

margin: 0 20px 0 20px;

#descriptions li.center {

margin: 20px 20px 0 20px;

} —_—

———
—
—
—

style.css
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a complete site

Wt le s 193 o armnais o g - -

- I Tl - R L]

Acme Bit is a leading manufacturer of binary information units for the
computing and telecommunications industries

Pavatuta
Our Bits are Better pini i
e | FAIE e = Chisom Bty

_ m o Now our blog posts show

wp at / blog and £he main
Aeme home page is showing
up at the voot URL for
of the site.

e lrmes 18 ooy s
T b fing sty brits o
U o irliing anditry rigvst
iy Wi miw s Camiy
ey ke ks asd
oy ata e basl

A Acane, all wo e gfe Bita, Wie've Bost griog (o great lengtia to bairg the ot @l ““-'JH‘“-“I

im e bt e vy Lo oo (e sl al shemes in o prodoc. Cheed oat e nesw st i Rty )

il el charitied Hine
of ewr 16, 12wl fegebir meadels: # loak a2 oo prodhects ssd

2 MBI g ~
ol .l e Ja |8 o raswaiee soms

O Mt e S e [ e T

Acme Bit is a leading manufacturer of hinary information units for the
computing and teleeommunications industrics

32 10O/

Great job. Any chance
you want a job on our
new web team? We're

o]
Emet, corsecietur pdipimang ehi Bt Comerle by pEpEEEng e et colseeiein pEpeanng e

16 Fils Laverms ipmasn ooy win 32 Bibs Lo ipmum vl sil

sesl il efsrunsd temgun incididom  seddo einsmud teosgpu incididog  sed do elusmd temgur incididon )
ut laborn ot dulorr reggne i, ol labete of dolore pragna cfiqus. ot labea 6l dolure pugne dia,
Ut it il i vesinim, qitks UL e v vk, s 101 it il s s, i 0

ot excroitabion aliamen o exereitabion ullames nomtrud exsrettation ollamen
lplwria lakawrin

labewris

And Jay tan update any
of the pages on the site
")us{ as easily as we tan
eveate or edit a new blog
post too...

128 Chapter 3

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



your belt and now you’ve
added managing non-blog
content for a website. Next up,

letting multiple users post to your blog,

and adding categories and tags.

content management wordpress

§ Your WordPress Toolbox

You’ve got Chapter 3 under

QBUI.I.ET POINTS

= Although WordPress is billed as a blogging
platform, it's perfectly at home in the world of
content management systems and can be used
to manage all aspects of a website.

= WordPress allows you to add pages which are
just like posts but outside the blog.

m  Use Pretty Permalinks to change the end of your
URLs from /?page=12 to something more user-
friendly like /contact.

®  The visual editor can be used to style text in post
and pages and can even expand to give you
more word processor-like functionality.

Pages can have parents and children which
allow you to display the pages on the site in a
tree-like hierarchy.

WordPress 3.0 introduces the concept of menus
which will help you build navigation based on
pages and posts on your site.

If you manage a blog and static pages together,
you can use the “different first page” feature in
WordPress to make your blog appear at a URL
other than the home page.

129
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4 users, categories, and tags

*
+ Keeping things organized *

You want that published when?
Let me check our calendar for
next spring...

It’s time to invite some friends to the party.

Blogging (or managing a WordPress site) doesn’t have to be a solitary venture. Loads
of well-know blogs out there feature multiple user roles, from writers to editors and
administrators. In this chapter, you'll learn how to get multiple people posting on the
same blog, manage the workflow across all those people, and put categories and tags

to work in organizing your site’s content.

this is a new chapter 131
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time to start herding

You're the new editor of Thanks for Mutton

Thanks for Mutton is an online magazine—OK, a blog—that publishes about food

and cooking from a uniquely geeky point of view. You’ve been brought in to bring some
organization not only to the site (which runs on WordPress) but also to your group of staff
writers and contributors. Let’s take a look and see what you’ve got to work with.

This is the main home page of Thanks for Mutton—notice how
the 2 vecent posts went live within a few minutes of each other...

L. Xaksl Trsmkp 50 BT | A Faod BHeg ASSUR Moy

| [ o [l | [t pm s o, o =
.

|

Thanks for Mutton f
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

I

What's a Mutton? Searmh I
|

M v shieng, 118 icher and ooy avertial than 9's vourger courserpart lasih Piacent Fanis I
< h e I {1 an o & dlar Misd I
Fars [ P " 1 :
Hplurd Corrmen's :

I

The Other Pizza: Deep Dish in Chicago e :
:

-

Categoaes

You may have noticed these eategories on yowr WordPress blog
a|\rcad\/- We'll eover them in dcy{')\ in this Lha\vkcv, but for now
notice that theve doesn't seem £o be any tategory other +han
‘untategorized. Doesn't seem too hcl\hcul, does it?
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users, categories, and tags

] usérname Mame E- mail Role
= E o ACET R AR O RO, OO Ak |'n||.||f|
Every staff writer is using the same login to add posts {;? the /
blog in WordPress. On top of that, it’s the administrator's
log'm, whith means writers tould have ateess 4o lots of sensitive
P stuff! This ean't be good..
e —
Thoesha b b, '
i Our readers just
S ——— care about the writing.
aias We don't have time for
| categorizing stuff...
T E ; - We all use the same
== B login because it's easy—
R = 1 you never forget the
P —— password!
Q
O 0
o
The TFM staff. @
Theve is veally no way to tell who wrote ,
what. Some authors added theiv names to the n .
bottom of the post—others did nothing at all o :
and most of the yos{s \')us{: say ‘admin.’

a @?RA\N

Now that you’ve seen what you’re dealing with
here, take a few minutes to think about how you can

get both your writers and the site’s content better
organized.
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the user pyramid

WordPress user roles

A “user” in WordPress is any person that has access to your site
with a username and password. WordPress allows you to add
multiple users and give each of those users a role within the
system. For example, we could have a main administrator that
controls all aspects of the site and an editor that can only review
and publish content but has no access to core WordPress settings.
In general, user roles adhere to a heirarchical structure:

ou veally only need one or two
\a/dmin ac\{:oun\{/:s- Pick one person w;\
will be vesponsible for managing the
ins and outs of the site. Knowlcdgc
of WordPress is a plus.

Editors have the ability to write,
publish and edit an\/{:hihg on the

site. They are %he admin user of the
publishing side of WordPress. You only
need a E)cw of these folks.

L

Admin

22

Authors tan write, edit, and

publish their own work, but can't Editors
edit other posts (like an editor
ean). This vole is perfect for I I l . l
trusted staff writevs. S:;:i:b;iogj E:: r?/ilw——
Authors {hc\/ don't have acteess to
I publish anything to the site.
Contributors

_ @yvn&n
‘PQOQWEWR
What are some reasons why there might be a

much larger number of Contributors vs. Editors or
Administrators?
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users, categories, and tags

The anatomy of a WordPress user

You are in control of adding users to your system, but WordPress is also set up to support visitors
creating their own accounts too (so they can leave comments, for example). In this chapter, we
focus on user accounts that you set up for people to write for your blog. Let’s take a look at the
options you have for users in your WordPress dashboard.

[n your dashboard, eath user has a set of attributes that make up his or hcf
“profile” in WordPress. This includes their name, email, and image display sc{:{:n.ngs'.
We tan use these attributes throughout our site to add information o our site’s
posts and pages, and to tontrol which usevs have atcess 1o specikie features.

. Usernamae Mame E- mall Rale

!- Authors & l;
Add Mew

admin sdmingmhaniyfoarmuroen. com Adminisprator

The main user page displays a list of the
current users on Your site and their voles.
You tan add, delete, and modi-c\/ users
diveetly Lrom this view.

. Add New User users to Your blog

| "!"u th ars IEE Usnra can (RQUIRC Themisliey, o you cin masuuly crame Uiers hare ‘F\’om 'Ehc dAShboard.
Heve you enter the
basits and once ‘[:hc\/
have a username and
password, they can
come back and fill

Your Profile

I Userndme irrguoredl

Add New

E=mail iteguired

Your Profil s ume

Last Nams

" in d.c{:anls when Jchcy
log in.

Pasavword Sutre requarend

Sireeqrh inaicaiar

CHiF MeITérs, mumdwra and iymboli e ¥ o B!

Let’s see how the dashhoard profile
looks from a user’s perspective...
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user POV

A sample user profile

As a user, the PV'O‘CilC settion is wheve You tan add information
/ about \/owsclqc and change settings for Your actount.

o £
Authors & Users %, Prafile
Add Mew Fersonal Options
Winual Fditer [ Disable ihe wisuil edibor when wriling

- Your Profile

I Admin Color Scheme P ..
0 1™

e Gra
You tan tontrol how your .. T

name shows u? Pubhdl on ‘{')\C Keybaard Shartcuts ] Enalsle kepboard sharicuts ber comeanl mederstien, Mg inloretion

site (which ¢an be ditferent

Name
£han within your WordPress
?YO‘FilC)~ Usernama admin Lsernames canmol be changed.
Firat Mams
Laxt Marma
Meckname (requived) admin
YOIA haVC b kCCP an aC'EiVC Display name publicly as admin [
email addvess listed heve so
WordPress ean stay in touth Contact Info
WI‘H’\ \/W T"\C 6Y8V3‘E8V' -l roqsired aciman Ehank Lo rmus e com

feature also uses this

addvess to find Your picture m’“'
(move about this later).

Jasber | Coogle Talk
Please, please, please use seture P
passwords. WordPress is a -
safe place when everybody
avoids theiv pet’s name as 3
?Eisswovd- Try ‘(:o make @ or
move thavatters using letters,

Neare d e Deographical isfornaiion 6 W ot poor praflle. Thil fuy b shont publ

B Paiimodd

¥ pou mould She IF (AR Mar Dideird e & B ine OV e
numbers, and symbols and avoid > Type vt new g sgan
tommon words i possible. SO G | 0o, Th fmtiwted shshl b Yol v i
A
L updaix pouive |

¢ You don't believe us, check this o " WordPress has a hcl\?«cul “Password Strength

http://envikipe dia.ora/wiki/Password Indicator” that will let you know how secure

eracking#Brute focte abtack. - Your password is—shoot Yor a green bar, which
- indieates a strong, seeuve password.
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users, categories, and tags

+ *

=

> +*
*wﬂﬂ DAQAES WH AT

Match each user role to the permissions it has within WordPress.

.'. Administrator

& Editor

& Author

& Contributor

& Subseriber

I can write and edit my own posts but
I can’t publish—all my posts must be
submitted for review.

I can write and publish my own posts
but I can’t modify or publish any
other user’s posts.

I can write and publish my own posts
but I also have full access to other
users’ posts. I can do almost anything
in the dashboard related to publishing

I am usually an optional role and have
no access to any dashboard features
outside of the profile view.

I can do everything inside of
WordPress including assigning roles
to other users and changing site-wide
settings.

you are here »
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who does what solution

* @ +

‘Wwie DAEE wHAT?
saLuT\aN

Match each user role to the permissions it has within WordPress..

o o I can write and edit my own posts but
n ator .
& Aduminstr I can’t publish—all my posts must be

submitted for review.

1 Editor I can write and publish my own posts
i but I can’t modify or publish any

other users’ posts.

I can write and publish my own posts
1 Auther but I also have full access to other

user’s posts. I can do almost anything
in the dashboard related to publishing,

& Contributor I am usually an optional role and have

no access to any dashboard features
outside of the profile view.

& Subscriber I can do everything inside of
WordPress including assigning roles

to other users and changing site-wide
settings.
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Match users to their appropriate roles

If you set up your blog to have 5 administrators and 20 people that all have
access to publish content to the live site whenever they want, you’re going
to have problems. It may seem a bit foreign at first, but for each user, spend
a bit of time thinking about what they are doing on the site, and how much
responsibility they should be given. Beyond that, here’s a good rule of
thumb based on the user hierarchy pyramid: The higher the role in the
system, the fewer users should be assigned to that role.

You

i 4

You control the site

arpen your pencil

users, and tags

Who gets the nice
wine glass at your
party, and who gets
the plastic eup?

/

\

Ryan Allie

i 3 5 4

Writes seasonally Staff writer

Write down each staff member’s role next to their name and then
create a user account for them with the appropriate role.

Dedicated food reviewer

Jeff

i 1

5

Staff writer

Dwight Jerry

3 4 3 3

Junior veggie writer Freelance writer

George

3 1

Culinary Editor
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sharpen solution

g dhar r pencil
Q&‘T’" yws«hr:g;n

Write down each staff member’s role next to their name and then
create a user account for them with the appropriate role.

Here you £ill out all 4he vequired fields for a
new user. You €an have the users £ill in the

vest later.

You ave alveady the
administrator—we tan leave
that alone.

You control the site

Ryan

i 3

Writes seasonally

Administrator Contributor

: Pasawond o
-
=, Add New User
Usirs cammst currently pgisber | g4, bt you £an manually cresse shars Bers
Svure
Upprmame (e ali
Sand Paiiword? o sand 1t " -
E =~ ol sllipgutee hreslligent il cam
Hole e
Firad Barme Allie

Make sure You are using strong
passwords! Safety fivst

Both these writers tan publish themselves
because they work for the site.

i i

Stafl’ writer

Author

Dedicated food reviewer

Author

All the contributors write part Lime for
the blog and we don't want 1o let our
junior writer publish quite yet.

Michael

i 4

Stafl’ writer

Author

Dwight

i 3

Junior veggie writer

Contributor

Our tulinary editor needs 4o be
able to vead all the posts and
cheek for techniesl ervrors.

Jerry George

§ 3 i 3

Freelance writer Culinary editor

Contributor Editor
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users, categories, and tags

Hmm. The roles seem to
work but posts are still being

published one after the next—
sometimes within minutes
of one another. Can we do
something about that?

Avoid chaos with an editorial workflow

Now that we have a group of users with specific roles for Thanks for
Mutton, we can take a quick look at what the editorial workflow might
look like. The term “workflow” simply refers to how pages and posts
move betwen content producers and editors when some form of review
and approval is required— potentially multiple times—before somthing
1s published. The site has two main content producers: authors, who are
staft’ writers with publishing rights, and contributors, who are contract or
seasonal writers that submit stories for publication.

The authov vole is yev(:ct{.: for ¢
trusted writers on Yyour site .and or
authors that might have {:hgr own
settion or “column on the site.

e 4

Authors ean ?ubhsh their own ?os{:s but
tan't edit or publish anyone else’s post.

Authors =

ey b S

Contributor voles work well ——
for friends or other bloggers
1o guest post on your site. All
theiv posts have to 9o through
the editor before they go live

Contributors submit posts to the editor

on the site. ‘Cor veview and Po{cn{jal ?ublidaﬁon-

The editor publishes
contributor’s Pos{‘,s;

and veviews the
author’s yos{:s after

they've gone live too.
Contributors Editor

The editor veviews tontributors posts
and may vequest changes before
publishing theiv posts.
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you’ve got veto power

Review pending posts from the admin dashboard

Once a post is submitted for review, the editors and administrators need to be able to read it,
make changes, and then post it to the site.

o Submit for Review.
Contributors submit articles for review by editors. These posts will show “pending”
until they’ve been approved.

Publish

[] This is a post - Pending

Frisview

Status: Pending Review

visihiling Puhblic
Contributors don't even have a

Move to Trash
?ublish bu{{:on——\?os{',s tan onl\/

wbmi{:{:cd for veview.

e As an editor (or and administrator) you can publish pending posts.
When an editor sees pending posts, they have the options to read and edit the
content before it goes live on the site.

Publish

[] This is a post - Pending

Save as Pending Preview

Edit | Quick Edit | Trash | Preview

Starus: Pending Review Cdic

Visibility: Pubble Edit
" Puldish immediately Bl
For admins, when 'l:hc\/ hover

over ‘H’IC FChdihS Fos{‘, ‘Ehc\/ Wl” Mewe b Trash m
get options for editing and

reviewing the tontent.
Adwmins and editors will see a “Publish”

button when viewing pending ?os{;s.
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Q: What is the maximum number of
users | can have on my site?

A: There is no hard limit on how many
users can have accounts on your blog.
Odds are you'll never even come close
to reaching a number of users that would
cause any problems with WordPress.

therejare no
Dumb Questions

Q- Can you create your own user
roles with special permissions in
WordPress?

A: At this time, no. WordPress ships
with the six main roles and doesn’t give
you much else to work with. There are
some workarounds if you're comfortable
writing PHP and plug-ins—but most people
find the current roles to be adequate. For

users, categories, and tags

more information on the WordPress role
system, check out http.//codex.wordpress.
org/Roles_and_Capabilities.

Q,: Can you have more than one
administrator per WordPress install?

A: Yes, WordPress allows you to add
other administrators to the system. We
recommend you keep these roles to one or
two trusted people in your organization.

Things are starting o look more organized...

Tt

Each author now has a proper

(and eovvectly named) byline.

What's a Mutton?

——

A H - o O i T

Thanks for Muttan

e
T

Betause only a Few people control what

gc{‘,s ?ublishcd +o the home page, our ?os{:s

are 9oing out on a move vegular sLhcdfalc,
and the site alveady looks movre o\rgamzzd
and Yro‘ccssional.

you are here » 143

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>


http://codex.wordpress

corralling content with categories

Whew, at least you got all
those writers sorted out.
But didn't you say something
earlier about adding
“categories” t00?

Cateqgories are big buckets for your content

Categories aren’t always required for blogs, but most of the time it
helps to have some organizational structure to your posts. Think of
categories as broad “buckets” that describe or Aold your content in
WordPress. Once a post 1s assigned to a category, it can be displayed in
WordPress alongside other posts within the same category. They also
give visitors a snapshot of what type of content they can expect on your
site and help them find other posts they might be interested in.

Each category tan contain as
many posts as you like.

e
Restaurant Reviews m

Don't use \')av'gon or Low(:using ,
words when treating categories.
Know Your audiente and Yick

appropriate terms. ’

e
Molecular

[t's a Sood idea to maka\/ \/ Gastronomy V\
ca{cgorics broad so \/ou do,\’£ Cince WC'Y‘C ‘{',3“("\5 JCO (:ood ncrdf heve,
end up with hundreds of them. this ca{:cgor\/ is ac{,uall\/ 8?\"'0\’?'3)0&

This will make Your Job as an
editor easier and Your users will

dC‘Fini{:cl\/ SFFYCL'IQ‘{:C it With Your Lon{:cv\{: organiud b

category, users will be able to Kind

posts easier and naVPa’cc the site
based on their spetitic intevests.

ReciU
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users, categories, and tags

Categories help organize your content

When creating categories, think about the big concepts behind particular posts—and
even behind the site as a whole. Categories should be very well thought out—almost
sacred—so don’t just add them on a whim. If you find yourself adding lots of different
categories, you're probably not being broad enough. Categories represent the main
areas of content of your site, so treat them accordingly.

drres Upl=—; Prz

Saarch Cangenen
Bk Arices £l | A
Desetiption Sy Pastn
Usaregoriied niabegeniind
D srriptien ey Poany

s B EAIEGary dods MaT SeleiT he pos B iRAT GAfrgorr. Inareid. PRkl Bu were Bnk
i delennd CRERRIVY IOF SET IE LN CEPPEYY LimLateganiend

S anectively coneeried 2 Ragl siing the CRPOOOC IR TR DETARITE

Cu\r\rcnfl\/ on Thanks for Mutton, theve
is only one ca{:cgor\/——unta{:egoriud.
“Uncategorized” doesn't veally tell

us an\/ﬂ\ing about the ?os{:S-—wc tan
dc(:ini{:cl\/ do better.
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consider your content

Content is key when creating category structures

As the editor of Thanks for Mutton, you’ll want to take some time and think about
what you want the site to be about, and what’s the best way to organize it before you
start adding categories. This way, you can set up a category structure that fits your
content well so you’re not always scrambling to figure out what bucket a post belongs
in, and you (or your authors) are not always creating new categories every time a new
post goes up on the site.

Look at the tontent You have
n and think about the tontent you
= é/ want £o treate. What are the big

buckets that hold your ?osﬁs?

.—.
Add a New Category

Mame
HZ'S OK i‘(: \/ou only have 3 or 4“ The name s how It appears on your site.
tategories—that’s actually a good
‘H\ing,’ You tan add more detailed
context later with tags. Slug

The “slug” is the URL-friendly version of the name. It is
uswally all lowercase and contains only letters, numbers, and

When you add eategories from the post hynhens.
menu You tan provide move detail and
context. Use the slug feature to eveate

URL—friendly versions of complicated Parent
tategory names (sort of like pretty Mone s
?cvmalinks ‘("OV' the last d‘a?‘{:‘r"')' Categories, unlike tags, can have a hierarchy. You might have

a fazz category, and under that have children categories for
Bebop and Big Band. Totally optional.

I£ yYou provide a deseviption for a
Ca‘[‘,cgor\/, You €an use that text in your
theme to provide additional in‘(:orma{:ion
4o visitors.

Description
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Category Magnets

Use the magnets below to build a category structure for Thanks for
Mutton. You don’t have to use all the magnets, and remember to
think about big, broad bucket for your content.

users, categories, and tags

Sauce
Pasta I Techniques '

I Molecular Gastronomy '

Fruit and ve ggies

Add the magne{:s You +hink will work best for the

site. Use both windows if You vun out ot spate. \/

l Organic '
I Gadgets '

’ Meat '

Biochemj
Pork stry
Restaurant Reviews Tenderloin

Categories Categories
All Categories  Most Used All Categories  Most Used
] Uncategorized i Uncategorized

I Restaurant Reviews '

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>

you are here »

147



magnets solution

Category Magnets

/( e -;:datﬂ Use the magnets below to build a category structure for Thanks for
tﬂepﬂ % Mutton. You don’t have to use all the magnets, and remember to

,_______—-E think about big, broad bucket for your content.

Techniques

Gadgets

’ Meat l

Biochemj
Restaurant Reviews

Pasta Sauce

Molecular Gastronomy

Tenderloin

Eath of the categories below vepresents a nite big bucket for us
to put content into. The eategories below tould have hundveds
of diffevent artitles in them, but a user would know what to
expect if they see a post with these eategories.

Categories i Categories i
All Categories  Most Used All Categories  Most Used
™ Uncategorized ¥ Uncategorized

Restaurant Reviews . International .
Techniques }
Biochemistry
T ———

.
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users, categories, and tags

Leftover categories often make good tags

Don’t worry if you have categories left over—that’s a good thing! This usually
means that the remaining categories are too narrow and might be better used as
what are called “tags” within a post. Tags are specific terms that give more detail
about the content of the post—a post about sous vide cooking might be in the

“Techniques” category and have tags like “sous vide” and “meat.” A good rule of
thumb is that a post should have a single category and one or more tags. Use tags
to add detail once you’ve placed your post in a larger category bucket.

Did You know You tould eook
o ok meat
category Tags very slowly at a low 'Ecmpcra{;u:c

and higher pressure? [{'s 5 ﬁancy
‘l:cf,hhiquc that many chefs ave

, I sous vide ' s{ar-{;ins 1o use move often.
slo ;

e —
Restaurant I maranade '

Reviews

Tags are extra detail about the

SFcCiFic tontent of 3 post. .
e bhese o ely o e ot Posts should have a single category

Post is veally about, and +h
2o be vsed 4o highlght wh?ZhC::sfs and one or more tags.

are move popular on the site.

Go back into WordPress and add the category structure you built in the Magnets exercise. Then,
. add specific tags to the posts that have already been published—this will act as a starting point
ExewSe for new posts and authors. Remember: look closely at the articles when choosing categories
and tags and make them specific to your content.
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exercise solution

Go back into WordPress and add the category structure you built in the Magnets exercise. Then,
. add specific tags to the posts that have already been published—this will act as a starting point
|§e for new posts and authors. Remember: look closely at the articles when choosing categories
LutioN and tags and make them specific to your content.

E

\/ou tan add and modiA(:\l all Your ca’ccgorics

from the tategory page in the post menu. | oo Caagars
you have |on5 La{:cgov\/ names Yyou tan add a
shorter ‘slug word or phrase that will show up Revigws
in £he URL for that category: \
Add New Category
Bulk Actions = Apply Hame

Hostaurant Heviews

B MName Descriptin-r The marme is fow F appears on your site

et

[ Biochemistry

Slug
TEVIEWS
|_| Intern ﬂ[iﬂn al The \.".'.'r_,'" i5 the LRI -Ffrdendly version of the name. It {5
- wsually all lowercase and contains only letters, numbers,
and hyphens.
[ Gadgets gadgets 0
[] Technigues technigues 0

Restaurant Reviews restaurant- reviews

o Add categories from the post menu.

