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Release Designations Defined 

Early Deployment (ED)  
Software releases that provide new features and new platform support in addition to bug fixes. Cisco 
IOS CTED, STED, SMED, and XED are variations of ED software releases.  
General Deployment (GD)  
Date at which this software release reached the "General Deployment" milestone in its lifecycle. A 
Major Release of Cisco IOS software reaches the "General Deployment" milestone when Cisco feels it 
is suitable for deployment anywhere in customer networks where the features and functionality of the 
release are required. Criteria for reaching the "General Deployment" milestone are based on, but not 
limited to, customer feedback surveys from production and test networks using the releases, CE bug 
reports, and reported field experience. Only Major Releases are candidates to reach the General 
Deployment milestone.  
Limited Deployment (LD)  
A Major Release of Cisco IOS software is said to be in the "Limited Deployment" phase of its lifecycle 
during the period between initial FCS and the General Deployment (GD) milestones. 
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