You can add categories from within a post or from the category page in the posts

menu. Either way, they end up in the same place.
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users, categories, and tags

e Assign categories and tags.

Both categories and tags can be added to a post
from the new or edit post screens. The sidebar Lategories
will show all the categories used on your site in All C ) Most Used
addition to a list of the most used tags. ategories ost Use
™ Restaurant Reviews
/} [ Biochemistry
Onte You’y-c cdi-ting a post, You tan selett O Gadgers.
the eategory you want it 4o show up in. O International
Remember to 'br\/ and pick one ca{:caory [ Technigues
‘H’\a‘t bCS{Z YCPV‘CSCP\'{:S \/OIAV' POS‘{',. D Unca[ggurized
Like ca{cgorics, yos{: {ags tan also be added to
your avticle from the edit page. Heve, {'X‘/ and + Add New Category
be a little more specific vegarding the tontent
0‘(: \/ow Pos‘f‘,-
Post Tags
Onte You PuHish Your Fos{;, the vdd new tar i Add
_Ca{'«tso\r\/ and £ags will show up
in the byline or footer of Your Separate tags with commas.
post. Visitors tan then elick on
the tags and tategories to see the chicago pizza deep dish
arthive and index—showing all posts ;
tontaining those £ags or eategories. Choose from the most used tags in Post Tags

Posted in Heviews | Tagged chicago, deep dish, pizza | 1 Comment | Edit
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categories vs tags

Fireside Chats

Categories:

I’d just like to start by saying that I'm the original
taxonomy. I was around before tags were even a
twinkle in WordPress’s eye. In fact, the original
tagging structure in WordPress was built on top of
the category system.

Oh, come on—broad topics are the only way to go.

A site visitor can take one quick look at a category
list and know exactly what kind of content is on a
site or page. Tags only give me information when I
click on a post and scroll all the way to the bottom.
Plus, everyone understands categories—you always
have to explain yourself to people.

Oh, here we go with the tag cloud argument. You
know, if I wanted to I could display myself as a
tag cloud. Plus, what year is it—2007? Tag clouds,
pssh...

Tonight’s talk: Categories and Tags sound off about who
offers the most information to site visitors.

Tags:

Just because you’ve been around longer doesn’t
mean you're better. You are too broad, you give
people no in-depth information about an article.
Big “buckets.” What’s that all about?

Obviously you've never heard of a tag cloud. You
can put it right on the home page and it gives you
WAY more information then a list of categories. It
shows what are the most popular topics on the site.
Popular stuff, that’s what people want. Plus, it’s not
enough to say this post is about design—you need
to tell them what kind of design.

Download from Wow! eBook
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Categories:

Well, if I'm used properly there shouldn’t be

that many of me. It’s kind of hard to make a tag
cloud out of 5 categories. Let’s just agree that we
do different things. You handle the details and I
take care of the big picture. You can’t have a blog
without categories! Can you?...

Agreed... A compromise then. I’ll take care of the

“big picture” and you can deal with all the little
details. I don’t want to do that stuff’ anyway. Oh,
you can also keep the tag cloud—I"m old-school like
that.

users, categories, and tags

Tags:

Well, why don’t you then? I'm sure your users would
appreciate it. And don’t think my only trick is the
tag cloud. I've seen users do pretty cool things with
bar graphs and all sorts of other cool visuals based
on tags.

Whoa. You sound a little nervous—Tlike you think
you may be obsolete. Personally, I think you are
useful when used correctly, but most people abuse
your power. Have you ever been to a site with
hundreds of categories? It’s overkill and it just
makes you look like you can’t focus.

All right, that sounds like a plan to me.
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talk about high maintenance

Writers want their pictures next to their posts

Now that we have some organization to Thanks for Mutton, the writers are starting
to ask for more features. They’d like to know if you can add their images to posts, and
to comments that they make on posts. They’ve noticed this on other sites and think it
would be a good idea to put faces to names on the blog.

Man, we just got our
names by our posts not
too long ago.

That shouldn't be too
hard—especially for our
rock star editor.

Look at that! All the
writers have an image
with their post...

. These writers can be a handful
somc{imcs—bu{: imagcs are a
good idea and this shouldn't be
too hard to get set up.

We have some spate on the vight—hand
side of the Fos{: settion that would be
great for an author picture.

What's a Mutton? &

Mutton is older sheep. It's richer and more flavorful than it's vounger counterpart lamb
but iz extremely tough if not cooked properly. Mutton is a popular ingredient in Middle

| Eastern and British food and often shows up in slow-cooked curries.
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users, categories, and tags

Wouldn't it be dreamy if there were

a simple way to add author and commenter
pictures next fo their posts. But I know it's
just a fantasy...

you are here » 155

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



picture this

Gravatar makes user pictures easy

Gravatar is a service by Automattic—the same
folks that maintain WordPress. It stores “avatar,”
or profile, images tied to an email address on its
servers so websites around the Internet can use
those images to display the avatar of users logged
in to their sites. The idea is that you can upload an
image once and use it across any site that supports

Gravatar.

Gravatar hosts millions of avatavs for users
atvoss the Internet. [t's a widely supported
sevvice used by many sotial media sites.

D Gravatar

Eir

PhimiE .\

=X T

ey e
Tlmi
(-, Umentnomr Dy

TFme Akrmiy vy

s gt et

[ Usernmame

] E admin

Depending on your WordPress settings and whether
or not You have an actount with Gravatar, You ma
see one of the follow'mg images. The “mystery man’
o ity v e image on the left is the dc&ul{: for WordPress.

this sideways “Q” in the
dashboard. This is the
default from érava{;ar—-i(—'
You “o?cn the image in 3 v:cw
window” \/ou,“ see that it's

not hosted on our server.
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users, categories, and tags

EE Jefl Elarto
R avan

That feature was somathing that | orginally considerad Dbuf | reaily wanted 1o

T— thi
b n marlus araujo
Wow! Greal plugin example.
I8 thare a way 10 filer custom tags?
T—

Gravatar images tan show up

all over a website, including

in the tomments area. On our
site, tommenters must enter an
email addvess and that is used
1o pull in their Gravatar image.

Sarah

Thank you 50 much for this !

I'var tryed
add_filter{'gel post_meta’, ‘vimeo code’y;

bt wilh N SUCCASS

Head on over to gravatar.com and sign up for an account (if you don’t already have one). Once
you're all set up, make sure that the email you used for Gravatar matches the email in your

L Ll
E:emSe WordPress profile.

P — e i

= IFyLF!

Signup to get your awn gravatar
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exercise solution

Head on over to gravatar.com and sign up for an account (if you don’t already have one). Once
you're all set up, make sure that the email you used for Gravatar matches the email in your

?“Q@e WordPress profile.
Lution

o Sign up with your email address. e Upload your image to Gravatar.
You have to use an active email address with Once the account is created you can upload
Gravatar. They will send you a verification to an image, resize it, and link it to your email
make sure you are who you say you are... address within Gravatar.

Select the file from your computer

Signup to get your own gravatar
e T T B WS | T £ Py T T RS e You £an upioad ARy Siza image e Pem your kaed g
“forw wil Sl 0 SSanen 16 S0 B mage 1 B feat i

A e e

e Choses Fia i ra Sl sthowdl

Mot Cancsl

Choose a file from Your hard dvive
to send to Gravatar- They will let
You adjust it in the browser so don't
spend too muth time cdi{:ing 'H\ings.

y

{ Don't use a phony email address—
Gravatar needs the one Yyou use on
your Lavorite sites.

e Use your Gravatar email in your WordPress profile.
In order for your avatar image to show up properly in WordPress you need
to use the same email address in your profile that you used to set up your
Gravatar account.

Contact Info Authors & Users

Adn Mew

E-mail (required) dreamy@headfirstlabs.com JOuE Houtite

Wehsire
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users, categories, and tags

Gravatar works with your email address

Gravatar works by linking your email address to an avatar image that’s stored on the Gravatar
servers. When an application or website that uses the Gravatar service wants to display your
picture, it sends an encrypted version of your email to Gravatar along with information like file
size and type. Gravatar then sends back a picture of your pretty face, auto-magically!

E-mail (required) dreamy@headfirstlabs.com

WordPress sends a vequest to
Gravatar to get the images of all
the ?os{: and tomment authors.

m!’éﬂ

R/

Gravatar send us back +he
image that eath user has
assotiated with his or hev
email addvess.

This is the entrypted version of
Here is what a request to Gravatar might look Iike:\/ your email addvess. Sa-(:c{:‘/ (:'nrs{:!

http://1.gravatar.com/avatar/h9802276d84112acceaf83c6ab10940f?s=32

Talki 7 We'd like our image to be
2hing o Gravatar 32x32 pixels.
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insta avatars

Gravatar supports WordPress comments out-of-the-box

Gravatar is baked right into WordPress (it helps that they’re run by the same company) and
only takes a few settings to get it up and running on your blog

1)

Check the Gravatar setting in the Discussion menu.

All your options for modifying Gravatar are located at the bottom of the
Discussion menu. You can choose to display avatars, what “rating” you’ll allow,
and how the default icon looks if a user doesn’t have Gravatar.

Avatars

AN avatar i1 a0 image that follows vou fram weblog to weblog appeanng beside your name when you commeént an
avatar enabled sites. HWere you cam enable the display of avatars for people who comment on your S1e,

Awatar Display (0} Dot shiw Avatars
& Show Avamans

CHPC — Passibily offendsve. usually for sudienced 1 and sbove
Oy & = incended for aduly ausiences above 17

) X = Fwen more maties (ham absve

Default Avatar Far uters withaasl & Cuktam avatdr of Eheir own, vou can either daplay & Qenenc logo
or a generated one based on thair -mail address

A
Leneral
N (o -

Maximum Rating 8 & — Rentahle for ol smdicnces /_

—_—

‘{ou tan Con{‘xol
how awro\?ria‘{zc
usevs avatars ave b‘/

setting a vating limit.

) Mysiery Man
il Setnngs
Blark

Writing
[} ﬁlll!lllllnn Parsge atwcd) .
Reading
0 "g Wanatar iCenesabed)
Discussion
O ('l Moneri (Cengrared) Media
Privacy
Fermalinks
R N
£ a user doesn't have a Gravatar actount, You ¢an thoose ol

what displays instead. We like to use the Gravatar logo

betause it makes people curious about the service.

(2]
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Save and Check —
Once you save your avatar settings, L Username

go back to the dashboard and see if
the new images are showing up.
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users, categories, and tags

Looks like these avatars
are only showing up in
comments. Didn't the
writers want them by

i ?
Extending Gravatar’s functionality heir posts
So it turns out that Gravatar was intended only to support showing images
next to comments. To get it working with our author’s posts, let’s investigate
what makes Gravatar work in our comment template and see if we can’t
use the same code to get avatars showing up in our main post bylines. Often
a little detective work like this will help you figure out how to extend certain
built-in functionality to other areas of your blog.

functions.php

<?php if ( '' == Scomment->comment type ) : 2>
<li <?php comment class(); ?> id="li-comment-<?php
comment ID(); ?>">

<div id="comment-<?php comment ID(); ?>">

<div class="comment-author vcard">

<?php echo get_avatar( $comment, 40 ); ?> This line o{: tode in the

functions.php file displays

functions.php

<?php endif; ?>

BRAMN
ARREL L

<?php echo get_avatar( $comment, 40 ); ?>

This is a PHP function that gets our Gravatar image
for WordPress. We can give it a size and it will display
an image next to the comment. Do you know which file
we should add this to in order to get images next to the
authors’ names on their post?

you are here »
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<?php printf( _ ( '<cite class="fn">%s</ our érava{;av imagc in
cite> <span class="says">says:</span>', 'twentyten' ), tomments on ?os‘{} We need
get comment author link() ); 2> 4o make this work in another
</div> template file so we ean
<?php if ( $comment->comment approved == '0' ) dis\vla\/ author ?hojws'
2> :
—
<em><?php e ( 'Your comment is awaiting =
moderation.', 'twentyten' ); ?></em> —
<br />
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brain barbell solution
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BRA\N \o™
gaveeL L SO

We need 4o topy the get_avatar() funetion into the single.
php file because it's the one that tontrols what shows up
in individual blog posts. That way our Gravatar images wil
i I h display next o the authors’ names on the posts and not \')us{:
single.p ’
their comments.

<div class="entry-meta”>

<span class="meta-prep meta-prep-author”><?php e( ‘Posted by

‘, ‘twentyten’ ); ?></span>

<span class="author vcard”><a class="url fn n” href="<?php
echo get author posts url( get the author meta( ‘ID’ ) ); 2>”
title="<?php printf( esc attr ( ‘View all posts by %s’, ‘twentyten’
), get _the author() ); ?>”><?php the author(); ?></a></span>

<span class="meta-sep”><?php e( ' on ', ‘twentyten’ ); 2> </
span>

<a href="<?php the permalink(); ?>” title="<?php the time();
?>"” rel="bookmark”><span class="entry-date”><?php echo get the
date () ; ?></span></a>

<?php edit post link(  ( ‘Edit’, ‘twentyten’ ), “<span
class=\"meta-sep\”>|</span>\n\t\t\t\t\t\t<span class=\"edit-1link\”>",
“</span>\n\t\t\t\t\t” ); 2>

</div><!-- .entry-meta -->
<div class="gravatar”>

<?php echo get avatar( get_the_author meta(‘user_email’), 40 ); ?>

</div> @_/

<div class="entry-content”>
<?php the content(); ?>

<?php wp_link pages( array( ‘before’ => ‘<div class="page-

Let’s insert that
tode vight after
the ¢losing <div>
Qor‘kn{ry mC£a{

/

link”>’ .  ( ‘Pages:’, ‘twentyten’ ) ‘after’ => ‘</div>" ) ); 2>
</div><!-- .entry-content --> —
—
e
—
“
We need to change the funttion a bit and give it the author’s email
address instead of the comment email addvess (whith won't work single.php

anyway). teve we'll use get_the_author meta(), whith is 3 WordPress
function for 5rabbin5 info about a post author.

<?php echo get_avatar( get_the_author_meta(“user_email), 40 ); ?>

Chapter 4
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users, categories, and tags

Cooll Gravatar is working. But, we need
to ay?l\/ some CSS 1o this so it shows up
at the vight—hand side of the post..

What's a Mutton? @

Postod on Ageil 27, 2010 by dwight S

Mutton is older sheep. It's richer and more flavorful than it's younger counterpart lamb

but is extremely tough if not cooked properly. Mutton is a popular ingredient in Middle
Eastern and British food and often shows up in slow-cooked curries.

As you’re already starting to figure out, anytime we make a

change to our template markup (HTML) we need to make Add this to the bottom of Your €SS file. Feel
an associated style (CSS) change. Let’s add some style rules Lree to cx?crimcn{: with other s{:\/lc vules to
to make the authors’ pictures fit a bit better. 3:{: the avatar looking how Yyou want.

/* =Gravatar %

.gravatar {

float: right;

.gravatar img {

border: 2px solid #e3e3e3;

style.css

you are here » 163
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an editor’s dream team

Thanks for Mutton

o

Pl Carw i

B

I think this is going
to take Thanks for
Mutton to the next
levell

This is awesomel!
Everyone will
recognize me now.
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A Your WordPress Toolbox
1.#" You’ve got Chapter 4 under
your belt and now you’ve
added user accounts, categories
and tags, and avatar images to your
tool box. Next up, adding video to your
blog.

users, and tags

%BULLET POINTS

m  Always create individual accounts for your users.
Having everyone log in with the same admin
account can cause problems and increases the
chance of content going AWOL.

Assign roles to users based on how much access
you want to give them in WordPress.

A good rule of thumb for permissions is to allow
fewer and fewer people access as you get higher
into the permission structure.

Categories help you organize content on your site
and act as big “buckets” that group similar posts
and pages together.

An post should have one category and one or
more tags.

Tags are similar to categories but they often focus
on more specific content within a post.

Gravatar is a simple service that allows you to
upload a single avatar image to one place and
then use it across all your social sites.

165
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5 video and plug-ins

Getting things moving

Just wait until you see this
absolutely droll cat video I
found online last night-...

e

Video can add a whole other dimension to your blog. For nearly
any kind of content, video makes your site more engaging, and gives you readers plenty
more to comment on and share with their friends. In this chapter, you'll learn how to host
your videos online and include them (along with other downloadable files) in your blog
posts. We'll introduce plug-ins, which do a lot of heavy lifting (and coding) for you, and

use categories to create a consistent, easy-to-find home for all the videos on your site.

this is a new chapter 167
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video killed the internet star

Adding video to Thanks for Mutton

Now that we’ve got the Thanks for Mutton blog under control and publishing on a schedule,
the staff has really started to get creative and wants to add other media to their articles like
videos and recipe downloads. Two of the writers have come to you with a cooking video
they’ve made along with some other content that they want to put in a post. But they

have no idea how to get it on the site. Do we upload it to the site? What about YouTube or
other video sharing sites? On top of that, how do we add more than one piece of media or
content to a single post? Let’s get to work!

All the major players ave
- f publishing cooking videos, we need

o s i =
e 1o get some of ours up so we

e p—
e e e e

: e O —— )
,':.;-:..1.;_-‘__—:_-__:_:-.—3 e B , . < 1 ‘ sf:n t start losing veaders to the
eats . , Em— Bow) i9 guys.

&5 oa -

| Ve n
et T Chat, Stmall Fumsen oam Wy P o

Or we could
use YouTube or
Vimeo, right? But how
do those videos show
up on our site?

Do we just upload
it like an image?

We alveady have a bunch of /\/
B Screanion. mos

unpublished videos that are just T
sitting on computers in the
TFM offices. We need to help
the writevs get these up on the
site. They also have some “show
notes” for the videos, whith
ave text files that include the
vetipe and other velevant geeky Thanks for Mutton
details for each video. prea— ool
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video and plug-ins

Host your videos outside WordPress

Video hosting sites like Vimeo or YouTube are a great place to host videos for your own site. You
can create a free account and start uploading instantly, and then “embed” those videos so they
show up in a video player on your blog (more on embedding in a minute). We’re going to use
Vimeo in all our examples here, but if you’re familiar with or prefer YouTube, everything is quite

similar across the two sites.

Vimeo accepts a wide variety of video

‘Forma'l:s, from Quitktime o Windows
i (E-— — - — — e— Media and MPE (another tommon
vimeo video format).

Thanks for Mution B

- Hos{‘,'mg our videos with Vimeo will

(]
s ]
leave us more spate on our own
{b WordPress sevver, and it makes it

s easier to shave our videos atvoss
Eres other sotial networking sites.

\/ou can “embed’ Your videos on Yyour blog
without having to u\’load an\/{‘)\ing +o
WordPress. All your video lives on Vimeo's
sevvers and tan be actessed from anywhere.

Thanks fer Mutins
o o

Vimeo server

Let’s take a closer look at how video
hosting works, and what embedding
your video Fea]ly means...

you are here » 169
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Vimeo hosting

Hosting with Vimeo

You're probably pretty familiar with the concept of hosting by now. With Vimeo, that means that we
upload a video file that we want people to be able to view, and that video file lives on a Vimeo server.
Vimeo then provides a URL (on its own site) where people can view, play, and even download the video
to their own computer. Hosting with Vimeo saves us space, and they take care of worrying about having
enough servers to allow tons of people to watch the videos at the same time.

An\/onc who knows Yyour

You upload your video file video's URL. (or searthes -

1o +he Vimeo sevver. Your \: ﬁ::“':ir"‘\““{:s it via their | )
WordPress web server isn't

——
—

= even involved in this/ \,’/—\ I
) ‘I ﬂ www.vimeo.com/ 1234567 E,'b
| r———

-q

/ﬁ-\@ | o

video file on Vimeo server

ms
Vimeo “embeds” Your VldCo H

into an HTML page and
sends that back to people’s —

browsevs.

your computer

v
i

your video on Vimeo!

So you keep talking about this
“embedding” business. What's

that really about, and couldn't
I just do that on my own blog
and skip this Vimeo stuff??

You’ve got a point.

Embedding a video means that it is playable from within a
web page, including all the controls to stop, play, pause, and
more. And yes, we can embed videos in our WordPress blog,
but we still want to host them on Vimeo for now because it
saves us space. Let’s take a look at how the embedding works
with Vimeo so we know what’s going on under the hood....

170 Chapter 5
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video and plug-ins

Embedded

Onte \/ou’ve uploaded your Vi de@ UP 016)56

video, if You move Your
mouse over the vight—hand

z:c ;:c«g:b::idnc En\{(oiﬂ at imhm vt vi.dan : ) Vimeo shows You tode that \You tan

) ¢opy and paste into a post on your
= i blog—it's essentially the same code
they use to embed your video on
their site.

brings up this sereen.

Proviiw pruracdedaes vises

You also get a preview of what it
will look like embedded in Yyour site,
with Vimeo's ylay/ pause, volume,
and ‘Fu”—-strccn c‘,onhrols, along

T e — with oy{:ions for ?cr;?lc to topy
Carm o e w75 (D the URL, and shave it with other
people or websites.
This part of the embed tode
sycciEics a 5ood size for ?u‘[:'l:ing And this allows ycoyle
in most b|05 Pos{‘,s or websites. o click a link on your

video and view it in
<object width="400" height="225"><param name="allowfullscreen" full streen mode. You

value="true" /> ¢tan disable this by
thanojing the value to
<param name="allowscriptaccess" value="always" /> “§akc"

Heve Vimeo is
declaring to your
browser that it is
sevving up a video

<param name="movie" value="http://vimeo.com/moogaloop.swf?clip
id=1234567&amp; server=vimeo.com&amp; show title=1&amp;show

byline=ls&amp; show portrait=0&amp;color=&amp; fullscreen=1" />

(o “movie') and is <embed src="http://vimeo.com/moogaloop.swf?clip

uﬂngfqash(a {oo|£ov 1d=9822229¢amp; server=vimeo.com&amp; show title=1&amp;show
c\rca{:ing animation on byline=lsamp;show portrait=0&amp;color=samp; fullscreen=1"
websites) to add the type="application/x-shockwave-flash" allowfullscreen="true"
?hy/yawm buttons allowscriptaccess="always" width="400" height="225"></embed>

and other tontrols. <Jobject>

<p><a href="http://vimeo.com/1234567">How to Sous Vide Meat</a>
from <a href="http://vimeo.com/TFM">Thanks For Mutton</a> on <a
href="http://vimeo.com">Vimeo</a>.</p>
Lastly, this puts a line under the embedded video
. ”n . .
that lists its title and your “byline,” which is your

name linked to Yyour main Vimeo page. ‘{ou tan
delete this if You don't want it to show up.
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step by step
Upload your video to Vimeo

Q Create an account and choose a file to upload.
When you click “Upload a video” you should see a pop-up dialog box
that allows you to choose a file on your computer’s hard drive.

P | A" Choosa a file o upload..
Upload a vldgo "n Prablami? Try e B .!-CI(-(‘"!\.' MIW DERFIE UBEdder

The rules to follow

f ER ;p:::rr:'rt:mw Ermate and fuve the mecessacy
A” this will be YCPL“Cd with a E3 0o Hot Uplosd Videos Intended for Commarcial use, me
FV‘OSY‘CSS baV‘ {.9 IC‘{‘, YOU know hOW BB Centern restrictions mer

'H'\C u?load is 5°i7\3~ ’{ Shouldn"l‘, Riil Bhe Tull |qinading Giadeine

take $oo long...

Lioarn how s make your videas look great on Yimes. Read our

Stiil have questions? Wath W lubirisl or ssk fo= ey
Ualng » mobile device? Learn meare aboul HE
Upleed videos via omad Check pul e Vimeo HD FAQ
winip ] S4B up. vimes, com far mars infa and srcoding

tips

e Don't forget your metadata.
Once you've selected the file to upload, give it a title, description, and
maybe even a tag or two if you're feeling really meta.

Finished uploading! Go to video
Title You mig}h{ want to skip this, but You
sl}ouldn t. A quick title and deseription
i will help other people find and wakeh

Your video—and that's the point, right?

%/

Tags

Comma soparsted
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video and plug-ins

9 Now we wait...
Vimeo has to process your video to get it ready to look awesome on the
Web—s0 you have to wait in line. There is a pay option to get bumped
to the front, or you can sit back, relax, and enjoy your totally free service.

/ It usua”\/ doesn't take this |on3.

Waiting in line J

This video will start converting in approximately 00:29:30. You can leave this page and we will email you
when this video is ready for watching.

Onte \/ou’ve waited Your £urn and
our video is veady 10 90, You an

Lnd it at the nice short Vimeo
URL. (whieh is Jusf vimeo.tom +

b the [D of Your video).

l"‘ R http: / /vimeo.com /11613457

Youl 3

You can upload and embed videos on YouTube
just like you can on Vimeo. If you already have

an account with YouTube and already host your
videos on their service, feel free to use them instead
of Vimeo. If you need help uploading video to
YouTube, check out: atip://www.google.com/support/
youtube/bin/answer. py’hi=en&answer=57924.

rpen your pencil
\i‘-. Upload the Thanks for Mutton video to Vimeo and then copy and
paste the HTML code from Vimeo to embed the video on the

site. You can download a sample video from the Head First site at

www.headfirstlabs.com/WordPress.

you are here » 173

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>


http://www.headfirstlabs.com/WordPress
http://www.google.com/support/

sharpen solution

_ rpen your pencil
d solu‘hun Upload the Thanks for Mutton video to Vimeo and then copy and

paste the HTML code from Vimeo to embed the video on the
site. You can download a sample video from the Head First site at
www.headfirstlabs.com/WordPress.

©® upload

Just like in the example, get that video uploaded with a title and a description.
Once Vimeo has processed it, we can embed it into our own site.

Title Again, don't forget a title and
Thanks for Mutton dcstriy{ion. This will make all our

lives easier in the end.
Description

Mo HTML please

Introduction to Thanks for Mutton

Don't forget to add a few tags

Tage (keywords) for the video. This
Camma separated. Limit to 32 characters cach, 20 tags max will hcl\’ O‘H\C:)ECOPlC on /imeo
and the vest of the Web find

Your video.

Don't be distouraged b\/ the wait. [t
usually goes much faster.

Waiting in line

This wideo will start converting in approximately 00:29:30. You can leave this page and we will email you
when Lhis videu is ready fur walching.
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video and plug-ins

Copy the embed code
When you mouse over a video the menu options appear. Select the
“embed” button to bring up the code dialog box.

As we saw earlier, the embed code is Just HTML that
places a video “objct{" in your blog. V/imeo uses Flash to
add the play/pause buttons and other controls. Let's get
this topied into our site.

Embed this video *

Copy the coda balos §nd psate i it your sebaits

YouTube has a similar interface for embedding videos,
with some di“cren{: tustomization o?{‘,ions like eolors
and preset sizes.

Proview your embedded video

ol Wi = BT Rasght= 385 e Ecm NETTrovie” vk
Mgy Y TN MR, TRy 0 paN e B oeted Sode stove. T Die cherges Beses) on s
)

) inciuss selaied vieon
| Show Border
o

O Enabis prescp-anhances mods 1] —
[ Paay i WO

.

Thanks for Mutton

Customize size, coler, and other optians

Control your player with Vimeo F‘Iln{;' ﬁn:;.

Paste into post

In the HTML view for a new post on Thanks for Mutton, paste the
Vimeo code into the post just after the top line of text. Save and refresh
the post—ryou should see your video!

Upload/imcert & D 5 @ HTML H',)S 'IMFOV"{:ah‘E ‘bo be in the
B Eok b-quots ded ina g W o B code | ment | lookup | closs tags HTML view when addm5
Waleama (o WordPress. This in vour fient post. Edil or delete i then war blogging! ‘{:his tode 'Eo YOW‘ Pos{. ,‘F

sobject widih="400" height="225"> cparam name="alowfullscreen” value="tree" /> <param \/ou do) I£ on 'H’IC Vmual SldC;
A=A CHE” VAl s " AWEVL [ < QMTIM LTS = TnoViE” |{; won {: WOY‘k Y‘Igh{‘,
walve="hilp. | vimea.com/ mosgalocs. iwi?

dlig_lid = L1ES 505 FRAMA, deiver =i, ombamp shiw_take = D8amp s hivw_Byling = Dhamd, thiew_portrast

= OSampocodor = GRADEF&amg; fullsoreens 1™ = cemied sroe="hom | fvimeo. com imoogaloop wwi?

elip_id= 1 &L 505 Phamp nerver =vimea, combamp i Bow_tile =O4amp, them_byling = damg vhow_portra

wllumpot olor = OADEF Samg, Fullidreens 1™ type = appliation| x - thodkwave -aah®

altpwiullsoneen="tree" alowECripracoess="ahways” width="40J"

haight="225"s « Jambads < fobpets 2ps <4 heef="hip: | vimeo.com [ 1 DES 595 7> Writing & Past in

Wordpress J</a> from <a hrel="hip.//vimee.com/jaiare™= jefl Sarta</a> @n <a

hrel="hinp: [ {vimeo com™= Vimeo < fae . < fpe

Ward couse 15 Last it By Saiemany oo Moy 10, 201022 450 pn
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now we’re moving

anmn

a | e s P e ana o
—

Tharka fo: Mation | Jaui awatte Wardheus weblog
= e fa-

Hallo world]

Ssaech

Thanks for Mutton

Thanks for Mutios from Jell Sarto o Yimes.

e

Now you should see your video in the

post. Click play, give it a try.

Q: Which is better, Vimeo or
YouTube?

A: That depends on who you ask.
Vimeo is a smaller site and emphasizes
higher-quality, non-commercial video.
YouTube has a larger user base and
much wider audience. Check out both
services and see which one works best
for you.

Q: What if | don’t want people
embedding my videos?

t]’lel‘e are no °
Dumb Questions

A: There are privacy settings that

control who can and can’t see your video.

If you want you can password-protect
videos so they can only be seen by a
select group. But allowing other people
to embed your video means more people
will see it, and in most cases that's a
good thing!

Q: Can | remove the Vimeo logo
from the player?

A: Not with the free version. Vimeo
needs to get a little recognition for

throwing in the servers and all that
storage we're using. To get logo-free
embeds, you'll have to purchase the
premium service.

Q,: Can’t | just upload videos to my
WordPress server like any other media,
and embed them from there?

A: Funny you should ask... We
actually do cover that in the next chapter,

so stay tuned for more information on that
in a few pages.
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video and plug-ins

Wouldn't it be dreamy if you could add
Vimeo videos without having to copy all that
code? But I know it's just a fantasy...
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a plug for plug-ins

Plug-ins make working with other web services easier

WordPress itself has a large, but ultimately limited set of features. It does all the basics and
way more, but it couldn’t possibly do everything everybody needed it to do. So, the WordPress
developers built a system where other people could write new features for the platform and
then include them in WordPress as “plug-ins.”

Eath plug—in is a set of files that - i
“talks” to WordPress and adds spetial This plugin cones with i

‘Fund{:ionali{‘/- * and helps us manage comment. spam-

Akismet Q
* L —_ LT — ] ﬂVP-Super Cache

b Wondcastr —r— e
PodPress R - This plug—in uses “caching”
PodPress helps s KK to help our blog vun
you £urn Your blo s A —— faster. We'll cover this a
! d . e et e bit later in the book...

into a PodLan,ing

F|a‘b(:orm. P e oomar i
. “-"""-"' e . Vimeo Short tode allows
A W You to add Vimeo video
ke to Yyour site without

having to eopy all the

J embed markup from the
. P e i = site. All You need is the
video |D.

BuddyPress )/

Budd\/P\rcss is a larae plua—i
9e plug—in that .
turns WordPress into 3 SOSU al media Google Analytics

site, a”owin5 users to shave media .
and intevact within WordPress. Vimeo Short code

There’s even a plug—in for easily integrating
6005]: Ana|\/+,iCS into Your b|og o You £an
learn move about the visitors that ave toming
to Your site.
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video and plug-ins

Find a plug-in for almost anything in the Plugin Directory

WordPress is “open source” software, meaning the code that runs the program is free for
anyone to use and look at. Projects like WordPress only succeed because of a large group of
contributors that donate their time to make the software better. Some of those contributors
extend the functionality of WordPress with plug-ins and then add them to the Plugin Directory
for others to download. Here you can search for plug-ins that will add extra functionality to
your blog and see ratings and reviews of those plug-ins from other WordPress users.

The Plugin Di\rcc{:o\ry looks a lot like
the Theme Dirct‘oor\/ and allows You
4o search for Plug—ins on the site.

P T ; /

Plugin Directory

Plugin Directory

Lhlameb

"('\ \/oulvc written a tool ?lug-—'m, you
should shave it £oo. You never know

who might benefit from your idea. Eath plug—in has its own Page where the

author ¢an provide instructions, sereenshots,

and other information that might be helpful.
‘/ou tan also see if the F|u5—'m is Lompa{:iblc

with your version of WordPress.
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plug-ins up close

Plug-ins Up Close

WordPress plug-ins live in your “wp-content”
‘ directory (the same place we keep our themes) in the
plug-ins folder. Downloaded plug-in files or directories
are accessed here by WordPress, and they come with
everything they need in here to run on your site.

\/[T the P|u5—-ins folder You should see 3 items: the
Akismet plug—in, the Hello Dolly plug—in and a file
wp-content called index.php. These ave the WordPress default
F|u5—ins.
All ?lug-—ins and
themes veside in the
wp—tontent Lolder.

plug-ins

The Hello Dolly plug—in is simple
enough to £it in one file—no divectory
vequived. This is also the plug—in )
“{:cmyla{:c" YYou tould Co\?\/ (or “tlone )
and use as the foundation to treate

Yyour own flug—ins. \>

. Akismet is our main sPam—smashing Plu -
Akismet in and needs a divectory to hold all 'H?c
files assotiated with it.

|
hello.php

The lone index.php file is just heve to display
a blank page if someone tries to enter the
plug—ins divectory from the browser, betause
all the files in wp—tontent can be actessed
from a web browser.

Don't be shy, theve’s Plenty of

voom for move Flug—ins in here/

Plug-ins are powerful tools, but don’t go crazy!

Try and limit the amount of plug-ins you use to only the essential features you need to
run your site. While powerful, plug-ins can cause incompatibility with different versions of
WordPress, and can also be a security risk if a plug-in is not used or developed properly.
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video and plug-ins

Browse and install plug-ins from within WordPress

Although you can download plug-in files from the WordPress website, upload them to your /wp-content/
plug-ins directory, and activate them from the admin panel, that’s a ton of steps to get a plug-in up and
running. An easier way is to use the “Add New” feature within the plug-in menu to browse the directory,
and then install and activate your plug-ins directly from WordPress.

Scah‘.hing for and adding Flug——ins
ﬁ- PlllEl[lE v from within WordPress is muth Laster

and easier than a manual upload.

Plugins /
Add New
fvest | mecemiv Undased
E'd |t|:| r r'l'r of WordPrets. You may artomatically indtall pluging from the WordSress Mugin Dirsciany of upiazd a plugin
Search

Search for pluging by keyword, author, or mag,

Toim | & Seacch Pluging

Popular tags
Fow may alvo browse hised on the most popwlar fags in ive Mugla Directony:

Admin wmmsaren ads sdieess aewen amiute AIAX  jsams aemer automalc bog  bookmak  buokmarks
buddypress puoon categories category ma wde comment COMMENTS content C35 wswom dashboard
satabsir ociocus Dleg casee emall embed oo Facébook feed seas flash fickr Formatting gﬂllﬁr‘f gnng[e
mmi iMage iMAQES imeanen javascript jguery pesses link |i0kS pst login media meny mew mes
navigation Mews PAQE pages photo photos e picwre picures PIUGIN pugine POSE POStS aneon
[85 search securty 580 smare shorcode SIH@DAr sigeshow social spam staristics stars tan tags
empiate text theme thumbead meeer DVIEET upiose wl user users video Wldget widgets wordpress wpmu
mhes youtuba

7

5

Find the WordPress Vimeo plug-in (Vimeo Short code) and install it on the Thanks for Mutton blog.
You can use the “Add New” plug-in feature to search the plug-in directory for Vimeo Short code.

AL WeadPu s Wi Praa s Plagms

w can rbemed Woin wihbrd o grryibsmg vou Con ey 1 ! Fowule o
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exercise solution

Find the WordPress Vimeo plug-in (Vimeo Short code) and install it on the Thanks for Mutton
blog. You can use the “Add New” plug-in feature to search the plug-in directory for Vimeo Short

?RC@Q code.
Lution

Q Search for Vimeo Short Code
Using the Add New menu, search the plug-in directory for “Vimeo short
code.” You should see the plug-in as the top result.

This plug—in will make it muth
|ﬂ"_‘ it Mg« T e M Bt ; ) )
el I ST T G = 4all  easier to add our Vimeo videos
TV Thasks for bluiton [y ¢y :;_ to fhe Hog.
: 5 Instndl Plugpins

eE Vimeo Shor Code 1.0 mﬁﬁ Allws The user 0 embed Vienen maie glips hy eptering a shameede (vimen]) inen
optsons are supported as short code attributes. By Matroschka.

Eetails | install Mo

Shorrcoder 1.3.1 ﬁﬁﬁﬂi’ﬁ' Bhorteider 4 plugin alloes 1o create 3 oudtom chiaoode and dbare HTML, Javagri
It 5 if that shortcode is used in the post, the code stored in it gats exetuted ther
This Is based an Wordperia™s inbuilt shoresde Tunciion. Erables o oreate cuidom
functim o g Opteons for seperate shorfoodes with the abality to add aftnbufes, ¥
Chakravarrhy

B TubePress 2000 ﬁﬁﬁﬁf‘g Diaplays guegeauns YouTube and Vireo gallerdes in yoar posts, pages, and far idel
http: / ftubepress.org For mone infol By Erc O Hough,

Deetails | ingtal Moy

Dtails | instal Moy

e Install

If the installation goes as planned, you should see a message telling
you it was a success and then options for activating or returning to the
installer to find new plug-ins.

% Installing Plugin: Vimeo Short Code 1.0

e
Downlaading Install package from http:/f/downloads. wardpress.arg/plugin/ luk-vinsa-shartcode.1.8.24p
Unpacking the package...

Installing the plugin...

Successfully Installed the plugin Vimes Short Code 1.0

Actions: Activate Plugin | Return o Flugin Installer
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video and plug-ins

Activate

Before we can start adding Vimeo videos using this plug-in we need to
“activate” the plug-in. This allows it to actually work with WordPress; a
plug-in can be installed but deactivated, in which case you can’t use it.

[ TaL, er— P T o e — s e : When the plug—in is active,
-] T T o T ey e——" r.En-. m |{; w|“ d|sY|a\/ W|+,“\ a Whi‘tc
W\ Thusks for Mutton P YT
v background and you should
i ekt i Pluging == see o\?{:ions ‘[:o dcaC‘[:iva‘(:c-
S o e [t's a good idea to
& e pofeistiiudlrs i deactivate plug—ins you are
= :_ £ P e no |on5c\r using.
' r— T w iy B - S, i sl . e i,
. T e e L T
] appm s e
D] i e e a5
iy [e——— P e P I 8 b sl el S T (P 5 P e
_____ N T I T I T
eom e
T} s S
W smam m T . g e Ty s b m— /
3 P T
AT L
Mot g o v Wdftun | Debaseiate Fadlad Bt o 5 it w80 B Dl Pl iy aplied
This plug—in allows us to
Use the features in posts and pages speeity the Vimeo video
Now that the plug-in is active we can use it to add Vimeo videos quickly [D and it £ills in all the
to our blog posts and pages. tode for us.
o= [[4= [l 2 pu=: o= L I
B ||| lislis|w {FEIE|S pgl |9 | B |

Welecome to WordPress. This is your first post. Edit or delete it, then start blogging!

[vimeo clip_id=11655057 widlh=640 heighl:h

We ¢tan even add height and width attributes 4o
make the video fit our own blog’s s\?ecific layout.
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keep it simple

Vimeo short code

Some plug-ins are very complex, and some are quite simple. The more complex plug-ins might

have menu options (as with many software programs), and some might just do one simple
thing and require very little interaction. The Vimeo plug-in has no menu items, and you can’t
configure (or change) what it does. The amount of functionality it offers doesn’t justify a menu.

All you need is the video ID and a height and width value, that’s it.

Often the simplest plug—ins offer
the most ﬂcxibili'[:\/ and ¢ontrol:

Vimeo Short Coide

Austhaa np
L
Alowa, the 1iser 0 amvbed Vissss miwe rhpa Iy esisring @ whortends |[vissa])
i T BOLE ATEL VUTen's oDTHes ame suD2omed 43 shov code smnbaetes Ve |1
1w W
Tiaogns queciing, B, simig. ohp, plagm, IRSrel, mows, imbed, niee Lo Kb 058 0|

Heve we have the ability to manipulate the
size of our video and plate it anywhere in
our post or yapc. That simple feature an

be very power ul.

d P | pr

B | I wx| iz iz | E =

=

[vimeo clip_id=11655y57 width=640 hei p,ht—-|]

Path: p

Word count: 149
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Welcome to Wordress. This is your first post. Edit or delete it, then start blogging!

Draft saved at 4:2 /205 pm. Las
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Q: Are plug-ins dangerous? I'm
basically installing someone else’s
code that | don’t know, right?

A: Yes, you are installing someone
else’s code—but most plug-ins are vetted
by the community and WordPress does
some screening of plug-in developers
before they allow them to post. Your best
bet is to read the user comments on the
plug-in and try them out before committing
to using them on a production site.

Q: Can | write my own plug-ins?

therejare no
Dumb Questions

A: Yes! Writing plug-ins is a great way
to become familiar with the inner workings
of WordPress. You can use the Hello Dolly
plug-in as a template to get started—it's
made to be “cloned.” Then you can poke
around and start figuring out how plug-ins
work from the inside out.

Q: Do plug-ins affect the
performance of my site?

AI Yes and no—it depends on the
function of the plug-in within WordPress.
Anytime you add functionality to
WordPress, it will need to use resources

video and plug-ins

to make that functionality possible. For
example, if a plug-in needs to talk to

the MySQL database, that request will
(slightly) decrease the performance. It
probably won't be noticeable, but all those
small performance hits will add up after a
while. A good rule of thumb is to always
test plug-ins before you use them on your
live site and only activate plug-ins you are
actually using. Check out Chapter 8 for

a ton more detail on how to improve the
performance of your WordPress site and
keep it running fast and smooth.

arpen your pencil

(' Tube

Create your first real video post using the Vimeo Short code plug-in.

£ you prefer to use YouTube or already
have videos on YouTube, searth +he plug—

in diveetory for a similar plug—in and
embed Yyour YouTube videos in +he post.

you are here »
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sharpen solution

o

__ r r GI|
wfn ywSaIm;n

Create a new post
Create a new post and give it a title (you could just rename the test post
if you wanted to as well).

Mutton Chops

Permalink: http://thanksformutton.com/2010/01/ mutton-chops

Add the Vimeo Short code
Now, in the body of the post add our short code along with a width of

640px. Add the height attribute and quotes but leave them blank. Our
plug-in will calculate the height automatically.

Create your first real video post using the Vimeo Short code plug-in.

Upload/insert =] (2 A &

B |7 || =iz« =

[VimEEI Ehp_ld=12ﬁ4ﬁ,n53 \‘F'idﬂl=uﬁ4ﬂ" hEight=""]

£ you leave out the height or the width attvibute
it will mess up the size of the embedded video. You

should either leave them both off (it will use the
default size) or use them both as we are.

186
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video and plug-ins

Thanks for Mutton

Onte You publish or preview the
Page, our short code will be
veplaced with the video wrapped in
a Vimeo Playe\r‘ =

Mustan Chops
FET.

Well, that seems easy enough,
but we still want to give people
the ability to download the recipe
and our "show notes” about the
video.

Lieave a Ploply
¥our email addieran vl not be prifabed Aeqered Brids we ucied *
Vi raay i S §TREL faga o mEFBLANE s rela"™ (UL]8a""s wlite 1Li1e
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supplementary stuff

Add additional content and files o your post

We want to provide the visitors that watch our videos a ZIP file they can download that has
additional notes on the video and the recipe associated with the video. Kind of like Thanks for
Mutton to go! A ZIP file has the extension “.zip”, and is what people call a compressed file. It’s
like taking a bunch of big plastic bags and stuffing them all into one smaller, more compact
bag. The resulting file is actually smaller than the sum total of each individual file. That means
it takes up less room on our server, and is quicker to download for our visitors. Most computers
come with software to help you zip and unzip these files.

We'll need to add the show notes for the

\( video. This ¢an \')us{: be text in our post.
—
—— -

t
i

We ¢an add our ZIP file 4o
the media library in WordPress
as a link that people can click
on to download it.

" Media Library  we We ¢an upload all kinds
Ao e F——— 04(: ‘Fl .
AN | g i1} | W11 | pasmmiad iles to the media
e I T library, not just images...
‘" File Aisthasy Arnached 16 - Datw
T sdvin Tmarached] ¥ min aga
ﬁ o5 o 4
‘<\
5 BT R B - s sdwin L rerdi 7 ming 3go
W Artach
gl
| R e s@mn [Usamacred) - T —
PC ks
o ™ Authar Alissbed 1o [ 1™
Bl Ashioni 2| sy
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video and plug-ins

Use the media gallery to attach other files

We are not limited to the types of images we upload to the media gallery. We can
include ZIP files, PDFs, and other document types for use in our posts and pages.

2 Upload New Media
Chacecae files 1o upload Salect Files
Macs v upioad Ble s 2WE
WOV‘dPY‘CSS V'tc‘.ognizcs {_)"s as 3 Yo are waing tee Flash uploaser, Mrobierma! Try the Bpater upinader itead.
Z‘P ‘FIIC ahd assigns ‘Ehc ProFcr Aftpr & i Funi Been splanded, poa ca okt ey and deserphons
iton for the 5a”cry. Once this - thile
IS in our libra\r\/, we £an use |£ Vil mame mutsen ¢ bos -doamibad sip
as a download in our Pos‘l;s. o Fill Types apphoation (g
\_/ Uipdoad dani: une 17, 3000
Tinle rreatton - chew - dowslosd
L Cagtian
This is called “metadata” and
. scription
vepresents information about A
our da{:a ‘Fllt (Ih {')NS tase 3 Z’P / b L T P i P e DT - PV 9 [0S S0 B 0 DV PRI Do L i
file). You tould also think of e
metadata as data about dats. pr—

WordPress assigns @ URL {0 our
ZIP ‘(:ilc, so we £an of«cer it as

a download when people ¢elick
the link. f "

_ rpen your penc:l
Y Download the TFM.zip file from the Head First site, unzip it, and

post the video notes text to the blog along with the video you
embedded. You can then upload the whole ZIP file to the site so
we can make it available as a download.

The ZIP file from the Head Fivst site
eontains the vetipe and show notes for the
Mutton Chops video. Unzip the file 4o get
attess to the text file for the post.
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sharpen solution

_ rpen your penc:l
Y hlut‘un Download the TFM.zip file from the Head First site, unzip it, and

post the video notes text to the blog along with the video you
embedded. You can then upload the whole ZIP file to the site so
we can make it available as a download.

e Add the video notes to the post.
We can copy these in below the Vimeo short code. This content will
display just like in any other post, just below the embedded video.

Upload finier = Vil
B S ows = EE A -l =
[vimen clip_id=12646051 width="640" height=""]
Mutton chops are n delicious dish made with the rib portion of the adult lamb.
This area of the animal is particularly tender because it doeso get worked out

a3 hard as say the leg of the mutton. Beenuse of this inectivity, the meat is tender
and Anvarful,

Here are some links with more detail about mutton and the chop:

http:f fenwikipediaorg/wikifLamb_and_muttonhitp:// mideastiood about.coms
http:f fenwikipedinorg, wiki/ Sideburns

hittp:f fwwnehow.com/bow_2204543_grow-mutton-chops himl WC,“ Wah't {'ﬂ ?M‘t our ursor bCIOW 'H’\C

http: [ fwww guardian ook lifeandstyle /gallery/ 2008 /nov) 19/ foodanddrink® S“\OW V\O‘{',CS so {:ha{ WhCY\ we 'msc\r'[: {')’\C

lightbox=i \ llhk -[-p -thc download, I‘t WI“ dlSYla\/
S ——————————— ?V'O?CV'l‘/ in the P°5't'

9 Insert a link to the uploaded .zip file.
Place your cursor just below the show notes, as and open the “Insert”
dialogue. Find the link you uploaded, and insert it into the post.

|

[nsevted files show up as links—

When you've found the === visitors will need $o elick them to

ZIP file You want to e

: [ Bl i initiate a download.

intlude, elick “insevt imitiat

into Pos{:." : i e =
| i e Download video and show notes
| - = Posted in Uncategonzed | Tagged ipaum. lonem | 1 Comment | Edit
| r— .
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video and plug-ins

Thanks for Mutton

Mutton Chops

Voo &a Vimes.

Our video is now Pla\/in

properly within the blog post,
the video notes ave there, and
our visitors tan download a
package of the video and vetipe.
And betause we've using the
Short tode plug—in, it’s easy
for our writers 4o add theiv

own videos from here on out.

Goarcth

Yeah, and then it sure
would be handy if all
our videos were collected
in one place on the site...

This is great! We're
definitely going to
start adding more of
these.

Thanks far Muttan

Muttan chopd afe & delicioos dish made with the b poction of 15 achdd leal, Thii afe
o the apimal §s perticularly terder because it doesn't get worked oul e hard s say the
lag of thes mancton. Bevsme of this sontivity, the msst is tensder and Savorful.

Himrs ase scose ki with mofe detall sbout sition 46 the dhep

batpe/ fenwilopedisong wiklLamb_sed_muitonhttp /medssstiood.sbautcom, ed/glossny) g/ mutzonbin
Bty enwikipadiaang el Bideirns

bty S wwwiehew.oomy bow 3254543 grew-mution-chopsbim

Bt ww gruardias co e T feandatyle ] gallery/ 3008/ rov 10, Seadeadd rinkPlight bux=1

Devnboad video and show notes
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categories cull chaos

Use categories to create a video section

Like we discussed in the last chapter, categories are great way to add context and
organization to a site. We can also use them to create an additional navigation structure
(with category-specific pretty URLS) for the Thanks for Mutton blog.

Q Turn on permalinks.
Before we can use categories in our URLs we need to make
sure that pretty permalinks are turned on.

'Y Permalink Settings

By defaulr WardPress uses weh LRLs which have question marks and lors of numbers in them, however WordPress offers you the
ability to create a custom URL structure for your permalinks and archives. This can improve the aesthetics, usability, and forwand -
campatibility of your links. A number of tags are available, and here aré some sxamples to get you started.

Common settings

CIDefault Wt /S ehanksfarsutton. con/ Ppea121

OIDay and name hrtp: f/ehanksforsutton. con 1008, 6/ 18/ sasple-post
eMcnth and name hitp: £ thanksFormit ton . con/ 2000, 88/ sanple-past/
CINumeric http: fithanks Forsutton. confarchives /123
CICustam Structure FiyearX/XmonthnuaX/XpostnameX/

We coveved this earlier in the book, so you
should be all set. But make sure You are using
one of the pretty permalink settings.

Geek Bits

If you select the “Custom Structure” for your permalinks, you can choose from a variety of tags to make your
URLs more meaningful and easier to read and understand. Check out http://codex.WordPress.org/Using_
Permalinks to see all of the available options.

() Custom Structure fEyears Enonthnenk/ ¥ postnane® ) '
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http://codex.WordPress.org/Using_

video and plug-ins

Choose one category for videos.

Because we’d like all of our videos to show up in a single archive, we need to choose a
single name for the video category and stick with it. “Video” is the obvious choice, but
you could use any term you want.

[ Mame Description Slug Posts
[ Video video o

Uncategorized uncategorized 1
[ Name Description Categories

All Categories Most Used

(] Uncategorized
Add a category and an excerpt to your post. ™ video

Lastly, assign the “video” category to your post, and

add an excerpt below the main post entry area.
Remember, only one category. We tan use tags
later if we want to add extra information Download from Wow! eBook
about the post. <www.wowebook.com>

When we add an exterpt, we tan tontrol what text
9ets displayed about that post on the eategory index
(main) page. [t's basically a short summary of what that
particular post is all about.

Excerpt

Mutton chops are a delicious dish made with the rib portion of the adult lamb. This
area of the animal is particularly tender because it doesn't get worked out as hard as
say the leg of the mutton. Because of this inactivity, the meat is tender and Mavorful.

Excerpts are optional hand-crafted summaries of your content that can be used in your theme. Learn
more about manual excerpts.
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video category page

thanksformutton.com/categories/video

-, Widsn | Thanki far Muttan
I L Bl | B Ptie rsanistormatton com ressegerysados = e fo el

Thanks for Mutton

Now when we add new
videos, the video tategory
page will display a title

and a short deseription
(exeerpt) for eath of them.

\\) Carpgasy At Ldon Search

Mutton Chops
Arehiives
plicious disk made wizh the rib portion of e adult lansh, This srea [
Thanks for Mutton - il rly cendder becanse it doese't get worked oo b bard ns sxy the S Admin
uss of this immctivity, the mest is tender and flaverful ¢ g

It might be nice if we
could hide the excerpt

and related content until
someone clicked through to
the post...

The home page
displays the newest
video and its excerpt.

e U 4

T

1w St wed e

|\
J |
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video and plug-ins

Use the “more” tag to clean up your howme page

While the excerpt feature works well for category and tag archive pages, the entire post is still
showing up on the home page and that can start to get messy fast. We can use a comment
directive, which is basically a WordPress command that we wrap in an HTML tag. Wherever we
insert the directive, WordPress chops off the post and inserts a link that takes the reader to the
full post when they click on it.

mc Lhis in the HTML editor to set the eut—off point for

<l-more--> what displays on the home page.
Uploadfinsert = &2 A 3 Visual HTML
b i | link  b-quote | del ||ins | img | ul | ol || li || code | more | lookup | close tags

[vimeo cip_id=12646053 width="640" height=""]

<l--maore--:

Mutton chops are a delicious dish made with the rib portion of the adult lamb. This area of the
animal is particularly tender because it doesn't get worked out as hard as say the leg of the
mutton. Because of this inactivity, the meat is tender and flavorful.

Whatever tontent is above Lhis “<_’-—morc—--—>“ {:ag will
show up on the home page and the vest will be available
when the visitor elicks through to the post. This is
an easy way to onig/ show videos and/or short post

The Visual editor displays the “move”
divective slightly dif evently. But you
¢tan add it heve as well. [£'s the icon

summavies on th + ,
oot e ron Fage and not 2 bunch o other Ehat looks like a small box on top of a
lavge box.
Upload/finsert [= EH £ 3 \/ Visual HTML
B |7 || il === =1k~ A= Y=

[vimeo clip_id=12646053 width="640" height=""]

More...

Mutton chops are a delicious dish made with the rib portion ot the adult lamb. This area
of the animal is particularly tender because it doesn't get worked out as hard as say the
leg of the mutton. Because of this inactivity, the meat is tender and flavorful.
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lights, camera, video

Thanks for Mutton

Mutton Chops Sirch

Archives
& Jarmry

s
we On the home Page,
only the video shows

bcCAusc our “morc »

{:33 was placed vight

C’OW 'H)c Vich
Thanks for Mutton Shor{:ﬁodc.

Continge reading —

[ Talsl Vi | Thariny Vor W amon

o] b 99 e vt e o sbgon st a2 ga

Thanks for Mutton

Thianks for Muthan

q
isi ieks through
hen the visibor elie . — .
ﬁ ‘ch:\c post avthive, they will see .
of the content Mctton Chops

{.’hc cha\hdcr

below the ‘more’ 139 >
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You’ve got Chapter 5 under
your belt and now you’ve
added video hosting with Vimeo
and plug-ins to your tool box. Next
up, podcasting and syndication.

video

plug-ins

%BULLET POINTS

= WordPress can handle many different file types in
the media gallery—from ZIP archives to Quicktime
video.

= Hosted video services like Vimeo and YouTube
are a great place to host your videos, and from
there, your videos can be easily embedded into
your WordPress site.

= Plug-ins can be used to add extra functionality to
WordPress.

= Most plug-ins are free and open source (like

WordPress itself) and can be found in the Plugin
Directory (http.//WordPress.org/extend/plugins/)

You can browse and install plug-ins from within the
WordPress dashboard using the Add New plug-in
feature.

Single categories can help organize and separate
different types of content on a site.

Use category index pages to give visitors a listing
or archive of a specific type of content.
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6 podcasting and syndication

*
. Spreading the word

Say have you heard this new

report from Technology Futures?

One day we'll all communicate
through a series of tubes!

It’s time more people knew about your awesome site.

Your blog is humming along, and you've already figured out how to expand WordPress to
manage an entire website. Now that you've got video playing there too, why not expand
your audience base? In this chapter, we’ll discover how to distribute videos through
Apple’s iTunes store as podcasts, and how to syndicate your content so that a ton more

people will find out about your site (and keep coming back for more).

this is a new chapter 199
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all the action is in iTunes

The Thanks for Mutton podcast

Now that we’ve got our video up on the Thanks for Mutton site, we need a way to get as

many people as possible to see it. A great way to do this is to turn the videos into a podcast that
viewers can subscribe to and download to take with them on their own devices. You might have
thought that podcasts were only for audio—but in fact, video works too and it’s a great way to
reach a broader audience with your shows. Watch out Food Network!

Top Food Podcasts

1 Tha Speetul x AP Tha Splesdis 4 {": MRS Casi's Busirstsd =]
D Fashvraan i M e Pubic ek s W (04 LR N COm
Food Fosdl Faad

cooking Fox
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ol
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8 | oW s Daod Fosd ] dnemiats Misinte_ [
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Wira S tator Com pt ENET] T
Specttr = ™
R i * L e
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The Applc i Tunes store has thousands of audio
and video podeasts that you ean subseribe to. [§
we an 5:{: our tontent on i Tunes, we'll be able
to veath a much larger audience.

Right now people have to come to the site
4o see our videos. We want our shows to
veath a larger audiente, and iTunes tan
help us do that....
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podcasting and syndication

WordPress is your hub for content distribution

WordPress is a great platform to host a podcast from. You can upload all different types of

media and you can build posts and pages that are a combination of text, images, video, and
files. WordPress can also send that content to other sources like news readers and the iTunes
Store through a process called web syndication. This means you can use WordPress as your

main hub for content distribution—giving you the power to get your content in front of as
many people as possible—not just to people who visit your site in a browser..

We eveate all of our

tontent in WordPress. e
services about oy tontent usin
—a— - technologies like RSS, whigh
= allow WordPress to tell okher
= tomputers about Your tontent.
Our tontent tan be vead —
in news veaders like Gooole
Reader and by other services

like the i Tunes Stove.

.." ” ..... é
w .
. : )
. ~ : ; A
(2 A f )
& »? - 8
S 8 o
Q. ) "
y. : 3
e
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podcasting and syndication

The anatomy of a podcast

A podcast is simply an audio or video program published periodically on the Web. People can
typically access it in multiple ways, mostly commonly though it’s from a website or downloaded
through syndication via applications like iTunes and Google Reader. Regardless of the delivery
method, you need two things to “officially” have a podcast: first, you need some media—audio
or video will work. Second, you need a way to tell people that you've just “released” a new
episode of your podcast.

| e ——— T _ WordPress is wheve all of our tontent
oviginates—intluding the podeast.

Thusrics Tor Mutton

[n order for \7co\7|c to £ind about owr
podeast we need to publish a special
RSS feed that tells services like i Tunes
and 6005|c Reader about our show-

An RSS feed is just a different type of

file that other computers use to “read”

the ontent on your site. More on thisin
a little bit.. 3 1

202

R —— . e e | ' !

L e ———y

iTunes \\ Podcast.com

Sevvites like iTunes and Podeast.com “subsevibe” to your feed and then
yrcscn{: your ?odéas{‘, 4o their audiente. When you ?ubl':sh a new ?odcas{:
episode, it's downloaded automatically onto subsevibers’ computers.

Chapter 6
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real simple syndication

RSS is one way the Web syndicates content

The way that iTunes knows about new podcasts as they become available is through a handy
technology called RSS—or Real Simple Syndication. You might use RSS already in tools like

Google Reader and NetNewsWire, and it’s also used by millions of websites to share and syndicate
content. If you’ve ever been asked by websites to subscribe to their feed, what you're really doing
is “watching” for changes in their feed file. This file, an XML (Extensible Markup Language)
document, gets updated by that site whenever new content is published. Watching the feed means
you use some kind of service (like Google Reader or iTunes) that notifies you when a site you
subscribe to publishes new content. It’s like the digital way of hearing the thump of the newspaper
when it lands on your front porch.

e — — T hen another computer needs to know
= = il [\‘;{ov& ¢hanges to ?ow blog, it looks for
= N 3 feed File. This file is a lot like HTML
= ] but it's formatted Lor mathines, not
'_'- humans.

@, : . This is the RSS feed icon-—\/ou'vc

probably seen this on blogs you vead.
When a human visits a website, j\

This leks us know we ean subseribe to
) this blog via RSS.

they've presented with an HTML

dotument in the browser where

they ean vead the tontent.

When other sevvices subsevibe o your blog, {:hc\/ ¢an ve—publish Your ’

tontent in news veaders, podeast divectories, and even on other
websites. RSS is a simple way to get ontent on other devices and
programs outside of a web browser.

you are here » 203
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RSS lifecycle

The lifecycle of an RSS feed

Thanks for Mutton

4 =

LS

feed.xml

We publish a new post with a WordPress automatically

video in it.

updates our feed to veflect
the new post. [+'s stored on

the web secver along with all
the other WordPress files.

web server

204

Don’t worry about XML

We will look at what is in the XML feed file in a minute, but the good news is that
WordPress automatically creates the feed.xml file for you every time you create a new
post. That leaves you free to focus on adding content to your WordPress site!

Chapter 6
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podcasting and syndication

5)

iTunes ¢hetks vegularly for thanges
4o our feed, and when there is
one, it updates the podeast list to

vefleet our new video.

iTunes

Heve's the important part: the post content People that subsevibe
(in this case  video podeast) still lives on to our podeast through
our site, and iTunes actually grabs it from iTunes will get our

our WordPress sevver, and downloads it to new video downloaded
he subseriber’s computer. The podeast is au{:oma{:ically to their
not hosted on any iTunes sevvers. computer.

To see how this works, find a video podcast you might be interested in and subscribe
to it using iTunes (http://apple.com/itunes) or Google Reader (http://google.com/

reader).
e — Both iTunes and e i —
=== — Google Reader can 0= &— B— 8=
= handle podeast feeds. e i e 0
= Use whichever you == 2= B—
| = like. .
= == m P B=E

you are here » 205
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exercise solution

To see how this works, find a video podcast you might be interested in and subscribe

p to it using iTunes (http://apple.com/itunes) or Google Reader (http://google.com/
E RciSe reader).

Lution
Add a subserption Hom
= S e T — o Add a subscription.
1 ] ' 1 Add = You can just type the URL of the site or feed you
: want to subscribe to—Google Reader will handle
—— [ the audio and video from the podcast.

9 Browse for a podcast.
Reader also allows you to search for podcast feeds
and subscribe if you don’t know the site of the feed

URL.
Google Reader is a fast and simple way to _Scavchiyg’ in Google Reader isn't as wice as
tonsume podeasts. [t's also a standard news .'Tlfhcs. s better 4o find the site and aste
veader and has ¢ool shaving features. it in to the subsevibe field.

9 Search and subscribe.
1Tunes has a huge catalog of audio and video
podcasts all categorized to make it easy to find
something you like.

e Download to iTunes.
Once you subscribe to a podcast, new episodes will
automatically be downloaded to your computer.

L:‘_'_ . & E .-. ﬂ‘;!_i_é

| —— =l |
' iTunes has a grca‘f, interface for ‘('\ind'mg new tontent and because it

downloads podeasts on to Your tomputer, You tan take then with
portable media player of choite. Y n with you on your

F
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XML feeds —
Up (lsse

podcasting and syndication

As we saw earlier, the feed file is an XML document, which
is a file containing data and tags much like HTML. Think
of the RSS feed as a version of your blog that is only read
by other computer programs, like feed readers and other

websites.

T

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<rss version="2.0"

xmlns:wfw="http://wellformedweb.org/CommentAPI/"

xmlns:dc="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/"

xmlns:atom="http://www.w3.0rg/2005/Atom"
xmlns:
xmlns
<channel>

<title>Thanks for Mutton</title>

rel="self" type="application/rss+xml" />

<link>http://thanksformutton.com</link>

<language>en</language>

<item>

xmlns:content="http://purl.org/rss/1l.0/modules/content/"

sy="http://purl.org/rss/1.0/modules/syndication/"
:slash="http://purl.org/rss/1.0/modules/slash/">

<atom:link href="http://thanksformutton.com/?feed=rss2"

<description>A Food Blog About Nothing</description>

<title>Sea Bass Fish and Chips</title>

This area is the “head”
of the XML file

and veferentes other
specifications used later
in the file.

e

Notice our blog title
and links ?oin{:ing back
4o +he Thanks for
Mutton site.

=

Each post we write
F—  shows up in our RSS
feed as a new <item>.

<<L__,———

</item>
e N Just like in HTML, we =—
channe have to ¢lose all our '{',855 — The h)amc O‘F the ‘Fccd ‘Filc
<Jrss> =1 = | doesn't matter much-it's
— I what's inside that's important.
feed.xml

therejare no
Dumb Questions

Q,: So is RSS only for podcasts? A: Not necessarily. It is one of the main

ways to get podcasts, but if you only want
to subscribe to a blog to find out when
new posts get published, you can use
any number of feed services, or most web
browsers.

A: No, RSS can tell subscribers about
any kind of new content published to a blog
or website.

Q,: Do | have to use iTunes? .
» So | can use RSS to find out when
my favorite blogs get updated too, not

just to let people know when mine is
updated?

A: Exactly! RSS is an easy way to stay
up-to-date on all your favorite sites without
having to remember to go visit each one
individually—you can see all their new
content right in your feed reader or a single
browser window.

you are here » 207
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auto feeder

WordPress publishes an RSS feed avtomatically

As we said earlier, WordPress handles much of the RSS functionality automatically—updating
your feed every time you add a new post. On top of that, most modern browsers like Firefox,
Google Chrome, and Safari will detect any site’s feed automatically and display an “RSS” icon
in the address bar. Clicking on that allows you to read the feed in your browser window.

Most browsers have built—in
features for deteeting and veading
RSS feeds vight in Yyour browser.
Click on the icons to see what
happens.

Safari Firefox

A site can have multiple feeds. Heve,
Wo.rdPrcss published a feed for Lhe
main blog and the tomments.

¢
~———  Thanks for Mutton » Feed
T Thanks for Mutton » Comments Feed

" = e R P P | P b . M'E'ta

Bes Dans Fish mnd Chips L] Si.t'E Adm'ln

You tan also aceess the RSS feed
links in the WordPress sidebar
under the “Meta” title. You'"
notice again both the main blog and
comment feeds.

= Logout

WaordPress.org

Thanks for Hufizs
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podcasting and syndication

o=
— TesT DRIvVe

Let’s try our RSS feed with iTunes and to see if we can use that for our podcast feed.

You ¢an also click on the RSS iton
Q Find your RSS feed. in Your browser, as shown on the
Before we can test our feed we need to find the URL to paste into previous page...
1Tunes. You can find links to your RSS feeds in the Meta sidebar on the
home page of your blog. They should look something like this: \4/

http://thanksformutton.com/?feed=rss2 Depending on Your permalink
settings, your feed URL should look

something like this.
http://thanksformutton.com/feed R/om )

e Add the feed to iTunes.
From the “Advanced” drop-down menu in iTunes, select “Subscribe to
Podcast...” and enter the feed URL in the pop up.

We don’t have permalinks turned on so we ave

Open Audio Stream... U
. going 1o use the default feed URL.

Subscribe to Podcast...

- Sui:scrlbe to Podcast

Turn  |JRL:
'f'-"’f-f http:/ /thanksformutton.com/?feed=rss2

Deal

I:: Cancel j E—ﬂl(—a

you are here » 209
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test drive

—Tast DRIve

Let’s try our RSS feed with iTunes and see if we can use that for our podcast feed.

Onte You add the feed, it should show up
/ in Your ?odcas{: list.

B * Thanks for Mutton

You know there’s an issue if You see an extlamation point
iton next to the podeast in the list. Click on the icon 1o

see the ervor.

This is strange!? I know
our videos are there, I can see
them when I visit our site ina
browser. Maybe iTunes doesn't
recognize videos on sites like
Vimeo and YouTube?

Thera are no playable episodes for "Thanks for
Mutton®

The URL might point to text-only episodes, or contain file types
that iTunes cannot play.

oy

. . . . ) . o .|c £°
Tunes is saying it can't £ind our video £
;7\;:/\ for ?cZylc who subsevibe 4o our podeast..
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podcasting and syndication

Vimeo doesn’t work well with podeasting

Now that we want to start syndicating our videos as a podcast, Vimeo is no longer
the ideal solution for video hosting. It’s worked great up until now, but the main
reason it won’t work for podcasting is you can’t download videos from Vimeo, and
that’s just what iTunes does—it downloads the video from the site providing the
RSS feed. So we’ll need to find another solution.

Bon
i... " . ".._..i i=i

iTunes

“ L [=E=

LR

I s
il s
bl TV o

Ly eata

[AEETY

W
ATORE

B Menes Seen

|0 Perthased
= WARED

FPLATLATE

LS Y

pogtweskly  MacBresk

Wy

Feal Time with BE..  Slate's Polticad G...  this WEER in TEC...  You Look Mo To...

Repart & Cosemin @ Pudcast Diney © [T

We want visitors to be able to subseribe o /

our videos in iTunes, but vight now, it's not
rctognizjng our videos.

BRANN
ARREL L

What other option might exist for hosting our
videos instead of something like Vimeo?
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use your own hosting

Vimeo is a great service for sharing videos through a browser, but it’s not
designed to be a platform to host podcasting media (audio or video) that allows
people to download files. The whole idea of a podcast is that your viewer or
listener should be able to take that media with them and consume it anywhere.
In order to facilitate that, we have to make our videos available for download
over the Web and not just for viewing. We can use our own web server for that.

Self-hosted Vimeo-hosted

e e e ——pr——

Thanks for Mutton

When we host the video on our

own sevvers, we take vesponsibilit
: for the space and bandwidth, but :
v we £an be more flexible about Y

how we deliver the media to our
viewers.

Vimeo only allows us +o wateh and shave
videos on the Web from our browser. We

can't take these with us on our iPod.

212 Chapter 6
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podcasting and syndication

Before our subscribers can download our video podcast, we need to get it up on our WordPress
) . web server. Use the same process you did in the last chapter to upload a ZIP file to the
E’u“‘_‘se WordPress Media Gallery, only this time, tell WordPress you want to upload a video.

e e =

2 Media Library s

e S The media gallery holds all
: : oy o i khe media and files that
_ m = B . . have been uploaded to our
WordPress site. This is

_ m il - e e wheve the video for our

?odCasts will be stoved.

inernducine SoresnRcast admn i FELOION 1 [ I
Wiy 8

O] e aoman PUraschd FLELE T
o Aftach ]
O] ST1 adman Iirasched [ FLELE T
2 OF Aftach ]
Tils Authiss Artschad 1 B Duw
Bl Actisr 2] Apty

M.Pload the same sample video we put on
v|mco in the last thapter. You ean find
it at www.headfivslabs.com/! WordPress.

Thanks for Mutton

a1 b ke

you are here » 213

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>


http://www.headfirslabs.com/WordPress
http://www.headfirslabs.com/WordPress

exercise solution

Before our subscribers can download our video podcast, we need to get it up on our WordPress
o web server. Use the same process you did in the last chapter to upload a ZIP file to the

E RC‘§9 WordPress Media Gallery, only this time, tell WordPress you want to upload a video.

LutiON

R e ——— . o Upload the video from within a post.
L ; e From within a post you can select which type of
S _ ; media you want to upload. Just like we did in the
- last chapter—select the “video” icon to bring up the
e e 1 ; | media gallery uploader.

| Upload/Insert '

9 Select the video from your computer.
Add a new file and select the first podcast from your
Desktop. You should see information about the
video if the upload was successful.

http:/ /thanksformutton.com jwp-content /U 9 Insert into a post.
Once you have all the settings added, click “Insert

None File URL Post URL into Post” to add the file to the WordPress editor
Enter a link URL or click above for presets. and your post.

Insert into Post | Delete

Hosting your own videos takes up a lot more space on your server.

Depending on how many videos (or other media files) you plan to create, you’'ll want to
check with your hosting provider and be sure you have enough space on your server for
everything. You can always purchase more space, but that can also start to get more

Wa'[ch it! costy..
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podcasting and syndication

Where's the video?

|'."JL'.z_-.'.'.!,';t-'.'___,a_'.'.:_..‘_,,;l_,'.:'.l'_.-l'_.:‘,,}.l‘,.:.'.:.. — 3 L
N 5 Bas: Fish and Chips e n
Heve's the uploaded video R SRS S |
showing in the Visual editor —T7 S8 st
for our new \705{:3 weve . s
almost there.... i
[ . e 4

Well, before we used the
code from Vimeo to embed
the video. Maybe we need to do
something similar here t00?

But when we take a look at that
post on the site, we only get a link
inserted into our post—the video

is theve, but not quite how we °
wanted ,-{:l °
:}.-I:\".H_u.., R e i = 13 e e (R e [ 3 [
Thanks for Mutton l

Gaa Blass Fiah and Chips

et Fasis

Barced Loty

sy
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built-in embedding

WordPress embeds its own videos too

If we want our videos to look like the Vimeo videos we were using, we’ll need to use the Embed
feature in WordPress. Embedding media in WordPress is basically taking the uploaded video
and wrapping it in HTML that will allow it to play in the browser, just like we did with Vimeo.
Even though it involves HTML, we can do this in the Visual editor. However, WordPress hides
this feature in the expanded menu, so let’s find it and put it to use.

o Copy the URL for your video.

You can find this from within the post editor.

Either vight ¢lick on the link
in the Visual editor, or You ean

?1':'-'}?1'5‘:"'-?'7_'-;__-7__';—' ————— 3 3 . find the £ull link in the HTML
B 5:s b b ol Ol — Cdi'tOY‘ ihS“:cad.
..... b = =

e Expand the editor. This i :
In order to get to the embed functionality, we : '5' ::Eh v{l” show .{:hc setond
need to expand the editor. / evel ot editor options below.

I 17 & Visual| HTML

=« | =] =|=]|EEE |z =
| ==

Cliek the film icon to bring up the
embed menu. Don't forget to opy the

©  Add the copied media link. link o the video.

Copy the link into the “File/URL” field and select o ,

“Quicktime” from the Type drop down. chl.d:lmg is the video format we've
K working with here, but if \/ou’rc

= =e— using AV/|, Flash, or Real media,

" - G | seleet the appropriate format.

You will also need to give the
video dimensions so the whole
thing shows up. Heve we are
using the £ull size of our video,
but feel free 1o size this
F\ro\?or{:iona”\/ any way You like.
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podcasting and syndication

e Get meta.

You can add even more metadata in the “Advanced” tab (which we always
recommend), but for now we are just going to de-select the auto-play feature.

Having any kind of media—audio
or video—start playing when a
visitor loads a web page can be
annoying and make your site
unusable. Bc tourteous to YYour
visitors and let them decide
when ‘(:hc\/ should ¢lick “Play."

e Click insert when you're ready.
Once you have all the information and links entered, go ahead and insert the
video into your post. We should see our whole video properly embedded in the
post, not just a link.

[ars] e e T T _ Ca ass -
| I | e e ——— i 1 g 1 1

M Thosmia b Battrm —

el P You may have to elick Preview to make
- e sure the video was embedded properly.

Saa Rany Fivh and Chaps e

B e e ~ T -
T i S = e -
v L=

Now that we have the embedded video in our post, give the iTunes subscription another try.

ExerciSe
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exercise solution

Now that we have actual embedded video in our post, give the iTunes subscription another try.
ek
Lution

[h2ad) i bl S s e W
|li|.- Bl e Saa -3 e L L=

n—em

San Alans Fas aedt Chips et e K__\
T e Our blog page should look a lot

like Vimeo except this time we've
hosl:ihg our own videos.

Thamks fed Butron

When we test the new feed in

i Tunes, it should work. You should
be able to downl
e e able ownload and play the

video inside of iTunes.
¥ Sea Bass Fish and Chips

5/20/10
0:18 5/20/10

A Food Blog About Mothing

voblem now is that iTunes doesn't
_sr::mo:c\t/ h‘;vc Lhe summary info (exterpt) about
our video that we learned how to intlude in the
previous thapter. [£'s going 4o be hard to get
substribers when they don't even know what the
show is about.

[t would also be nice to be able o show a

special image for the podeast, instead of
Jus‘l: a default image from iTunes.
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podcasting and syndication

Add some info to your iTunes feed

Although 1'Tunes can handle standard RSS feeds, it needs extra information about the podcast
to provide a solid summary about your video for users browsing for your shows (or similar
shows). What we need is a special feed just for our podcast, one that has all the information
1Tunes needs to show our logo and extra information about our show.

B\/ default, WordPress publishes a = Mot
standard RSS feed of all the posts = ==
£rom our blog. This wovks \)us{: Fine Q =
for most RSS veaders and browsevs,

when they just want to display the
text tontent from our posts.

o Google Reader

o We need a special feed just for our

z ?odcas{:. The issue is that WordPress onl\/
gives us options for a single feed and no
extra options for iTunes.

@}‘ WordPress

» iTunes
e want people that £ind us in the iTunes
store $o see a tool graphic and vead a
deseription about our podeast.
Download from Wow! eBook
<www.wowebook.com>
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a feed fo call your own

Use a plug-in to build a special feed for iTunes

Creating an extra feed is the perfect task for a plug-in. It’s not essential to WordPress—not
everyone wants to publish a podcast—but enough people do podcast that there are plenty of
options when it comes to podcasting plug-ins. It will create a special podcast feed for you as
well as help you manage all the extra information you need to supply to podcasting providers
like iTunes.

Most plug-ins embed media and generate a special feed

= . | il also help keep all your feeds
Iot:‘nizcd and send iTunes the extra

- inEorma‘{;ion it needs-

Most Podcas-{:ing Plug—ins will do ] @ l

the work to embed Your video | -

into WordPress, so this will save \ II"'

us an extra step when addi b T
. P n ing new “ '1’ A
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podcasting and syndication

TSG Podcasting Plug-in

One of the easiest podcasting plug-ins to use is the TSG Podcasting Plug-in. It’s simple and
doesn’t have a ton of features, but it’s easy to use and just works. TSG gives us a single interface

in the administrative window to add details about our podcast and automatically handles the
publication of our iTunes feed.

Co ey —

Plugin Directory

e g, Flmghn by 150

_anll Tradk #1 VEEERI | | |

TS4 handles embedding audio and
video for us and even gjves us d nice

media player for the blog pages.

Another feature of TSG is that it only has one

administrative window-—-\)us{: a simple set of oP'Eions
1Cor i Tunes.

arpen your pencil

Find the TSG Podcasting Plug-in on the WordPress plug-in page
(http.//WordPress.org/extend/plugins/) and install it on Thanks for
Mutton.
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sharpen solution

Gil
&@«Pm yws;mn

Find the TSG Podcasting Plug-in on the WordPress plug-in page

(http.//WordPress.org/extend/plugins/) and install it on Thanks for

Mutton.
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Copy the plug-in directory to Thanks
for Mutton.

Just like before, all we have to do is add the
downloaded plug-in directory to the /wp-
content/plugins/ folder in our WordPress folders.

You may need %o upload this using
your FTP client. Either way, this
needs to be in the / w?—tow{'xn{:/
plugins/ diveetory of your attive
WordPress installation.

\—/

You ¢an also use the “Add New”
feature within the WordPress
dashboard {0 install the Plug-in.

Activate

In the Plug-ins menu on the WordPress
Dashboard, activate the TSG Podacasting Plug-
in by clicking the “activate” link.
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podcasting and syndication

e New Podcasting menu

You should see a new option in the Settings menu called Podcasting. This menu allows you to

edit all the different iTunes settings.

Ceneral
Writing
Reading
Discussion
Media
Privacy

Permalinks

Podcasting

/

You ¢an also add
Podeast titles and
dcstriy{ions along
with other settings,
in addition to the

i Tunes fields.

it
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TSG Podcasting Plug-in and WordPress 3
At the time of writing, the TSG Podcasting Plug-in

URLs. You have to use the default permalink settings.

Wateh it | doesn’t work with WordPress 3 Beta when using pretty
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plugged in embedding

Use the Podcasting Plug-in to embed videos for podcasts

Aside from providing all the appropriate data to iTunes and other podcasting directories, TSG
Podcasting also helps us embed our audio and video in blog posts. Much like how the Vimeo

Short code plug-in worked in the last chapter, all we need is the URL for the video file that we
uploaded earlier.

1)

Copy your video's URL.

You did this previously, the first time you uploaded a video and wanted to
embed it directly into a post.

File namse: 5ea-bass - fah-and -chips. moy
File type: wides geicktime

Uplosd dave: May 20, 2010

bt | Peban ke mutton. com fwe - content Juploads / 2010/0% ' sea-basa - Fh -
Location off ihe upioaded N

Podcasting post options
With TSG Podcasting installed we now have a new window at the bottom

of our “New post” page. All we have to do is paste in our video and link
and click “Send to editor.”

Tita Sea Bass Fish and Chips Heve's the URL in the listing for

. the file in the Media Gallery.

N This is another way to get it
instead of vight—clieking...

This isn't the same “Editor” as

in the workflow from Cha\?'{:cr 4.
Instead this Jjust means that the
Plug—in is a0ing to put the video
embedding ¢ode in the Visual
editor for You to work with it.

Fodcasting

File http:/ fthanksformutton.com fwp-content/uploads /2010705 /sea-bass-fish-and-chips. mav

Formar Delault Format Keywords
Author Length Explicit
File URL Defaulr Farmar

TS4 Podeasting adds a new window that will
help us add podeast media to our posts.
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podcasting and syndication

Here's that “short code” again...
Just like with our Vimeo plug-in, TSG Podcasting adds short code to our post
that will get interpreted by the browser when the post 1s published.

Uplcadfingers = U 5 @ Wisual

B F s = w| E & & Caudlt B

Pegaph - U W A B &2 H D &= 9 i

[podeast format="video"Thttp://thanksformutton.com//wp
content,/ uploads/ 2010/ 05/ sea-bass-fish-and-chips. mov]f podcast ]

The podeasting plug—in interprets
these brackets and insevts the
video into the post instead of
this text.

Fanp

Word count O Dwafy saved 2z 4:32°48 pm. Lasy ecited by admin om May 20, 2010 &t 528 pm

Check your post.
Just to make sure that everything is working, check out the post from a visitor’s
point of view and make sure you can see the video embedded in the post.

Sea Bass Fish and Chips

\/

W e

onion | 4

You should see a player similar
4o what we had with our Vimeo
video embedded into the post.

The plug—in works with audio files
+oo. l‘c You uP|oad audio, \/ou)” 36{‘, a
nice little player like this at the top
of your post.

Tratk #1
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your podcast feed in action

226

[n the same RSS drop down in your browser (in Safari and
Firefox only) you should now see a third podeast feed in
addition to the main b|05 and comment feeds.

B0 o [y VAR AP S————
| ‘l|"_ | Ililr""!: I Rk SIErmation LM Ta s 33 T3

Thanks for Mutton » Feed
Thanks for Mutton » Comments Feed
Podcast: Thanks for Mutton

Thanks for Mutton

Sea Bass Fish and Chips
]

Fecert Commenta

L o4 s

e ————

Thanks for Mution

BB Oeds LI

Leave a Raply

Leggged in as adein. Log ent?

Let's add some metadata about our
poJcast and then test this out and
see if it's working with iTunes..
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podcasting and syndication

Before we test our new podcast feed, we need to add all the extra information for iTunes. That is

. why we installed this plug-in, right? Also, let’s include the podcast banner image for display on
Exeu_ﬁe the Thanks for Mutton iTunes page.

iMunes Specifics

Summiany

& delided deicriptn of piod podcasl. (Ture Mlidws g b 4, 000 chinartin ind he Llaghee will Be wied if fe deffrney 0

wrberrd

Acithod

The defuul® ithor of your podcail

Podeais Ast [LIRLY

et Bideiil Sromary page Bt & Amiller wersies 18

0 300 pronchi, bast ey g ar peg will merk

Prirmiry Category
Tha cabigary shich moet Py your podcast. Thi primarny cotsgeny b wsd in Top Podcarts bk and Sisciory pages shich

AGIE pasaal M

Category 2 H

A eptioedl addiondl cRtepory whith i ey uied 0 diseCtery Dagen withoull pedicait A

Categarny 1 f:

Ay comanal aScnnal CIREEATY WheLE B Dady Lid £ JeRrInry page. mithaet podram an

Keywords
U 10 17 aomima - taparaned woedt. which (Tirss wis for saanh placemant
Explicit L)
Wotifien teadiert your Dol fostilel eaplel misersl Seiect daie i you
3 eguier Ml Eaplil podait i ik e iall i ooe. Taduee
Srwittery
Chwrar Mane

Tonar podcidl's owrvbn fairrer. The cwner ndete will ol Be pubiicy Saptd

s 10 CORtaL] YA pOdca R,

Owriatr E - mial] Addreis
Wt poicaar’y oty & - madl scddvens. The owrer o - mail sddre wl

iy vt Thary P 10 COITRGT WO poSCaN

Fand language 0

T larsgunge of pour sssl Thiv snies resds ghamging for iamraancn, Tha nks fnr Mungn

We'll need to upload this image and intlude i{:‘/
in the podeast information for iTunes.
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exercise solution

Before we test our new podcast feed, we need to add all the extra information for iTunes. That is
why we installed this plug-in, right? Also, let's include the podcast banner image for display on

.
?RCQG the Thanks for Mutton iTunes page.
Lution

Q Upload our TFM logo and copy its URL.

We’ll need this to include in our iTunes podcast feed settings. You should
be a whiz at this by now...

Just like any other file we need o use on our

site, we have o upload the iTunes image to the
/ site before we ¢can intlude it in ah\/{:\'\ing.

Upload New Media

Chowee Ties fo wpdoad Seleci Fide

You ate uiieg the Pk aplcaser. Problesa’ Try she Biowaer upioader inted

Afres i flie huit S upibadied, you cany add fitien ind desripsiaei

File are: tim g
Fibe type i [[peg
Upload date: bay 23, 2010

Dimenagiona: #30 = 400

Tris “  m
Ahernate Test
AN heaf e mage, £ 7T kona Lns”

Cagriban

Dascription

Fila LiRL FAHIpC TR ke DU, LM = Conne faphoads S 2019/ 05 fifm jpg
Location af the uadaded fie \

J

We want to remember this link because we'll need +o
use it when we add the iTunes information to the
podéasting plug—in.

http://thanksformutton.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/tfm.jpg
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podcasting and syndication

Update the podcast settings in iTunes.

We can include a lot of info here, some of it will be useful for people
searching 1Tunes, and some of it is categorical info that will help 1Tunes
organize our podcast with similar shows in their directory.

Podeasting Settings

Podcasting senings saved.

Padcasring i1 Broughr mo you fov frée By TR0 - SueSricto. Sesniio i 2 small web devalapmant ™
firm spediabizing in Web develapmenl. VERIP aur wedidie o leden mare, aad dan't hesifate 1o ask s Dora

o develap pour mext Web profect ==L =

Podeast feed address (URLY: heng:/  thanksf com/ Heed=pod

Tithe: Thanks for Mutton
M your paSrasr's voe i5 diferent than your Blog's tie, change the U here.

Padcast tagline: The fond podcast abour nenhing
o yiuf peeSradt’s Liglee i differest than yoor Blog'e tagline, changs the tgine kene.

Munes Specifics

Summary. Fd hive to say this is just about the best podcast ever.

i, detailed deicription of pour podcass, (Tunes aliws. wp 10 4,000 charsgien snd U Lighne

wall b used if no yurmenry B ertnoed

Author The Muttons
The Sefault sahor of your podcase.

Podeast Art (UBLY: Bt/ S han kafarmatien, Com Pag-content fupbaads
A imAgE whith FRprelEnDL you podead]. (Teset utes Thit IMEEe an your oI Siectany
pags &hd 5 imaller verpion in weanthed. (Tunes prefen tquane jpg imaged that S o lsaa

SOH) w300 pixels, Bul sy [pg or ang will werk

Primary Category: Fazel H
The cabtgarny whith moas fits your podcast, The primasy fategory B vied 5 Top Podoists

B3 and direchory pages which include podeast an

Add the URL of the artwork we just uploaded
o the Podeast Avt section and also make sure you
specify at least one category. This will help people
find our podeast on iTunes.

We can ?\rovidc all sorts of
di‘c‘ccren{: information to
iTunes, Lrom ?odtas{: title
and author to mul‘[:i?lc
categories for our shows 14

‘(:i‘[‘, into.
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voila iTunes!

Mz a0 Hapt Fich 3ad CRigs | Taasas for Mumar
|_q|-_| Lt 98 e b e rm . o = 12 & =

Thanks for Mutton

—

Thank s fox Muiton

This is great—and
the iTunes feed is working
perfectly. I wonder how

many people are subscribing
to the podcast?

Thie Dew Shaw peigt weekly

1 Episode 5 bpisodos | Episode 4 Episodos
’ s)'.g
You
Pigay by bogria EI-

Sinte's Paolitical ...  Thanks for Mutton  this WEEK in TE...  You Look Mice T...
11 Epiaodes 1 Episode ¥ Episodog 1 Epiaode
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podcasting and syndication

Feedburner gives you podcast stats

Feedburner is a service from Google that allows you to promote your feed to a wider audience
and see statistics on how many people subscribe to your podcast. The service uses the RSS
feed you already publish and gives you a feedburner URL to hand out to subscribers. Your
viewers and readers can then choose how they get your content and Feedburner keeps track
of everything for you. It’s kind of like the FeedBurner version of your feed becomes the actual
main feed for your site’s content, and your original feed becomes a private feed that only you

and FeedBurner know about.

Subsaribe Now!

with fhe neadors

o b s Feedburner will give your subsevibers
Yoo | 58 Wienin metviba )
+-LH e o = gﬁ = b,n-:rnl.ur| diffevent buttons to substribe to
+ Loogle v - ’ .
Bty Brovser| [0 8 Windows ive | B8 wiuivn wane | your feed in their veader of ehoite.
¥ wabwig podcasl

# DALY
1 WIKHY METT AT B /

£ Feedburner then kccPs track of how

Headline Animator Siats
| BERWICER

Configure Stats

(koo Your kesders = many subseribers are aceessing Your
—— tontent via your feed, and serves
that data up in some handy graphs.
viEw Feed Stats Dashboard ARSI
Fred Stals A=t g g B b il
RS
i -
WMag Ove
Uncomeon Ures Aur 31, 3000 Frar May K 2012 Ty 12 3519
Export Excal = £5Y

Exen masney irsm 5l thai traffie ap ihers! Your posm pay off Wi resam ss foe AsSense
Wednesday, Aprl 21 = Thursday, May 20

* Bg subscribers (on average)@

Sew mane aboul your subscribers »

Create a Feedburner account for your blog. You'll need a Google Account to use Feedburner
A Se (http://feedburner.google.com). Make sure you add the Podcast feed, not the main blog feed.
E’-QM— A

http:/thanksformutton.com/?feed=podcast  You for the feed Lrom Your

Fcchu\r'ncr will Promp{;

blog,
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exercise solution

%:M%e
Lution

Create a Feedburner account for your blog (you already
have one if you have a Google account)

Sign in with YT
Co 3": Account

[t's quick and easy to
eveate a Google actount if

you don't alveady have one. -
o sy st
\_/ m,“‘m:
o Add the podcast feed to Feedburner. g

You might be tempted to click the “I'm a podcaster”
button—but don’t! That’s a whole other way of sending
feeds to 1Tunes and we’ve already got that taken care of.

Croats an accotnt

F

\http://thanksformutton.com/?feed=podcast. s 4 n4drass hare:

A g T

| httpe ] siarto. comirss, xml

(2]

Pick a title URL.

Here we add just one more title and
the last part of our Feedburner URL.

Welcome! Let us burn a feed for you.

Thi originad Bog of feed B3INess. yOU emensd Nas bebn venfiod
Hore is whal Rappens raal in I SHIUR pIOCESs:

¢ FpadBurrar will apply somo of our mos! populie SEFAORE 10 yOUT Ny
fead 5 ool you BEed. (You 230 akaye modify o remave tham
Eaber |

¥ This naw tead will B8 netvaied in your FesdBurmar Boooun

* ¥iou may alsd &l up soma opbonal irafMic stats fracking and
BOACASING BERDEE

G your faed 22 (e And tsadbomes com sdaress

Fead THie-

JofT Sang
‘Thanks for Mutton
R Tadds Mibd Bud i cdim!

Foed Address: |1y iann
thm

All Feedburner feeds start with “http://feeds.
feedburner.tom.” We get to thoose the last
part of the URL, so pick something short
that identifies your feed easily.

E | awn a prmbcaster! N8XE @

Make sure you make note
of this new URL. We need
{‘)o make ‘{:ha{: our FCCd
URL. in WordPress.

o

Burned
That’s it. We’re now “burning” (or
running) our feed through Feedburner.

T Cai e b

Congrats! Your FeedBurner feed is
now live. Want to dress it up a little?

Sistiscribe 10 wour e (B shane wilh oFsEn ot
http://feeds.feedburner.com/tfm

For your COmBnNCE. FercBumer fas apoind T TDIDWND SErices 10
Yot v il

+ Bt S| ke your fecd podcasi-ready

+ BrowsssFisndly mperees your Teed's APERIADN in MOS! Wi
DIOWLETS N3 MALES | BRSO 10 SIDSENES 10

+ FasdBume S1ats acks Enske fpod Bofic slataies

Firw corired your faed 4 e ok e el i SR o ary B

You have completed step | 01 . I I neal Siapd. you Ay fuSiomne
the applisd FeeiBume’ senicss 0

o Provisd § MErs detaled podcas! HERg 8 (Tuned Snd Yahod! geant
b Add adceal foe Feod Bamer Stats optiors for & mans fichly
detalisd virw of your ieed EEcETE0

Hant #)a¢ Bup comidy e bt minagaear

http://feeds.feedburner.com/tfm
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podcasting and syndication

OK, so knowing how many people
use our feed sounds nice, but
why is the RSS link on the
site still the old one? How is
anybody supposed to find and
use the new Feedburner feed?

Good point.

The podcast feed from Thanks for
Mutton still points to our old feed
URL. We need to change this so
visitors subscribe using the Feedburner
link. Otherwise we can’t track our feed
subscribers.

http://thanksformutton.com/?feed=podcast

Suws Bana Fish arsgd Chign | Tharks fer Matio N

I'q. - lE.i T

rtharkifrritsar, cem fp=21 o e o

Thanks for Mutton » Feed fo

Thanks for Mutton » Comments Feed
Podcast: Thanks for Mutton

Al T
Pergp i 19 Ohieag
AFTPER
[ PR R
- ot
Mot
Thanks for Mutton ipraniony
- - i
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fixing our feed

Override feeds in the header of our thewme

It’s great that WordPress handles all the RSS file updates automatically, but now we have to dig
into how it does that so we can update them to use the Feedburner URL instead. WordPress
builds all of the RSS links automatically and places them in the <head> of your blog so that
RSS services like Google Reader (and many others) can manage subscriptions to your content.

We need to override the that link and place our Feedburner link in its place so that visitors
subscribe using the new service.

7 Nl g—
/themes/Your—theme/header.php —_—

—
© Add a new link.

Add the new feed URL to your header.php theme file right

header.php
below the <Pphp wp_head(); P> line.

<?php wp head(); ?>

<link rel="alternate" type="application/rss+xml" title="Podcast:
Thanks for Mutton" href="http://feeds.feedburner.com/tfm" />

</head>
Heve's wheve you put in your /
new Feedburner URL
e T
/ \>|u5'm5/ Poddas{',ihg/ ?odcas{:ing— gy
feed.php —
e Find podcasting-feed.php. e
In the TSG Podcasting plug-in folder there will be a file called podcasting-feed.php

podcasting-feed.php, which sends our podcasting link to
WordPress. Open this file in your favorite text editor.
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podcasting and syndication

T e Réavg BaKé 9 Comment out a few lines.

» Find the two bolded areas below and “comment” them out by
CODQ preceding them with two forward slashes (//). These are single-line
comments in PHP and will keep those feeds from displaying.

function addFeedDiscovery () {

global $wp rewrite;

Spodcast url = (Swp_rewrite->using permalinks()) ? ‘/feed/podcast/’
‘/?feed=podcast’;

Spodcast url = get option(‘home’) . Spodcast url;

// echo ‘ <link rel="alternate” type="application/rss+xml”

title="Podcast: ' . htmlentities(stripslashes(get_option(‘pod title’)), ENT_
COMPAT, “UTF-8”) . ‘” href="' . $podcast url . ‘7 />’ “\n”;

This is a PHP comment too. An\/{‘)‘\ing that follows the two
forward slashes gets ignored by WordPress. [£'s a safe way to

disable any code without deleting it in case you need it later.
$pod_formats = get terms (‘podcast format’, ‘get=all’);

// Formats

if ( is_array($pod_formats) && count($pod_formats) > 0 ) |
foreach ($pod formats as Spod format) {
if ( ‘default-format’ != Spod format->slug ) {

Spodcast format url = ($wp rewrite->using
permalinks()) ? S$podcast url . “?format=S$pod format->slug” : $podcast url
“&format=S$pod format->slug”;

// echo ‘ <link rel="alternate”
type="application/rss+xml” title="Podcast: ' . htmlentities(stripslashes(get_
option(‘pod title’))) . “ ($pod format->name)” . ‘'” href="’ . $podcast format

url . v />I . \\\nn;
A“ ‘[hlS COdC dOCS is d|S‘7|a ‘“‘\C same llhk we

alveady added to header.php-

—

You usually don’t have to do this much “hacking.”

There are plenty of plug-ins that integrate Feedburner into WordPress—just not any
good solutions for our podcasting plug-in. You’ll sometimes find there are trade-offs for
simplicity when using WordPress and you often have to get your hands dirty with themes
© and plug-ins. If you want to learn enough to really start putting PHP to work on your WordPress site, we

- definitely recommend Head First PHP & MySQL.
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nice work!

Welcome to the Thanks for Mutton podcast

Thanks for Mutton

R A8 b U | e e M

The Big Wab Show  The Converaation

1 Episode S bpisedos

Thit Dy Shaw

ggt wankly

4 Episogos

4 2

| Eplasds

You
L =
Sinta'a Palitical ... Thanks far Mutton  this WEEK in TE... You Look Mics T...
11 Epodes 1 Eptsode 7 Eplacoos 1 Episode
Leaw & Repiy ﬂ
http://feeds.feedburner.com/tfm
LW Feed 5tats Dashboard St it v | Tast 30 days | ¢
Foed Stats e
S—
Eo )
i Apr al, 3000 At T, 3908 My 5 3008 My 15, 2813
Export Exdal = £5Y

Headiine Animator Stats
| BERWICER

Configure Stats

Esen maney frsm ol thai traffie ap ihers| Your posn pay off wis relsvan s &
Wednesday, April 21 = Thursday, May 20

* Bg subscribers (on average)@

Sew mane aboul your subscribers »
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podcasting syndication
You’ve got Chapter 6 under
your belt and now you’ve
added podcasting, syndication,
and Feedburner to your tool box.
Next up, how not to get hacked and
backing up your WordPress site.
% BULLET POINTS
®  WordPress can act as your central hub for m  Use a podcasting plug-in like TSG Podcasting
online content distribution. to make embedding and syndicating podcast
= Any video and audio that you want to use for content easier.
podcasting must be stored on your web server, ®  Feedburner can help you manage your feeds
not on hosted services like Vimeo and YouTube. and keep track of how many subscribers your
m  RSS, or Real Simple Syndication is a way for blog and podcast have.
blogs for syndicate content to other services on
the Web.
®  WordPress publishes a standard RSS feed for
you blog by default.
237
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7 securing wordpress

*
sLocking things down *

OK, so if we go in through
the elevator shaft, I could Sigh. I knew I shoulda kept
rappel down and then... this as a solo job.

Not everyone on the Internet is nice.

It's a fact of modern life on the Internet: there are people who spend their time trying to
break into, or hack, other people’s websites. Some do it just for the thrill, others to cause
chaos, and some are simply after sensitive information like credit card numbers, social
security numbers, and other personal information. Now, you'll learn how to make your
WordPress site more secure, with unique usernames, strong passwords, and more.
You'll also kick off automatic backups of all your WordPress files so you can restore

your site if it ever does get hacked, or goes down for other reasons.

this is a new chapter 239
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CSI WordPress

Something’s not right here...

Just as Thanks for Mutton was starting to pick up steam, all the posts and pages are gone—
including the podcasts. Luckily, we still have the video files in our Media Gallery, but the
WordPress posts all show page not found errors.

] haris b WS | 0 e By i et

[a]e J® [0 e commaion oo @ 2 o |

Thanks for Mutton The home page should be
showing a list of posts now
all we have is a “Not Found”
and a searth box.

Mot Eeurd — /

i, bt 0 Pl were fousd e Lt roqucsiod Ar reriy rebiiog

The “Not Found” page, also
known as a 404 evvor (the code
fora missing page) is displayed

" Do you know how much when Wo\rdP\ress Lan)‘{: ""md {:\'\c

bacon Lhad toeat 1o U 3 wser is vequesting

[+'s not \)us‘f‘, the home page, all
the post archive pages are gone
too. Looks like all the yos{:s have
been deleted from the site!

Thanion bor Mution o ——
[ m
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5 Edit Posts ( addvew

All

Mo Posts found.

/\

/ The post page in the admin section
shows nothing—how did these posts get
deleted?

It looks like someone else
Jjust logged in and deleted
the posts. Could they have

guessed the admin password?

a @RA»A
PAWEWR

One of the easiest ways to secure your
WordPress blog or site is to use strong
passwords—specifically, passwords that can’t
easily be guessed and that don’t show up in
dictionaries. Think about other ways someone
might try to break into your site and cause
damage. Is creating a secure password the
only thing you can do? What about servers,
commenters, and spam?

you are here » 241
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to catch a thief

Youv've been hacked

Believe it or not, there’s a good chance that your blog or website has been on the receiving

end of some type of malicious behavior. These attacks are occasionally undertaken by people
themselves (or Aackers), but they are mostly performed by “bots” (or robots, which are really just
computer programs written by hackers) that scan sites for vulnerabilities. It sounds bad, but the
good news is they aren’t usually successful if you have a few safeguards in place. Let’s take a
look the most common attacks and then we’ll see what we can do prevent them.

Brute force attacks

@WDRDPRESS

These types of attacks are very common and consist simply of a person or
a computer program trying to access your admin dashboard by repeatedly

admin trying different passwords until the correct one is found. This becomes
even easier if you still use the default “admin” username and have a weak
sene password that’s easily guessed. Best protection: Change your username
P to something other than “admin” when you install WordPress, and use

strong, secure passwords.

Brute force attacks can be used

on any system with a username and \ =
\_/ password—this includes your web —
server and MySQL da’cabasc

Server attacks

Hackers don’t need to gain access to your WordPress dashboard to cause
problems either. If they can get access to the servers that your site is Aosted J
on they can change information through the database or just bring your

entire site down altogether. Best protection: Use reputable, reliable
hosting and make sure your account passwords are strong and secure. Use
SFTP to transfer files between your local computer and web server.

\ SFTP is a seture form of FTP which entrypts data

tommunitations between tlient and server.

Penial of Service (how dare they!)

Another way web hooligans can try and mess with your site is with a denial
of service (or DoS) attack. DoS attacks work by flooding a web server with
requests (also typically via a computer program) until it can no longer
handle the load and crashes. While in most cases your data will be safe
(though it’s not guaranteed), your site will be inaccessible to the public
until you can find and block the offending traffic. Best protection:
Firewalls can help block traffic, but not until after you have identified the
source of the DoS. We’re not going to cover firewalls in any detail here,
but your hosting provider should be able to help you get those set up too.
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Hackers Exposed

This week’s interview:
We interview a hacker serving
time for credit card theft

Head First: Welcome Mr. Hacker, thanks so much
for coming out.

Hacker: Yeah, thanks. Real quick—just wanted
to let you know that there are more than just those
three ways to hack a website.

Head First: Well those are just some of the more
popular ways—we could have a whole a Head First
book on website security. [Ed note: Interesting...]
Anyway; tell us how you got into hacking in the first
place.

Hacker: Well, it started out as just a hobby. I'd
break into websites just by trying default usernames
and passwords. You’d be surprised how many people
leave their websites wide open for attack like that. It
was too easy, I’d hardly even call what I was doing
hacking it was more like guessing So easy my 2 year-old
nephew could do it...

Head First:: Wow, that simple, huh? What did you
do to the site once you broke in?

Hacker: Oh, usually I’d just delete some things,
maybe swap out an image for one that’s—how do I
say this—not as “family friendly?”

Head First: So then what happened? Did you get
bored with that?

Hacker: It was just too easy; I needed more of a
challenge so I started trying to just break right into
servers. There are lots of folks out there that manage
their own servers and don’t know what they’re doing.
Again, most of the time I could just guess their
usernames and passwords. Once I was into the server
I had full control over every aspect of the site—1I
could just turn it all off or find where they store
credit card numbers...

Head First: Again, bad passwords? This is all
hacking is, right? It’s just guessing usernames and

passwords. I've got to say, I don’t know what’s more
shocking: how easy this seems to be or how bad we
are at choosing secure passwords.

Hacker: Don’t get me wrong, it can be a lot more
difficult then that—but why try the hard stuff if
there’s a good chance a few guesses will work. Most
of my, ahem, colleagues even have some software now
that will try almost every word in the dictionary as a
password. It’s all automated too; I just sit back and
wait for it to find a match.

Head First: You said there was some hard stuff?
Can you give me an example?

Hacker: Well, there is a technique called Cross-

site scripting, or XSS. These attacks require us to
exploit a flaw in a website by inserting bad code into
a website URL. If the website is not checking its data
and input correctly, we could change records in the
database or even remove data altogether.

Head First: Why is this more difficult?

Hacker: You just need to spend a little more time
learning about the site and checking and testing
flaws. It’s just not as easy as trying passwords. The
thing is though, once we know what type of site
you’re using (WordPress, Drupal, Joomla, etc.) It’s
casier to target the security holes.

Head First: This is just fascinating stuff. Any final
words for our readers? Tips on making sites more
secure?

Hacker: Use strong passwords everywhere. Make
the hackers try the hard stuff; they’ll usually just
move on to the next easy target—there are plenty of
them out there.

Head First: Great advice; always a pleasure having
you 1n for a chat. Good luck with all those license
plates...
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stay updated

Keep your WordPress installation and plug-ins up-to-date

Before you consider any other ways to secure your WordPress site, the first thing you need to do
is make sure that your WordPress installation and plug-ins are all current. A large percentage of
attacks on WordPress sites happen to blogs that are using out-of-date software. When WordPress
finds security flaws and bugs, they are patched with updates regularly—don’t ignore the pleas to
update your software. The same logic applies to any plug-ins you have installed.

The u?da{:c menu item will show how many
/ updates are available for WordPress.

Helg:

Dashboard

dates

Updates "1

ease backup wour database and [8es, For help with updates, visit the Updating WordPress Codex page.

There is a new version of WordPress available for updarte

You are using a development version of WordPress, You can update to the latest nightly build automatically or download the nighthy build
and install jr manuakhy:

Update Automakicaity Drewnbaad mightly budd

Flugins

The following plugins have new sersions available, Check the ones you wand o update and then click “Update Phegin”
Update Pluging

Select All

. Akjzmek
Yiou dre runming wersion 2.2.7. Updale to 2.2.9.
Compatillivy with WardPress 3.0, 100% faccording to it suthesd
 Select Adl

Uipdare Plugins

From the update page, You ean also see
what plug—ins need to be updated.

Appearance

& Plugins @ <\

% i Nov\g with the main u?da‘[‘,c menu and Pag‘c, You Lfin
also see a Vlug-—'m uyda{:c Coum# in the mzm ?l?h—m
‘ﬂl Torle menu. ‘{ou ¢an initiate a ?lus—m u?da*{:c vom the

main update page or from the plug—in page.

Settings
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Avoid file uploads with automatic updates

Depending on your WordPress setup and your server configuration, you might be able

to use the WordPress automatic updater to install updates. Just like we saw earlier with
uploading images and video, the updater needs to be able to write to the file system. If it’s
not able to, it will ask for FTP connection information. WordPress recommends that you not
use this method and instead change the file permissions on your web server.

£

There is a new version of WordPress available for update | Depending on your
WordPress version You will

You are using a development version of WordPress. You can update to the | see an auwtomatic u?da'(:c

and install it manually: button along with a nighﬂ\/
build button (i‘(—‘ You have a

development version).

Update Automatically Download nightly build

Update Plugins E \

[ Select All Avfo—uyda{:ing Plug——ins tan
: also be initiated from the
[ Akismet update page. Here, Akismet,
You are running version 2.2.7. Update to 2.2.9. the spam Flug—in, has a new
Compatibility with WordPress 3.0: 100% (according to its author) version available.
[} Select All

. Connection Information
Don’t use the Connection 4

Information update :
method- Hostrame

Ta perform ihe requithed S1on, Gonneten miormalion H meguned

Uig rname

If the automatic updater can’t :
access the file system when : i

attempting to update, it will ask you for FTP : Conmection Type T
information and attempt to connect that way. :
According to WordPress, this won’t work
and you’ll need update WordPress manually.
Don’t panic, we’re about to get to that...

Watch it!

£ You see this seveen, you'll need 4o
u\?da‘f‘,c WordPress manua”\/-
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back it up

Use FTP to update WordPress if avtomatic updates dont work

Updating WordPress is pretty easy, even if you aren’t using automatic updates. All we need to
do is download the newest version of the WordPress system (or a specific plug-in that needs
updating), and copy the new files up to the web server.

o

246

Download most current WordPress and plug-in files.

For both plug-ins and WordPress itself, you need to download the updated files
to your local computer before you can do anything else. You’ll be able to find
their most curent versions on their respective websites.

Both WordPress and Akismet have different

download lotations. These downloads are
] / usually compressed into a ZIP file that will
need to be “unpacked” before you can use

Download WordPress {')\CWL
. . To be Saﬁc, Copy Your entive
Back up your original files. WordPress installation down to
Before you install the new files, back up what you’ve got right your lotal eomputer-. Stash it in a
now. Backing up WordPress and plug-ins before we upgrade c85i|\/ rccongizablc Lolder in ase
will ensure that we can “undo” the changes if something you have to veplace an\/{:hing.
goes wrong.
[ akismet
| ] feedburner-plugin
& hello.php peveron
) # nden.php
& index.php * seanseon
£ mhpmgadmin "
[ lux-vimeo-shortcode <L a
|| podcasting s ‘
# wp-appphe
#  wearomphn
# wp-Blaa-hesder.php
Chapter 7
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securing WordPress

Upload the new files to WordPress.

When updating plug-ins, you can replace the entire folder. For example,
Akismet 1s installed in /wp-content/plugins/akismet. When we upgrade, we can
just overwrite the /akismet folder. For a full WordPress system update, you want
to replace every file and folder except your wp-config.php and .htaccess files
and the /wp-content dircctory (this is where all of our uploaded files, themes,
and plug-ins live—we want to keep those the same).

When updating Plug—ins it's usually OK 4o iust
veplace the entive diveetory. | )Z:u’rc ho‘E) ]

sure, back up fivst and then cheek the plug—i
author’s dotumentation. S

B index.php

(] akismet
E feedburner-plugin
# hello.php
2 oot 2 index.php
X [ ] lux-vimeo-shortcode
E podcasting

Don't delete or veplace your /wp—content divettory
unless You want 4o lose all of Your Plug—ins and themes
You tan also leave w\?—-comcig.\?h\? alone to avoid having
to rc-—{:\/yc all of Your database information.

Be extra careful with /wp-
content if you have custom

When eopying new files, seleet themes.

everything but the Lon"'igu\ra‘[:ion ™.
file :land \3?-—con‘{:cn{‘,~ We want to W&f@h lt!

If you accidently replace /wp-content
leave those alone.

and all you have is downloaded
plug-ins and themes—those can be replaced.
But if you made your own theme, it might not
be as easy. Exercise caution when you update
WordPress and mind your custom files.
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safety first

Secure users make secure websites

Now that your WordPress installation and plug-ins are up-to-date, you can focus your attention
on the next most vulnerable aspect of your WordPress site: your users. Users need to gain
access to WordPress for many different functions, most of which involve modifying the system
(adding a post, changing an email address, moderating a comment). Because of this, you need
to make sure everyone is using secure usernames and passwords and that they only have access
to the functions they need (see previous chapters on user roles).

[l

248

The main veason You want to ¢hange
Yyour username is that it's well known
as the default one for WordPress,
which makes brute foree attempts

on Your site even easier as the hacker
Always use strong passwords. You should strive to get the WordPress °"]‘/ has to guess Your password.
password meter into the green and avoid dictionary words whenever

possible. Weak passwords can become your biggest security

Make sure usernames are unique and never use the “admin” default for
administration accounts. If you’re really paranoid, don’t use the same
username you use on other web applications or social networking sites.

headache. The WordPress password meter
will tell You how s{‘,\rong Your
........ pres I you would like to change the password fype 2 new one, Oiherwise \78sswo\rd is and gjive you {:i?s on

how to write strong passwords.

sEsEssEREEEE Tvoe your Aew passwond sgain,

Hifil: THe pDassng

IEFRErs, Aumoers and Sy & A / /

Srrang

lona. Ta r é

Be smart about user roles. Only give users as much access as they

require to do their job. Keep access to administrative user accounts  Fo Thanks for Mutton our
. . . )

to one or two people and limit the number of users that can publish

. 1d lir users are spread out atross the
content or modify the live site.

voles o limit who ean publish
to the blog,

I"I'.‘:Iidi USE} 'S .'I.v!lii. MNew

All Administrator (1 Editor Caontributor

* Do this! ’w

The admin user wasn’t changed when Thanks for Mutton was first
created. Log in to the WordPress dashboard and change the “admin”
username in the user settings.

Chapter 7
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securing WordPress

[+ looks like the username Ffield is disabled in the
profile settings. Looks like we can't thange our
username from heve.

Mame \L

Usernamae admin

Usernames cannot be changed.

First Name

Last Mame . ,
What gives? I can't

edit the username.

Nickname (required) admin

admin

Authors & Users

Add Mew The Frmcilc Page is the only

place in the admin dashboard
that displays our user
in‘('\orma{:ion, and it won’{: let us
¢thange our username...

Your Profile

a @wnmu
PAWEWR

Where are your username and password
actually stored? Could that help you figure out
another way to change your admin username?

you are here » 249
Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



exercise solution

Edit your database to change usernames

Once you've created a user in WordPress—any user, not just the admin—you can’t change their
username from the dashboard any longer. You can change how a user’s First and Last names appear
on the live site, but the username they log into the site with isn’t editable. In order to modify the
username after it has been created, we need to edit our database and user table directly.

H" Your using Media Tc:u?lc, You tan 5c{: ) Ph?M\/Admih
b\/ clicking on the admin button next 4o Yyour database.

We took a quick peek at

3 Admin Delete PhpMyAdmin in Chapter |
MF SQL I;":} E as a way +o thetk our new

[INm____—— need it again.

T TP Ty -_-anl.l-i -

s e L AT

php

B v s 1 S 1

Wealcoma to phpMyAdr. acee s e § K P g Sl
e [ —————— N ]
N . B L FITT v P2 A Tomm ¢ e i &
Language () oo D i, s 77 i P
. A B ;
| English ise-BE59- 1 it i -l W e it
Y —— E“‘"'""
e Pririigen 2 imcm phasieks
¥ b P oy
in@ — e e e ]
M Perran
Usarname: [ g [ —
[ ———
— |
Passwaord: Yol
B fape
B gt
[ T

phpl

= e v e Rl e

m Cookines must be enabled past this pg
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You don’t have to be a database or MySQL ninja to do this.

"Tools like phpMyAdmin help you work with databases using familiar interfaces that look a = :
lot like web forms. You’re able to access your database, look at all your tables (more on that :
in a second), and change things easily. We'll take a quick look at how a database is setup in

: general before diving in and changing our admin username.

Chapter 7
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securing WordPress

Patabases are made up of tables

So all along we’ve been referring to the web server that hosts WordPress, but in reality, the computer that runs the
web server also runs what we call a database server. That’s where your MySQL database lives (or multiple databases,
in many cases). You communicate with a database server in a language it can understand, which in this case is SQL.
A database server typically runs alongside a web server on the same server computer, working together in concert
reading and writing data, and delivering web pages.

The web server protesses web
page rcqucs'ES, vuns PHP sdviy{;s, Server computer

and veturns HTML eontent. \ Data MySQL database

Client browser

The database server
veads and writes data
from/to the database. The database itself is o(:{:cvt

stoved as Files on a havd drive,
buk it doesn't necessavily have to

MySQL databases are organized into tables, which store information as rows

and columns of related data. Most web applications use one or more tables be.
inside a single database, sort of like different file folders within a file cabinet.
— A database
A MYSQL database server EF= ‘ tan tontain
tan tontain muH:iPlc databases. ‘ muH‘j\?lc tables.
— |
E:
- ]

Geek Bits

For Mac users, there's a better solution for modifying MySQL. Sequel Pro (http://sequelpro.
com) is an open source database management tool that allows you to modify and administer
local and remote databases. It's a must-have for serious site owners.

you are here » 251
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phpmyAdmin

On most web hosts, the easiest way to change data in your database is to use the MySQL
administration tool that comes with your hosting. For most of us that’s going to be

phpMyAdmin—a browser-based tool that allows use to see a visual representation of our
database and it’s tables, and then make modifications accordingly.

G Log in to phpMyAdmin.

Before we can do anything to our database, we need to log in to phpMyAdmin using our

database username and password.

phply
Walcoma to phphyAdmin 2.11.0
Laegrage (0
s s a3 3
Leginn
I
Pansmord:

(¢]

[T oo sl b svsablend pact Bia sl

Your hosting tompany may
have different protedures for
using ?h\?MyAdmih. £ \/ou'\rc
not on Media Temple, theek
their dotumentation before

moving forward.

e Back up your database.

This database holds all the content for our entire site—it’s important. As we saw earlier, the
best way to make sure important files stay safe is to back them up, and databases are no

exception. We’ll cover this in more detail later in the chapter.

i B Bt s
S Tl s
CY =

| e

- g e ey
.
o S n e e
om BRT R 5 md | e e
e e e L

oo
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Select your database from the main
dropdown in the left sidebar.

At the top of the window, click the tab that
says “Export.” You'll then see a list of all the
tables in your database in the left column.

Make sure all the tables are selected and that
both “data” and “structure” are checked

for export. Then click “Go” and save the
exported file to your computer for safe
keeping. We can re-import this later if need
be, and we’ll have our database restored to
how it was before the backup.
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securing WordPress

e Show the wp_users table.
Once you have a backup safely stowed on your local machine, go back to the
“Structure” tab, open up the wp_users table and find the admin user. The user
is one row in the wp_users table.

thankstormution (11) /;o\r:)\rcss stores our username as user_login in the

x MYSQL database. This is the field (or one cell in
e the vow) we'll need to ehange to update the admin
E ::::-::1-“: username in WordPress.
B wn_nopsians

user_pass user_nicename
7 1 admin SP3BKdIch2kZILI0ySaVigknomPx7PLUQY  admin

Check All / Uncheck All With selected: »* ¥ B

This long string is called a hash. [t's a seeure way of
storing passwords so that if Your data is ever stolen,
attackers can't Figwc out your login eredentials.

e Update the admin username.
Clicking the pencil icon will take you to an edit form for that table row. Change the user_
login field to something other than “admin” and click Go. We now should be able to log
in to WordPress using our new username. Remember, pick a unique username that isn’t in
the dictionary and would be very difficult to just guess!

N Browse =< b MsoL | Search #insert [eEwport [[fimport $EOperations [FEmply K Orop
Flaid Typa Function Hull Valur
B i) unsigned | T Te
{imar_ogi ]| — imadministates
{Raar. wacharll) [ R 3PSEKdBohZkZILIOySavigXnomPx TPLUGL
uBEY_nicEnama warchanS0) | E e
LIaC_ e varchasi10d) J adminEthanksformutton.com

umar_urd warchas 100} E

user_ragisiaeed datetime & 2009-12-28 16:03.03 | ]
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a very fine username

LIsprmame

aii Onte our database is wpdated loa in to
tfmadministrator pdated we can log in
Thanks for Mutton using the new username. No
—— ‘N more insecure admin!
—

[ remamber ae Log In

Username tfmadministrator Usernames cannot be changed.
First Mame

Lasr Name

Nickname ireguired) admin

Display name publicly as admin .

Notice that thanging the username didn't aH,.cr any of the
“display name publiely as” settings. These remain the same
and ¢an be changcd Lrom within the dashboard.

thereqare no ;S
Dumb Questions

Q,: Why can’t you just change the Q,: Can’t hackers just guess my Q,: Are there other “insecure”
username from the dashboard? new username too? How is this more usernames like admin?

secure?
AZ That's a great question. This A: The only reason “admin” is insecure
was a design decision by WordPress A: Yes, hackers could just guess your on WordPress is that it's well known as
programmers and that functionality never username but that's twice as hard as just the default username. Other systems may
made it to the dashboard. Our guess is it guessing only your password. By adding have different known defaults and pose
was done for security and administrative another variable (the unknown username) different security risks to the site owner.
purposes. brute force attacks become less effective. Best case is to never use the default.
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securing WordPress

Add wmore security to WordPress by protecting wp-adwmin

There is one final thing we can do to make the WordPress dashboard and all your user
accounts a little more secure. As you might remember, the /wp-admin directory is actually
accessible in a browser window if someone knows how to navigate to it. It’s another well-
known vulnerability for WordPress sites. By adding a second layer of authentication to the
/wp-admin directory, we can force users to enter two sets of credentials to gain access to
the site. That alone should ward off many potential hackers.

When you browse to /wp—admin You are presented
with a |ogin sétreen ('hc \/ou)\rc not a|\rcad\/ |033cd in).
From heve, intruders tould immcdia'[:cly start Jcr\/'mg

to 9ain access to Your site.

WordPress

[ Tal:] Thanks tae bk g i

H - T T e E ey u
Lale lwlle o - wo e e e A

The w?—admiv‘\{—‘a“ﬁ

ivettory tontains a )
i\\c si{:c\/(:ilcs for the wp-admin
WordPress dashboard.
Protecting this will stop
any wnauthovized access
4o the dashboard.

@WURDPRESS

wp-content

We ¢an add an extra Ia\/cr of setwi{:\/ b\/

This site is asking you 1o login. Please provide your usernams

treating what is ealled an “authentication vealm” and password,

on our web sevver that will ?vom?‘{‘, anyone St :
{‘x\/ing 4o actess /wp—admin and its childven with D::m ::':’:‘:T:‘::;:‘:::
a username and password dialog box.

Once they've passed the first authentication,
‘{:hc\/ ¢an log in to WordPress using their site

username and password.

Seem Jike too much hassle? It’s much easier 1o {ype
1wo sefs of usernames and passwerds than it is 1o
rewrie a year’s worth of pests and pages...
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your credentials, please

Create a new authentication realm

The easiest way to create a new authentication realm (also known as HT'TP Basic
Authentication) on your web server is to use your hosting panel. Most hosts—Media Temple
included—allow you to create these from within your account settings.

0 Log in to your web host and find the password protect directory
option.
This should be located in your primary domain settings.

TI - | Password Protect Folders

n] Create and manage password
protection of web folders.

Weh Users

Web User Groups

e Add a user for the new realm.
We need to create a new “user” for our realm. This is really just the username/
password combination that people will use to log in to the realm.

((Protect a new folder |

—_—
| Add a new web user )

':'L.lur!d a new wel group :!

Un.rn.u:nm'P.usunrd' Usemarme

Password: ssssssss

Conlirm:

Group Membership:
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o

Choose a folder to protect.
We need to select a folder (in our case /wp-admin) that will be protected by the
realm. All files and folders within this folder will also be protected

securing WordPress

Foddar
¢ fiiank sformstion com iktml jwp - admin

Desctiplion

Gmup Accews

User Accans Awalahle

add s
Give Your vealm a deseription too.

This will show up with the username = rRmove
and password boxes when some one -
tries to log in.

Confirm your settings.
Before you leave your web server control panel, make sure your new realm
settings are correct.

Frocted Folders {_Proiea a new felder |

BATION COMA Peail _J d

et i

Web Lisers [(A22 5 naw weh utr |

o o ¢

=i

Web User Groups (A3 3 e b grong )
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hackers be gone

—TesTt DRive

sl Whain br Warize - Log b

L7 JL4 [ =3 usaemame comies - acema

T —
- Thet 1w 1 kg g5 70 ki, RSN g wRar ERIREAE
aad pavannnd

S trkrtarmston coan B0
Bk Thiski for Usen Admie

£ You naViga{:c to /WP—-admih

on Your blogls URL, You should
be presented with a drop down
authentication box (this may look
slightly diffevent depending on

Your browser).

bimsr §les pyy jensdeal

Onte they pass the HTTP
authentication, users tan
tontinue IO%'mg in 4o the
main WordPress dashboard.

<Location /wp-admin>

AuthType basic
You don’t need to use your hosting panel to add an HTTP .
authentication realm. In fact, you can add the all necessary AR AEE L ACHLA SArEL
info right to your .htaccess file. For more information on AuthUserFile /passwds
creating your own authentication realms, check out the
Apache manual pages: http://httpd.apache.org/docs/2.2/
howto/auth.html. </Location>

Require valid-user
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securing WordPress

Security by obscurity

WordPress sometimes gets a bad rap for security—some of it founded in actual vulnerabilities,
but most of it is based on exaggeration and/or people not doing the work to secure their
WordPress sites properly. Security is not something most web frameworks are good at, especially
not without some forethought from programmers and site administrators. Websites also
become more vulnerable when the attacker knows what type of system the site is running on
and can try specific hacks for that platform. Basically, if a hacker knows we’re using WordPress,
he knows where to start breaking in. What’s the best way around this? Make WordPress act like
something other than WordPress.

Identify parts of the (hacked) Thanks for Mutton site that might identify it as a WordPress blog.
A Hint: don’t be afraid to check out the “view source” option for your site in a web browser to see if
Exeu‘se there is anything under the hood that might identify TFM as WordPress-powered.

Xl Nol | und | Thisks lor Ml

Lale Mk #any | e cvorrunca e, e [ &

Thanks for Mutton

Thanks for klutios
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exercise solution

Identify parts of the (hacked) Thanks for Mutton site that might identify it as a WordPress blog.
Hint: don’t be afraid to check out the “view source” option for your site in a web browser to see if

o

_|§e there is anything under the hood that might identify TFM as WordPress-powered.
LutiON
|£ ?rc{:{‘,\/ permalinks aven't enabled, Using the default WordPress theme is also a
the URL of our site tan give tlue that we might be, well, using WordPress.
away the fact that we've using We've not going to change that vight now, but
WordPress to power the site. we ¢an still make it a bit less obvious.

a Lo | Lok [0 reez s tbstorrwsen anaive o2 =13 3

Thanks for Mutton

The Powered by WordPress
|ogo is Frcfty muth a dead
giveaway that we've using
Mot Found WordPress.

Thari s 120 Wufion

£ 70u|ook at the page
sourte You an see other

meta tags that may also

5‘|vc us away- \

<link rel="EditURI" type="application/rsd+xml" title="RSD" href="http:// ké
|| thanksformutton.com/xmlrpc.php?rsd" />

<link rel="wlwmanifest" type="application/wlwmanifest+xml" href="http://
thanksformutton.com/wp-includes/wlwmanifest.xml" />

<link rel='index' title='Thanks for Mutton' href='http://thanksformutton.com' />

<meta name="generator" content="WordPress 3.0-betal" />

260 Chapter 7

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>


http://thanksformutton.com/xmlrpc.php?rsd
http://thanksformutton.com/xmlrpc.php?rsd
http://thanksformutton.com/wp-includes/wlwmanifest.xml
http://thanksformutton.com/wp-includes/wlwmanifest.xml
http://thanksformutton.com

securing WordPress

You can learn a lot about a site by looking at its head

You can learn a lot about a site and how it works by viewing the source in a browser and
checking out the link and meta tags in the <head> section of the HTML.

We've looking at the browser source of the TFM
home page, but the tode that generates this rTML
- is lotated in the header.php theme file so Yyou tould

ey | look theve instead.
——

e

<link rel="EditURI" type="application/rsd+xml" title="RSD" href="http://
thanksformutton.com/xmlrpc.php?rsd" />

<link rel="wlwmanifest" type="application/wlwmanifest+xml" href="http://
thanksformutton.com/wp-includes/wlwmanifest.xml" />

<link rel='index' title='Thanks for Mutton ref="http://thanksformutton.com' />

<meta name="generator" content="WordPress 3.0-betal"

The most obvious ¢lue that we've Yunning A"KE‘MC \/0!: ha):/c ? link o file that
WordPress is the HTML tag that tells, in veterentes “wp it's a good bet that
fact, that we ave using WordPress version WordPress is involved.

3.0 Beta |. That's like leaving the key to

Your house under the front doormat...

rpen your pencil
\‘-. Let’s get rid of the most obvious WordPress give-away, the meta

tag “generator.” Examine header.php in your template directory to
see if you can remove it from the page.
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sharpen solution

arpen your pencil
\‘.. solutlun Let’s get rid of the most obvious WordPress giveaway, the meta

tag “generator.” Examine header.php in your template directory to
see if you can remove it from the page.

<?php
/**

* The Header for our theme.

*

*/ Remember, the header-php file
tonkains the templates for the head
e of our HTML, exactly wheve that
<'DOCTYPE html> generator tag is located.
<html <?php language attributes(); ?>>
<head>

<meta charset="<?php bloginfo( ‘charset’ ); ?>" />

<link rel="profile” href="http://gmpg.org/xfn/11"” />

<link rel="stylesheet” type="text/css” media="all” href="<?php bloginfo (
‘stylesheet url’ ); 2>" />

<?php if ( is_singular() ) wp_enqueue script( ‘comment-reply’ ); 2>

<link rel="pingback” href="<?php bloginfo( ‘pingback url’ ); 2>" />

<?php wp_head(); ?>

1

<link rel="alternate” type="application/rss+xml” title="Podcast: Thanks fo;
Mutton” href="http://feeds.feedburner.com/mmmmmutton” />

—
——
e

—
e

header.php
[ looks like all those meta and link

tags ave being genevated by a PHP
funetion called wp_head().

We're not going to be able to turn off the generator
tag from the header.php file. We'll need to find the
file where the PHP functions are coded instead...
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securing WordPress

Open the functions.php theme file.

Scroll all the way to the bottom (especially if you’re using the twentyten theme). If you don’t have

a functions.php file you can create one in the main theme directory.

/**

Comments widget.
*/
function twentyten remove recent comments style() {
global $wp widget factory;

remove action( ‘wp head’, array( $wp widget factory-

}

add _action( ‘widgets init’,

* Removes the default styles that are packaged with the Recent

>widgets [ ‘WP_Widget Recent Comments’], ‘recent comments style’ ) ),

‘twentyten remove recent comments style —
- - - - —

e
e

functions.php
Add a remove action call to disable the generator tag.
WordPress allows us to add and remove actions within the system,
including the wp_head(). We can use the remove_action() function to
disable the meta generator tag:
function twentyten remove recent comments style() {
global $wp widget factory;
remove action( ‘wp_head’, array( Swp widget factory-
>widgets [ ‘WP_Widget Recent Comments’], ‘recent comments style’ ) );
}
add action( ‘widgets init’, ‘twentyten remove recent comments style’ );
_-1|
remove_action(‘wp_head’, ‘wp_generator’); —
—
e
—
This function will vemove the single genevator meta tag but leave
fhe vest of the dotument head intact. This will ensure that functions.php

other sevvices, like the podeast, stay funetional.
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that’s better

%BUI.I.ET POINTS

= Good security starts with good passwords.

m  Astrong password is a word or phrase that is
longer than eight characters, contains some
special symbols, and isn't a standalone dictionary
word.

= Always keep WordPress and any installed plug-ins
up-to-date so your software reflects the latest
security updates.

Avoid using the default WordPress “admin”
username. Make sure you change it during the
initial install of WordPress or use a database
manager like phpMyAdmin or Sequel Pro to
change it after the fact.

Use security by obscurity to keep would-be
hackers from attempting WordPress-specific
attacks on your site.

264 Chapter 7

I feel better already. You know,
given that this could happen anytime—
we really should have a backup plan for
the site. It would have been nice to

just replace the posts that got deleted.

!
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securing WordPress

Back up early, back up often

Backups are probably the single most important security measure you can take for your site. In
the rare event that your site is irreversibly hacked or suffers a server crash, a backup may be the
only recovery option. They are often overlooked by new site owners who are just concerned
with getting their blogs off the ground and are not worrying about replacing a broken database
or files that have gone missing. Everyone from the novice blogger to the professional webmaster

should be backing up all important data and files regularly, and to a location that’s no# on the
main web server.

[ —

WordPress

T
] g .
wp-admin
I >

thanksformutton_db

wp-content i . 6
| your computer
H: YYou can't back up ;
everything, make sure you

B\/ backing up Your entive WordPress
divectory, you tan make sure that
all your plug—ins, themes, and
settings are presevved.

=

—

e : so back up everythin
ot least get /wp—contert (5 Without a database backup ke the anc ue Z:ch:lii;ﬁ art v, which
and WF”"‘°“£i5'?h?' _ y did a ‘ng pages back, You Lou.ld yo{cn‘ball\/ ) d idea %o do ‘(:or ever ‘[:h'mg

wp-config.php lose all the tontent on Your site. l£ YYou s @ goo + N Y
N want 4o be able 4o veplace deleted posts or o Your own computer anyhow...
pages—database backups are a must.
Emise If you didn’t do this earlier when we covered installing WordPress updates manually, then log in
’ to your site using your FTP client and copy your main WordPress directory down to your local
computer.
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Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



exercise solution

If you didn’t do this earlier when we covered installing WordPress updates manually, then log in

. to your site using your FTP client and copy your main WordPress directory down to your local
E 15e computer.

Lution

Q Login to your web server using FTP.

One you’re on the server, navigate to the main WordPress installation directory.

Use the same login evedentials as
before (when we weve installing).

£ ~—

We want to back up the entive
WordPress divettory, so find
the lotation of the main install
(it should be \')us{: /WordPress or
/ ?ublic_h'bmn.

e Download the entire WordPress installation to your local computer.
Copy your WordPress installation to your desktop by dragging the directory that contains all your
WordPress files from your FTP client to your computer’s desktop or another location on your computer.
This will capture your entire WordPress installation, including any themes, plug-ins, or special settings
you’ve made.

=

—

DCPcnd'mg on how many u?'oads,
plug—ins, and themes you have,
this download ¢ould take a bit
of time. Be ?a‘{:icn{:——*{:his is an
im‘?o\r‘t&n{; s{;c‘?.

=0 -

public_htmi —.I-TI

public_html
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This is your backup solution?
T have to manually do this

every time?! Now I see why
no one ever backs up their
blogs.

Use plug-ins for remote, automated backups

Although downloading files manually is a safe, simple way of backing up your

files, it can be come cumbersome as your site gets larger and you begin to require
more frequent backups. You also have to remember to do it frequently! The best
way to manage WordPress backups is with a plug-in. Just as they can be useful for
functionality on our blog, plug-ins can also help us manage backups by automatically
copying site and database files to a remote storage location.

We ave going to use the Automatic
WordPress Bakup plug—in to take care of
our automated batkups. You an download
and install this plug—in Lreom: http://

: d/plugins/automatic—
automatic-WordPress-backup MW/::jE:z:Eg{::\f/cn e |

i

Backup schedule: Daily -

Parts of your blog to back up

¥ Config file and htaccess ——
M Database dump / This plug—in will take cave of

™ Themes folder everything we need in tevms of
# Plugins folder backup. [t will even back up our
# Uploaded content MYSRL. database so we don't
have a vepeat of the latest
M Delete backups older than one month Thanks for Mutton missing
# Keep a monthly backup for one year content issue.

[ Keep manual backups forever < I

Save Changes Save Changes and Backup Now
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separate storage

Pon’t store backups on your web server

One way for your site to go “down” is for your hosted web server to fail. If you have your
backups stored there then, well...that won’t help you very much. Once of the best features
of the Automatic WordPress Backup (AWB) plug-in is that it stores your backups on
Amazon’s Simple Storage Service. At its basic level, Amazon Simple Storage (or S3) is a
giant hard drive that’s distributed across thousands of servers all over the world. You can
put as much data on the service as you wish and you only pay for the storage and transfer
that you use.

Awmazon $3

In order for our Automatic WordPress Backup plug-in to work, we need to have

Amazon S3 configured. Think of S3 as just another web server with FTP access—

you can read and write files just like you do when you install or backup WordPress.

Amazon ealls their Lolders “buckets” and You
have 1o set up at least one butket {o stove
Your files. Piek a unique name; each bucket

— - must be diffevent.
b —
-+ ____r}
If ==

Our web sevver (or any other tomputer)

tan write ‘Fil +o Am n S3 just lik
Amazon has a fon of sevvers that they use to store any other filzss\/s'&m.au ) ‘

all your data. They call this rcdundav\c\/—hc one (or
move) of the sevvers fails, theve’s still plenty of
sevvers available o keep your stuff.

£ You don't alrcad\/ have an S3 attount, You
¢an treate one at http:// aws.amazon.tom/s3.

Geek Bits

If you've heard people talking about “the cloud” this is what they're referring to: shared
but distributed resources, like software, server space, and even data are provided to
computers and other devices “on demand.” Think of it like the electricity grid, where
power is diverted/moved around based on where it is currently needed most.
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Connect avtomated backups to Amazon $3

Automatic WordPress Backup

You need to select a valid 53 bucket. I you tried to cre

A5 Access Eey

AWS legrel Key

Saen Changes Savr Chasges and Bachup Hew

Download recent backups

Before You tan move forward with
AWB we need to provide it with our

Amazon actcess and seevet key. This is
like a username and ?asswo\rd ‘("or ouvr

$3 accoun{:.

, # Keep a monthly backup for one year
/ [ Keep manual backups forever

Onte Your bucket and backu\z options
ave selected you tan Cho‘:;sc ‘Save
Changes and Backup Now” 4o vun the
backup vight away.

Restoring your backups

Restoring files is as easy as pulling down your backups from

S3 (some FTP clients, like Transmit, will allow you to connect

directly to S3). The database, on the other hand, will take a bit
more work. Thankfully you’re already somewhat familiar with
the phpMyAdmin interface, which is what we’ll use to get our

data back on Thanks for Mutton. Let’s get that going...

Automatic WordPress Backup

AWS Access Koy DEZUPLUMSYS 1BEYIMIES
AWS Secret Key  sesssssssssnssnsssrnnen

53 Bucker Name: = thanksformumon-wp

ak

Ur create a bucket:

Backup schedule; = Disabled %

Parts of your hlng ta back. up
® Config file and htaccess
@ Database dump

i Themes folder

M Flugins folder

# Uploaded content

# Delete backups older than cne month

Save Changes Save Changes and Backup Now

Download recent backups

) i P 0 7. 2010 03:19

I£ the backup was suctessful, You should

see a link and date stamp of your new
S$3 backup,

T——
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you’re restored!

Import a backed-up database using phpMyAdwmin

(} 2010-06-07-1519.zip

The main backup omes in a sin le ZIP arthive.
We need o double—click that file to get to the
divectory of backups undecneath. They've all
labeled by the date they weve treated.

In the case of Thanks For Mutton, all would not be lost if we’d just
backed up our database. To finish the chapter, let’s say we did have
that handy backup stored on S3, and now we just need to get it
back onto our database server. We can do this using phpMyAdmin’s
import feature.

o Log in to phpMyAdmin. 2010-06-07-1519

Just like you did when you we’re backing up the database earlier in the
chapter...

e Select the Thanks for Mutton database.

We don’t want to import this to the wrong table so make sure you are
replacing the right one.
wp-s3-database-backup.sql

We need to find the SQL file, as
this is the backuy for our database.

9 Select the import tab and upload your SQL file.
The SQL files contains the structure and data from our database and
will restore our site to the state it was when the backup was taken.

Once this import is finished, we should see the original Thanks for
Mutton site.

Phew! Now we can get back

Onte Your backup is vestored, the site should be
\')us{: like it was before You lost everything.

Thanks for bution

-

Tha fimnes Pss Fosp Mo oo maimgs e
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on inhalable coffee...
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securing

4 Your WordPress Toolbox

You’ve got Chapter 7 under
your belt and now you’ve
added security and backups to
your tool box. Next up, making your

WordPress site run super fast!

%BUI.I.ET POINTS

Unfortunately, not everyone (or everything)

on the Web has good intentions. Although it's
rare for sites to be completely taken down by
“hackers,” it's still smart to protect your site from
some of the more well-known attacks.

m  Keeping your WordPress installation, plug-
ins, and themes up-to-date is one of the best
security measures you can take.

m  Using strong, secure passwords is your first line
of defense against brute-force attacks—people

®  Change the default admin username to
something else, using phpMyAdmin or some

or robots simply guessing your login information.

other database management tool.

Creating an additional authentication “realm”
(or an .htacess password) in addition to your
WordPress authentication can add an extra
layer of protection between your dashboard
login and rest of the world.

Always back up your files. Even if you have the
most secure installation available, things can still
happen and data can be lost.

Automate backups using a plug-in and store
your backups off site (or “in the cloud”) for extra
protection.
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8 making wordpress fast

*

ZT ime for the passing lane *

Well, it sure looks fast, but I
haven't even seen it leave the
driveway yet...!

Speed is important online.

A fast-loading site isn’t just about keeping visitors around. Yes, if your site doesn’t load
quickly then people might just wander off, but a slow site also gets dinged in search
results from the likes of Google, meaning fewer people will actually find your site in the
first place. Beyond just increasing your horsepower, you'll also learn how to use caching,
database optimization, and additional hosting options to beef up your site to handle more

traffic, too.

this is a new chapter 273
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now what?

Not again...

Just as things were starting to settle down, it looks like Thanks
for Mutton is having some problems again.

[ Tal] B gt it
il i ¥ e i con 2

Safari can't conmect 1o the server
Saften Can'1 4u4m o peie B hesriem e o beCE SaN AN ST 1 T e
:

T told you my piece
on the etymology of
paprika would be a hit...

Maybe, but look at our
visitor stats for just a
few hours ago: 15,000
visitors in 10 minutes!

Didn't we just do all that
work to make the site

safe from hackers? This
looks really bad.
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Mark

- @’yvtxuw
PAWEWR

making WordPress fast

Laura: Wait, how do you know how many people have been
visiting the site? I thought the Feedburner stats only told us
about our RSS feed subscriptions, not the visitors to the site
overall.

Mark: Oh yeah, I didn’t get that from Feedburner, I'm getting
our site stats from Google.

Bob: Google? OK, I know that Google does a lot of things, but
how 1in the world does it know how many people are visiting our
site?

Mark: Well, you have to sign up for it as a service from Google,
but when a visitor comes to Thanks for Mutton, our web server
“logs” a whole bunch of information about that person.

Laura: Information? What kind of information? Like their
name and where they live? That seems a bit creepy...

Mark: Not quite. We don’t know specifically which people come
to the site, but we do know a whole bunch of useful stuff: what
kind of computer/browser they are using, where in the world
they live (their general area, not an address or the like), and how
long they stayed on the site.

Bob: Oh, that’s pretty cool. So we could even look at which
pages they visit the most (or which ones people hardly visit at
all)?

Mark: Exactly. And not only does that allow us to help decide
which content is most popular so we can plan future articles
and videos, but it might also provide some clues about why the
site isn’t showing up at all right now...

Laura: Oh, I get it. If we look at traffic from before today, we
typically have a couple hundred visitors a day, maybe close to a
thousand max if we write a really popular article. But today we
just had 15,000 visitors in 10 minutes. What could cause a spike
like that?

Think back to how your web server handles web page requests, and what it has to do to put
together a WordPress page (you can also take a look at Chapter 1 again for a refresher). How
do you think a sudden “spike” (or increase) in visitors to your site might affect the web server?
Before we solve that mystery, let's get Google Analytics rolling for Thanks for Mutton...
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who’s there?

Keep an eye on your traffic with Google Analytics

Every time a user visits a page on your site, a whole host of information is made available to

the web server about where that person came from, what type of computer and browser they

use and how long they stayed on the site. This information is important in helping us figure out

both who our audience is and what their technical requirements are, but it’s also super helpful

in deciding and how much server space and power we need to handle the traffic. Google

Analytics is a service that easily integrates into WordPress and will give us all the data we need

about our site visitors.

This is our dashboard in
ﬁooglc Ah&h/{:ids (don't
worry, we'll get it set up in

a scCond).

The main line graph in the dashboard shows daily

every page on our site. We ¢an use this information to
help us make the site perform better.
ks Dasaglour - Googi Ansirecs ;
| M-,p;_r_rm.rg:qum_uu:-p:xrnp:ﬂnq.'h-nrhuu-h:bqrnh[a:-hmmz'.-lmmuq [ iﬂ.— Coogie H
=] [ER] ST -
™
Pushibesm May 25, 2010 - Jun 24, 2010 -
] u el

We also gc{: a3 bunth of data about how
many visitors we've had, intluding the
lengith of time they stayed on our site.
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In the main éoog|c Ana|\/{:i(,s
dashboard, we tan see a map showing
where in the world our visitors ave
Loming ‘From.
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Integrating Google Analytics with WordPress

The only thing you need to do to get your site to work with Google Analytics is to add a small bit
of JavaScript to the header of every page that you want tracked. This can be done by copying
code that Google gives you to the header.php template file. To make things even easier, we’ll give
you the code here and show you where to put it.

o Sign up for Google Analytics.
You should already have a Google account from when you installed Feedburner. You can use the same

login info to create an account at www.google.com/analytics. From there, add your WordPress site as a
“Website Profile.”

o Copy/paste the tracking code.
You can find your code in the “Profile Settings” page for your site. It is the same code that any other
site would use to implement tracking, except it has a user ID specific to your site. We’ve provided the
code below, and all you have to do is change the ID to match what Google gave you in your site profile.

/= =\ Reapy Bake
> R 399 BaK MI/c .wan‘t to place the Google Analyties eode (in bold) Jjust above the
ﬁ. Cope Closing </head> tag in the header template. This bit of ¢ode wil be

run every time a user visits 3 Page on our site.

header.php

<?php wp_head(); 2>
<script type="text/javascript”> Replace this text (UA-XXX) with your own
var gaq = gaq || [1; user |D. Google uses this o know that the
_gaq.push(['_setAccount’, ‘UA-XXX']); trakfie it is {‘-‘fat'-king is assotiated with Your
site.
_gaq.push(['_trackPageview’]) e
(function() {
var ga = document.createElement (‘script’); ga.type = ‘text/javascript’; ga.async =
true;
ga.src = (‘https:’ == document.location.protocol ? ‘https://ssl’ : ‘http://www’) +

‘.google-analytics.com/ga.js’ ;

var s = document.getElementsByTagName (‘script’) [0]; s.parentNode.insertBefore (ga,
s);

N QO:;

</script> —
</head>

Make sure the eode is pasted just above
the elosing </head> tag,
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the truth is out there

Your site traffic has a lot to say...

There’s a ton more we could get into about analyzing your site traffic, but for
now we’re just going to step back and look at the bigger picture. A bird’s-eye

view can help you spot interesting trends (hot topics as they start to emerge
on your site), or significant trouble spots.

o On the most vetent day, you ¢an
This is a graph from Google see the huge spike in {:\ra&:ié- ls it
Analyties showing our website a hatker (DoS) attack, or maybe
traffie for the last 30 days. something else?

< WisiE

Download from Wow! eBook
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I£ we look at the TFM traffic stats,
we tan see it's been (:airl\/ tonsistent
for the last 30 days.

... but it can’t tell you everything

Google Analytics 1s a great tool, but it’s not a mind reader. Once you’ve
found some trends (or a big change) in your site traffic, you may need
to use other tools or approaches to figure out what is causing the traffic
changes on your site. This could include site surveys, customer research,

and more. (Check out Head First Web Design for some great techniques to
learn more about your site visitors).

Looks like it’s time to start digging...

278 Chapter 8

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>


Boykma
Text Box
Download from Wow! eBook
    <www.wowebook.com>



making WordPress fast

T just did a quick Internet
search, and found out that my
paprika article made the front
page of Digg. Sweet! Except
that with the site down, now no
one can read it...

You've been Dugg

Digg.com is a social news aggregation site where users submit stories that are then
voted up or down by other members of the site. The most popular stories make it
to the front page and are potentially seen by millions of people around the world
(people call this getting “Dugg™). Sites featured on the home page could see 100s or

even 1000s of page views per second—traffic that could bring even the most well-
prepared sites to their knees.

lni{:ially, the server slows way
down, but after 3 Frolongcd
peviod of heavy £rakfic, the
server will eventually stops
responding al{:ogc{:he\r.

Your artitle 56{:5 on the home page of
Digg and thousands of veadevs cliek
on a link to \Your site.

These visits tome one after - .
another, giving the server no
break in the attion.
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traffic jams

The anatomy of a web page request

In order to find ways to help Thanks for Mutton stand up to the heavy traffic of the Digg
Effect (or any other rush of traffic to the site), we first need to look ever deeper into the
details of what’s happening when someone types your site’s URL into the address bar of
their web browser.

Here's a piece of the protess You haven't
seen Yet: Before a page can be vequested
= from the web sevver, that URL needs
‘ e to be translated into a number, or “|P
<& addvess.” This is the job of the Web’s
e Domain Name System (DNS) servevs.

The [P addvess provides more
specifie info 1o Your web

— DNSServer  server. The term “address” is

/\_’ no tointidente. [t's like ‘(:'mding a
sycc’ncic house (or web Pagc) online...

(@)
Every web vequest starts A ¢
with a user b/\’ing a URL e Qﬂ&o
into the browser.

-
c Can Lhy, Onte we have an [P address, we
‘ [?3.45 tan find the web server and ask
07 9/11] for the page.

EEED

Web Browser

Web Server

Once all the page is assembled, with
all the data in it and the PHP
intevpreted into HTML, it gets sent
back to the client’s browser Who

knew tomputers weve so polite?
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------

o This is the other piece that we haven't
- tovered yet: Apathe is the actual web
softwave Yunning on Your WordPres o
> web sevver. You tan think of it as the o
- “engine” that knows when to five up PHP, ﬁ\\Qﬂ\e o
> pull from the database, ete. [t also X\“%’\Ie o
intecprets the PHP files and vetuns (o0 . &
attual web pages to a client’s browser. (0

e\ m' BCCauSC WordPress stores

its tontent in a M S®L
liol database, PHP willynccd
to actess the database in

e ? } e w0, order to complete the page
S »

vequest by the user.
K Apache

Apache knows it is 3e{:-l:in2 is a
vequest for a WordPress tile and
fives up the PHP engine so it can
protess the page.

MySQL

All this happens on o
y@ur webh Server. ..

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

BRAMVN
SARREL L

Based on the the diagram above, identify three areas
you think might be bottlenecks for a website slowdown
or even a crash. Why those particular areas?
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trouble makers

MySQl Patabase

PP

Web servers were built to serve static HTML files—plain text documents
that simply need to be returned to the browser. However, WordPress 1s
written in PHP which needs to be processed and converted into HTML
before it can be sent along. This takes time and although it’s still relatively
fast, it’s not nearly as fast as just sending a plain old HI'ML file.

Even though PHP is well-integrated into Apathe, it still has to start

The database—in our case, MySQL—is another step in between
turning PHP in HTML that can be sent back to the browser. Some of
the pages in WordPress need content that’s stored in the database. In
order to render the page correctly, PHP needs to talk to MySQL so
that our post about the etymology of paprika shows in its entirety.

HTTP Comwmunication

=]
|

vequests o the server

Q} OK, isn’t there just a plug-in for
the Google Analytics stuff?

A: Yes, there’s a plug-in for this too...
although a plug-in can be overkill for a
simple service like Google Analytics. If you
don’t wish to modify your theme, there are
plenty of plug-ins that will automatically

integrate WordPress with Google Analytics.

diere qre no °
Dumb Questions

For details about these plug-ins, look for
Google Analytics at http://wordpress.org/
extend/plugins.

Q,: Do | really have to worry about
all this performance stuff? | just have a
nice little site that not so many people
visit every day...

up and shut down the PHP interpreter on each vequest. This an add
up over 1,000s of vequests per minute.

e

ii
—

Finally, the last slow-down in our request chain is HT'TP itself, or the protocol

by which all this stuff works together. Depending on how many “assets” (images,
media, scripts) need to be returned via an HTTP request, the browser may need
to make several requests to several different web servers. This can also slow a site
down if not watched carefully.

B\/ default, most browsers will ov\l\/ download two assets per domain, meaning {;ha{.; ik You
or have more than two images on Yyour web page, the browser will need to make multiple
x&\r tontent. That vight there will start to slow things down....

A: Well, you certainly don't have to, but

an ounce of web performance prevention is
worth a pound of sleepless nights dealing

with crashed servers. And you never know
when your little niche site might become an
overnight sensation. Aside from that, dealing
with the potential performance trouble spots on
your site in advance means it will run faster in
general, which will be a nice thing for those
select visitors that do come to your site.
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WordPress performance checklist

Obviously we’d like to have Thanks for Mutton be fast and efficient, but before we look at
making it run even faster, let’s start by dealing with the things we need to do to keep our
site from crashing when the next big blog post hits the front page of Digg. We’ll dig into
(ha!) each of the checklist items below in more detail. and have the site humming along in
no time.

[l

Caching

Most WordPress pages, as we’ve seen, are served up “dynamically,”
meaning WordPress assembles them from a variety of sources and use

PHP to create an actual HTML page on demand. When we “cache” a

page in WordPress, it stores the rendered HTML as a static (pre-built)

file and then serves that up on the next request—this speeds up response

Creating static HTML isn't the
only way to tache a page. Web
sevvers and browsers also have

« s . built—in eaching—but that's
Patabase optimization R

Although caching is easy to implement in WordPress, at some point
you’re going to have to talk to the database. Because of this, we
shouldn’t neglect MySQL and we should do everything we can to make
sure it’s running as fast as possible.

times considerably, allowing our web server to handle more requests in a
given period of time.

We can also bring in some other

KedUce server I'CqueS‘l's online sevvites to help us stove
and sevve up all those images and
Another slow point in our request path is the time it takes your web other site assets.

browser to download all the images, scripts, and content to your
computer for display. If we can limit the number of times the browser
has to make a request, we can speed up our pages.

These servites are sometimes
called “cloud” hos{;ing. Thc\/ let

The Web server you add virtual servers to your
site.

Finally, even if we have all the caching, database optimization, and
limited requests in place our server could still be slow (and possibly
crash).
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plan ahead

Speed up WordPress with caching

One of the best ways to make WordPress more snappy and to save your server from being
overworked by requests is to set up some form of caching. Caching is the process by which

web servers and browsers keep a pre-rendered copy of a page handy so that the next time it’s
requested it can be served immediately to the user—without having to talk to PHP, MySQL, or
even the web server in some cases.

\
—
We Jusk saw this part alveady..
/ ']
l
DNS Server

44+

Web Browser

With caching, the web secver still
veturns an HTML page, just this Web Server

Lime it alveady had it rcad\/ to 50‘\/1

The ortant cachin
happens on
we SeI’veI’
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: Our WordPress eache is veally \')us{‘, a divectory :

: £ull of HTML files that get served {0 a browser :

instead of Apathe vendering the page using PHP

. and MySRL.

: / :
“Cache” :

[£ the vequested page is in e
the cache, Apathe simply

grabs it and sends it batk to MySQL
the browswer. .

[ the browser vequests a page that [fe=

e is not in the tathe, Ayachc has to 2
build it like on any other vequest.
Apache then adds that page to the
tathe, too.

\

)

Apache

oo

. The goal of caching is to reduce the number of times that
. Apache has to fire up PHP and MySQL to handle a request.
. The more times that has to be done, the slower our site will be.

PHP
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cache on!

This is great and all,
but why aren't there

any caching settings in
WordPress? Shouldn't this
be on by default?

Start caching with the WP Super Cache plug-in

Unfortunately, the type of caching we need—which is really just storing static HTML
files—isn’t handled by WordPress out-of-the-box. So, like most other add-on features we
find ourselves using a plug-in. In this case, the best option is the WP Super Cache plug-in.
It handles creating all the static files, setting up the caching process, and even some extra
goodies that will make our site even faster.

L Tals Wariturrs AP Lopan faifer o P Al

e | e e & e

Plugin Directory

Wwe .";“lhl Cache

WP Super Cathe is a f - e Churs [ - |
bit more éom?lc% than EE _ o e
some of the other oot oot Ot et v O

lug—ins we've been
using, but the basie

installation protedures v
ave still the same.

— =

herrh Frage

s iy

| LA 3
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WP-Super Cache turns your blog into a bunch of HTML files

Don’t worry! This is a good thing. HI'ML files are what web servers

were built to serve—and serve fast! WP Super Cache does the work for

Apache, saving an HTML version of a page on your blog the first time it’s
requested by a user. Any requests that come in for that same page later on

will be quickly served the HTML file without loading PHP or making a
connection to a database—both of which increase page load time. /_}

WP Super Cache Manager Serving tathed files
tan be 2-3x faster
than the standard

() 0% WP Cacks and Super Cache enabied

(1) HALF ON Super Cache Disabled, onby legacy WP-Cathe caching WOVdPV'CSS SC'EUF
& OFF WP Cathe and Super Cache divsbled

WP Super Cache Status

Cache

[J Don't cache pages for logged in uers
Proadly 8l the workd your sereer i (Vg poof iplaces 2 message i your biog's footer

Clear all cache files when & poar of page s pelinhed. (This may uignficary viow down
saving of pows.)

B Cacie rebuild. Serer a soperracie Tile o ananymous e while 3 mew file |5 being
generaind. Becommended far vevy Busy websines with fows of comments. Makes “directly
cached pages and "Lockoown mode” obsolee

(] Coarus fie kodiing. You probably don't need chis But it may help iF your uen i ﬂ
usdirpowared. Wirning! Sy cause jowr sevver o ok up in vevy tare ke

[} List Eh nrmeit cached paged dmay Be axpenihs 56 run on buly ik, tie with Caition —
(] Mhobede Sente Lupgen Using WoaniPiei Motse ISton

nstafling the pluge, make 1t B desctory

L s /T AOENgEn CIA WP -Oonrand (s arirabie by the wesnaenwer 5o the Bilel
adh b php d0d fache-conlig php can b dabeled sutomascally. Mdaking june Bows
filen are weiteable ton i probably & good el

Ef 10 temove Tiles and directonet created by the plugin. (Flea

Hiwed il ? Dtk U
a5 Treubleshooing nps. The
fees ansmered

Web Server

WP Super Cathe \Czyvcs us tons of options for
handling cathed files and site performante—
move on this after we install it.

Install WP-Super Cache (http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wp-super-cache/) just like you have
) .se with other plug-ins throughout the book.
Exeu— \
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exercise solution

Install WP Super Cache (http.//wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wp-super-cache/) just like you have
E iSe with other plug-ins throughout the book.
Al
LutiON

Q Install the plug-in.
WP Super Cache installs just like any other WordPress plug-in—use the Add
New plug-in feature in the Dashboard or download and install the files manually.

Remember, if you've not
usihg the Add New Plug-—in
feature, all plug-ins 4o

in the /plugins divectory

Fhigin Direciory

e r—wm inside /wp—ctontent.
e eng et | plug-ins < —
£ = |
- " Onee you attivate the plug-in
you will see what looks like an
evvor—this is Jus{: telling you
e Enable and configure. that WP Super Cathe nccds.‘[‘,o
Makes sure you enable the plug-in from the dashboard be turned ‘?n '[;o s‘ta\r;{,: wo\rkmg.-
plug-in menu. Don’t worry if you see a disabled (We know,, at,’cn'/a'[:mg should do
warning—we’ll take care of that in a minute. that so it's a bit weird...)
] WP Super Cache Very fast caching plugin for WordPrass ¢
Activare | Delete Version 0.9.9 | By Dunncha O Cauvimh | Wisit plugin sile

f?f Manage Plugins « asave

| WP Super Cache is disabled. Please go to the plugin admin page to enable caching.

Flugin activated.
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e Start the plug-in.
Turn on WP Super Cache to make sure everything is running properly.
If all is well, you should see a message to update your .htaccess file.

WP Super Cache Manager i
WP Super Cache Status

=y ON WP Cache and Super Cache enabled
() HALF ON Super Cache Disabled, only legacy WP-Cache caching.
() OFF WP Cache and Super Cache disabled

saing of poatsl
B Cacie rebwild. Serer & sopertahe file oo anonymoos wiers while & mew file (s being
generaind. Seomnmended far vevy Busy websines sy fois of commens. Makes “direy
carhed pages” and “Lockdown mode” ohsnlae

[ Coarue file locking. You probably dom't need chis But it may halp il your uene i
usdirpowared. Wirning! Sy cause jowr sevver o ok up in vevy tare ke

For now You Ean leave most (hc the
settings at the default—just make
sure You seleet the ON vadio button
and click “Update Status” below.

(] List et narmeit cached paged dmay Be sxpenihe 86 fun on buty 1lek, wie wih caitioe )
(] Mhobede Sente Lupgen Using WoaniPiei Motse ISton

Mote: If urinstafling the pluge, make jute Be devctory

v felarta Eten Techsolligentria wp-oonfend s netirable by the webiarwet 50 the Bl
advanged-cachs php dnd fache-conlig php can b dabeted sutomascally. Mdaking june Bows
filen are weiteable ton i probably & good el

Umnisatall wiing the urmatallicres 10 momove Tiles asd directane cradied by the plugin. Flad
see fpadme tu] for mitrudtiond on usinilaiisg B ddripd.)

fieed el ? Cveck dhe Super Cochee coaibme B B inchadies mifaladion dodwmenfation. 2 FACH
and Treubleiheoting nps The juipset fovgrn o sl svlilible Yoor Queibos sy svealy A
s ansmened

e Don't forget about .htaccess rules.
Click “Update Mod_Rewrite Rules” at the bottom of the long yellow

Pox to e the appropriare ines o your hraccess. This button will write the htaceess
for \/ou—i‘(" it Lails You ean alwa‘/s 9o
atids in and add the vules \/owscl(:. The

installation dots will help too: htp://
wordpress.org/extend/ plugins/wp—
super—ctache/ installation/.

o NETAE AN Baml filey yOur SEFVEr MUNE R The CORTECE MOd_IewTnie mdbes added 102 fle called
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very cachey

</body>
</html>

<!-- Dynamic page generated in 1.083 seconds. -->

<!-- Cached page generated by WP-Super-Cache on 2010-06-08 13:52:19 -->

You can really see a difference in the load times,
and the site already feels much faster. I wonder if
there is also a way to speed up the database when
the caching isn't used?

WP Super Cache gjves us 3 little
insight into load times at the
bottom of the HTML page (you
tan see these by viewing the page

sourtes in Your browsev).

I’_Vl/ Caching f

Caching speeds up pages because the web server has to
do less work for each request. When we cache a page in
WordPress, it stores the rendered HTML as a file and
then serves that file up on the next request—speeding up
response time considerably and allowing our web server
to handle more requests in a given period of time.
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Pont forget about your database

making WordPress fast

Even though we have caching enabled with WP Super Cache, our database is still going to
get used on a daily basis. Not all our content is cached and some data, especially for items in

the dashboard and pertaining to comments, is not cached at all. In these cases, we want to

make sure that our database is running at optimal performance. And guess what? Another

plug-in to the rescue!

Optimize your wor

{2} Dashboard 4

W WP-Op

ress database

/\

0 0 WP—Optimize is a WordPress
t I m I ze o?{imiza‘{:ion ?lug-—'m that will

help us keep our MySQL database
in 5ood work'mg ordev. ‘{ou tan
download and install this plug—

in from: hitp:// word?rcss.org/
extend/ plugins/ wp—optimize/

Dashboard
Updates

I WP-0Optimize <\

The WP-Optimize menu
might be havd o find
initially. They've stuck it
underneath the “‘Updates”
oy{:ion in the main
Dashboard menu.

Status

Already Optimized
Already Uptimized
Already Optimized
MNeed to Dptimize
Already Optimized
Already Oprimized
Already Oprimized
Already Optimized
Already Optimized
Already Optimized
Already Optimized

SIarus

Space Save
0 Kb

U Kb

U Kb
U.0¥b Kb
1 Kh
nkh
nKh

0 Kb

0 Kb

0 Kb

0 Kb

Space Save

l WP—-Optimize ¢hetks our MYSRL tables to see if it can

free up any space. This may not seem like a big thange
now, but onte You 5:{: a few 100 yos{:s and 1,000s of
tomments, these tables can become quite large.
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WP optimize

o

Optimization Options

The top half of the plug-in admin screen gives
you options for what will happen when you
click the “Process” button. The last checkbox
will optimize our database but there are other
options as well, including a way to clear out
post revisions (WordPress saves a snapshot of
your post every time you save or publish).

Fight post revision bloat

Every time you create a new post or page, WordPress creates a

Cambase Optimization

Options
(% Remoew all Fost revisiong
A0 3221 FERLONT P L dIrseand
Clean marked Spam mments
[
el G
. i
Optirn dntsh iw Labl
Security Tools

(M isermame

Hrm unrmame

“revision” file for it. If you tend to go back and edit/revise your posts,

Aind since this plug—in works divectly
with Yyour database, You tan also

or your posts are just generally longer to begin with, those revision files
can add up fast, and make your database sloooow.

e e et v

il Otreas P S Sl 3 g
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—
— file per post or page that you eveate,
Elaet but every single time you edit or
e thange it, WordPress saves “vevision”
— topies of the file.
- N
:'— —_—
— o T WP Optimize vemoves old vevision
—|l= —_— files, and gives You options to
?.-—’-}_"\ s remove spam and un—approved
- ol tomments from your database
: — +DO~
i | ——

¢hange usernames, something we

F\rcviousl\/ had to do in PHPMyAdmin.

You'd expect there 1o be only one
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a Database Report

WP-Optimize tells us if our database tables need to be optimized. Tables needing work will be flagged
in red and will also show how much space can be saved by optimization. It’s beyond the scope of this
book to go into how it does this, but if we run the “Optimize database tables” option, we should see an
entire table full of “Already Optimized” statuses. Everything may look good now, but after you start to
get a lot of posts and comments, these tables can become large and optimization will result in more
space being saved. So be sure to return to this option after your site has been running for a few months.

Table Sice Status Space Save
Wp_commentmeta 4 Kb Already Optimized UKb
Wp_comments 7.282 Kb Blready Optimized 0 Kb
wi_links 15484 Kh Already Optimized nkh
Wn_nprinns F3R. 059 Kh Need vo Opnimizes N.0O&A Kh
WD_postmera 13.738 Kb Already Opuimized D Kb

WH_POsly 41.664 Kb Already Optimized 0 Kb
wi berm relationships 3.369 Kb Already Optimized
Wi berm taxonomy 4.27 Kb Already Optimized
T PR G Hmm. So how do we
wp_terms 11.155 rea timize .
= S L really know this stuff
WP_usermeta 11.943 Kb Already Optimized is wor‘king?

m/ Patabase optimization

Although caching is easy to implement in WordPress, at some
point you're going to have to talk to the database. Because of
this, we shouldn’t neglect MySQL and we should do everything
we can do make sure it’s running as fast as possible.

you are here » 293

Download from Wow! eBook <www.wowebook.com>



R U slow?

Check performance issves with YSlow

Now that we have WP Super Cache saving the HTML files of our site pages to serve them
quicker, we can check out what other aspects of our site might be slowing it down. There
are plenty of tools out there to check the performance of web pages in a browser, one of
the best being YSlow. YSlow is a Yahoo tool that can check everything from load times to
HTTP requests and report back where the slow areas on your site are.

YSlow also produtes a veport
tard of sorts outlining the
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YSlow vuns as a plug—in

for Fivefox—it's like Your
WordPress plug-ins, just for a
browsev instead! Once installed,
it gives you detailed site
information to help understand
which pages on your site are
working well, and which aren’t
so hot...
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making WordPress fast
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In addition to the site Vrc\?o!r‘{: tavd, /
YSlow gives you detailed graphs on
how long HT TP vequests take for
Your eathed and non—tathed pages.

: ‘@ Firebug
YSlow also requires the Firebug : TR AR,
' extension for Firefox. : ’.‘H- = f-l :
You'll have to use Firefox in order to run : = '!' . :

{IE¥S : - o=
Watch it! YSlow, and before you do that, you’ll need : TR R Y= R
: to install the Firebug extension as well. : — et

Install Firebug and YSlow in Firefox and check http://thanksformutton.com to see how it does
on the YSlow test. Firebug can be installed at http:/getfirebug.com/ and then YSlow can be
installed at https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/5369/.

Exercise
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http://thanksformutton.com
http://getfirebug.com/
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/5369/

exercise solution

Install Firebug and YSlow in Firefox and check http./thanksformutton.com to see how it does on
the YSlow test. Firebug can be installed at http:/getfirebug.com/ and YSlow can be installed at

E

o

(2]

L
‘§e https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/5369/.

Lution

Install Firebug
YSlow is a plug-in for the Firebug Firefox plug-in. You need to install

Firebug before YSlow will work with the browser.

Install add=-ons only from authors whom you trust.

L Ml software can damage your compuber or violate your privacy.
You harve asked 1 Insball the followieg Rem (_\
- PR . :
g Tirbug  Ghuchor ot vernfied! When You nawga‘{:c to the Fnrcbug

a& httpe: [l addont madills argfen-Lk | fire o fdcmiaade flate et LRAIMEre =i

site in Fivefox You £an initiate the
install from within the 